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The concept of Motherland  

The concept of revering the motherland has been prevalent in India from ancient times. 

Bharat Mata has been one of the most popular names by which our motherland has been referred 

to from many centuries. 

Bharatha 
Bha means knowledge and Ratha, to relish. Bharatha is the land of people who relish knowledge. 

This land of Bharatha is embodied as a feminine form, as a Mother, Mata. 

 

Mata 
Mata is the word for Mother in India. 

A mother is our creator and sustainer. She also shapes and transforms our early life as the first 

teacher. 

There is a saying in this land – Matru Sakshat Devo Bhava, meaning, the Mother is revered as the 

epitome of the Divine. 

7 Mothers 
In the Indian ethos, there are 7 mothers, who are honoured and revered. 

1. Atma-mata – The mother, from whose womb we have come to this world 

2. Guru patni – The wife of the Guru. 

3. Brahmani – The wife of a Brahmana 

4. Raja-Patnika– The wife of the king – the Queen. 

5. Dhenu – Cow 

6. Dhatri – Nurse 
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7. Tatha prithvi– Earth 

Mother Earth, Motherland 
The people of this civilization look at the land of India as Mother India, which in local parlance is 

Bharat Mata. We not only revere our motherland as our Mother, but look upon the whole World as 

our Mother, Mother Earth. 

Global to Local 
This concept of Mother is from macrocosm to microcosm, at five levels, 

1. Cosmic – Adi Shakti 

2. Global – Mother Earth, Bhu Devi 

3. National, Desh – Bharat Mata, Mother Russia, Liberty 

4. State, Pradesh – Kannada Ambe, Telugu Talli, Kashmira Pura Vasini, Utkala Janani 

5. Village, Grama – Grama Devatai 

 

From Macrocosm to Microcosm 
At every stage, from the universe to the globe to the big continent, to the land, to the country, and 

the local region, at each successive level, had a concept of female divinity, the Mother who 

nourishes us.  

Thus we see that mother earth, freedom, liberty being represented by a lady, is nothing new or 

different across the world, across times. The Indians too looked up to their land as Bharat Mata.  

The thought is Pan Global, Indic and regional as well in India. 
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Cosmic – Shakti 

In the Indian tradition, at the Cosmic level, Devi Adi Shakti represents the whole Creation. She is 

revered as the Mother of the universe. Indian civilization has recognized the supremacy of the 

Mother Divine.  

Shad Madhams 
There are shad madhams, the 6 religions of India which are, 

1. Shaivam – Worship of Shiva 

2. Vaishnavam – Worship of Vishnu 

3. Shaktha – Worship of Devi 

4. Ganapatyam- Worship of Ganesha 

5. Kaumaram – Worship of Karthikeya 

6. Sauram- Worship of Surya 

Shaktha 
Of these, the Shaktha is dedicated to the Mother of the Universe. She is the primordial energy, the 

Moola Prakriti. The followers of this religion revere the Divine Mother as the absolute divine being. 

She is worshipped in Her different forms such as Durga, Lakshmi, Sarasvati, Kali. She is represented 

in innumerable forms all across the land. 

 

Lalitha Tripurasundari, one of the popular forms in which the Mother of the Universe is represented 
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Global - Mother Earth, Bhu Devi 

In the Indian thought, we look upon our planet as Mother Earth, and refer to Her as Bhu Maa Devi, 

Bhu meaning “One who can bear”, for she bears us. The concept of revering our planet as Mother has 

been a popular ethos from ancient times. 

 

Bhu Devi 

Mother Earth – The only Feminine Planet 
While all the planets like Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, and also the Sun and the Moon are 

expressed as masculine, it is only earth that is expressed as feminine, in the Indian thought. This is 

because only Earth supports life. 

 

Solar System 
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Mother Earth, the only planet that supports life 

Gaia, in Pagan Thought 
In the early European pagan thought, Mother Earth is called Gaia. 

 

Gaia – Mother Earth 

Vedic and Puranic thought too 
From time immemorial, this concept of the land, earth and country being feminine has been a part 

of the ethos of this land, and is ingrained in the Vedic and Puranic thought. Bhu Sutra is one of the 

Veda Samhita on Mother Earth. 

Bhu Devi 
At the global level, Mother Earth is represented in numerous forms in different traditions across the 

world. Mother Earth is referred to as Bhu Devi.  
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Vishnu and Bhu Devi 
There are many stories relating to Bhu Devi in our Purana. 

Whenever there is distress in this world, and Adharma becomes prevalent, Bhu Devi along with 

Brahma and other divinities approach Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu then descends on earth destroying 

the wicked doers, and protecting the noble ones, while once again establishing Dharma on a firm 

footing. 

Vis refers to Vishva, universe and Anu means an atom. Vishnu is the omnipresent consciousness 

pervading everything from macrocosm to microcosm. This Consciousness Vishnu is associated with 

two energies, Sri and Bhu. 

In this context, Lord Vishnu is depicted with two consorts, Sri Devi and Bhu Devi. 

While Sri Devi represents the Cosmos, Bhu Devi represents our Mother Earth. 

Mother Earth - Parthava 
Mother Earth is Parthava, meaning “being wide”, “having great extent” because of which she is 

called Prithvi in Samskrt. It comes from prthu meaning “expansive”, “extensive”, and “abundant”. 

Prthu 

In ancient times, Prthu was the king who made the land across the across favorable for agriculture, 

leading to prosperity and abundance. 

Parth, Partha 

In Mahabharata, Kunti, the mother of Arjuna was short and wide and so she was called Parth. 

Arjuna being the son of Kunti, was known as Partha. 

  

                                                      Parth, Kunti                              Partha,  Arjuna 
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Krishna, Partha Sarathi 

Partha Sarathi 

As Krishna was charioteer for Arjuna in the Kurukshetra battle, term for charioteer being Sarathi, 

Krishna is referred to as Partha Sarathi. 

How beautifully the name Parthava has been used across generations! 

Bhu Devi 

She is also the base, foundation and floor on which live her children. 

Hence, she is also called Bhudevi. 

She is also tolerant and patient, as all mothers are of her children. She willing accepts the Bhara, 

“load”, “pressure” placed on her by children through their deeds and misdeeds. 

Nature restores balance 
But Nature, of which she is also but a part of, will not be a silent observer for long. Nature has its 

way of getting back and when it does get back, it can be pretty harsh. 

Anything that tampers with the sustainability of life and Nature on the earth will not be tolerated 

for long and will be eliminated naturally, to restore balance in Nature. 

Vishnu, the consciousness represents the Male aspect while Bhu Devi and Sri Devi represent the 

female aspect. Whenever one aspect of Creation is in danger, the other aspect steps in to restore 

balance. 

Thus as per Purana, whenever Bhu Devi, His consort is in danger from adharmic forces, then Lord 

Vishnu descends to protect Her. 
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A painting representing Bhu Devi being rescued by Lord Vishnu in His Varaha Avatar 

Two fold nature of Mother Earth 
There are two popular Suktams in the Vedas. 

Prthvi Sukta 

Prthvi means broad, expansive and heavy. Prthvi Sukta of the Veda deals with the earth, and on how 

it stands without any support on its base, being supported by the forces of Nature, to remain at its 

location in the universe. 

Isn’t it really wonderful that the Vedic Rishi observed, understood and recorded these details about 

the earth, over 5000 years back itself! 

Bhumi Sukta 

Bhumi means earth and Sukta is collection of mantra. The etymological meaning Bhumi, means to 

be steady, stable, secure and sustained. 

Our Bhumi has been steady for more than a few lakhs, millions of years. 

The Bhumi has also been stable. The earth has been rotating and hurtling through space in its 

revolutionary motion at great speeds, but it has continued to give a stable perception to all beings 

on it. 

The Bhumi has been a secure home to all living creatures. 

Apart from all these features of being steady, stable, secure, the other key meaning “is to sustain”. 

The earth sustains all plant life and animal life that have been fortunate to be born on it. This 

sustaining nature of earth has not only been understood and appreciated but has also been 

incorporated in the naming, and in the thought process.  
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The first verse of the Bhumi Sukta is, 

 

The First verse with meaning from Bhumi Sukta 

Two facets 

We have seen above how Bhumi has a layer of meanings. It is to express these meanings, this 

concept, that the ancient Rishi the knowledgeable men of ancient India have separated the two 

facets of this earth and given it two distinct names – Prthvi and Bhumi. Prthvi for its broad, heavy 

and expansive nature and Bhumi for its stable, secure and sustaining nature. 

Ancient 

Our veneration of Mother earth goes back Vedic times as can be seen in from the above Suktams.  

In the whole solar system only Earth is referred to as Mother, as unlike other planets only our 

planet bears life. Hence She has been reverently referred to a Mother earth, Bhu Devi. 

Veneration of Mother Earth is both ancient & widespread.  
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National, Desh - Bharat Mata 

At the national level, the people of this land revered Bharat Mata, the divinity of our motherland. 

Other civilizations had their own concepts, names and figures of motherland.  

Three Level Perspective 
In ancient times, there were three expanses of geography in India.  

 Jambhu Dweepa – Eurasia  

 Bharat Khanda – From Turkey in the west to Indonesia in the east 

 Bharat Varsha – The land of India from Afghanistan in the west to Myanmar in the east 

 

In these, Jambhu Dweepa and Bharat Varsha had their own representative female divinities, while 

there hasn’t been any found records of a divinity for Bharat Khanda. 

Jambhu Dweepa – Devi Champapati 
The people of the Dravida land, in South India revered a Divinity known as Devi Champapati. She 

was revered as the Guardian deity of the whole large Continent of Jambhu Dvipa. People venerated 

Her as Thonmudatti, which in the old Tamil language means Grand Old Lady.  

This shows that the whole of Eurasia continent had a Guardian Divinity, the Grand Old Lady, for 

whom there was a Grand Temple at Poompuhar coastal city. This city had submerged in sea, over 

2000 years back, due to giant waves, Ala Tsunami, which in the Tamil language is known as Kadal 

Azhai Peralai. 
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Devi Champapati, the divinity of Jambhu Dvipa 

 

Poompuhar 

More on Poompuhar, on our book, Triple Eclipse. 
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Bharat Varsha - Bharat Mata 
Bharat Mata is the representative personified divinity for Bharat Varsha. She has been called by 

different names by many poets and artists, both reverentially and fondly.  She as Bharat Mata has 

been represented in poetry, stories, paintings, sculptures drama, dances, statues and through films, 

through the land and through times. 

Painting by Raja Ravi Varma 
This is a famous painting of Bharat Mata by the famous painter Raja Ravi Varma.  

 

Bharat Mata painting by Raja Ravi Varma 

In the above image, Bharat Mata clad in a red sari. She has four hands. 

 In the right upper hand, She holds a flag. Interesting this flag with the tricolor has a Charka 

in between. Charaka was the insignia for self-sufficiency, Swarajya during the freedom 

struggle. Post-independence however it was changed to Chakra. 

 

 In the lower right hand, She holds a mace, Gada, which is a symbol of power 

 In the upper left hand, She holds a flower, which represents fertility 
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 In the lower left hand, She holds a book, which symbolizes that Bharat Varsha is a land of 

knowledge. 

In this painting Bharat Mata is accompanied by a lion, which denotes valour. 

All these qualities represent this ancient civilization of India, which has been personified as Bharat 

Mata. 
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Motherland and Mother Representations all across the 

world 

All over the world too, one’s country is referred to as Motherland. 

 

Just as we have Bharat Mata, there is also the concept of personification of motherland in other 

civilizations too. 

Mother Russia 
Mother Russia revered in Russian civilization. A national personification of Russia.  

 

Mother Russia 
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Mahakavi Subramanya Bharati 

Mahakavi Subramanya Bharati refers to Mother Russia in one of his poems. He being a devotee of 

Mother Goddess, he visualized and sang about Mother Russia as though India’s Mother Goddess Kali 

had opened her eyes and bestowed Mother Russia with strength to overthrow tyranny and build a 

new nation. 

 

Mahakavi Subramanya Bharati 

 

Subramanya Bharati’s Visualization of Goddess Kali from Mother India, bestowing Strength on Mother 
Russia to transform herself into a Puthiya (New) Russia  
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Lady Britannia 
England has the concept of Lady Britannia. She is the national personification of the United 

Kingdom.  She is a goddess armed with a shield and holding a trident. She is depicted in British 

coins, bank notes and postage stamps. 

 

Lady Britannia 

 

Britannia shown in 1936, British coin 

 

Britannia in top left corner of a British note from 1952 
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Today, Britannia is a popular name in England and other parts of the world, with many products 

and things bearing this name. 

 The famous Britannia encyclopedia - USA 

 

 

 Britannia Ships - England 

 

 Britannia Industries – India 
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Britannia industries limited is an Indian food corporation founded in 1892 with its head 

quarters located in Kolkata. It was formerly known as Britannia Biscuit Company Limited, 

and it was then mainly known for its famous biscuits. Today the company has its breads and 

dairy and other products, apart from the biscuits. 

 

Lady liberty, Marianne 
Marianne is the national personification of France, from the times of French revolution. She 

represents fraternity, equality, liberty. She is also known as Goddess Liberty. She stood for revolt 

against monarchy. When France fought for independence against the crown, Marianne was an 

inspiration.  

In 1830, the freedom fighters of French Revolution were successful in toppling King Charles X of 

France.  To commemorate this occasion, Eugene Delacroix, a painter, did a painting on Marianne 

which he named “Liberty Leading the People”.  

 

Lady Liberty 
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Eugene Delacroix 

In this painting, a lady leads a group of people, walking over dead bodies who represent the forces 

of monarchy. She is holding a tricolor flag of French Revolution. This flag later went on to become 

the national flag of France.  

Goddess Marianne is today revered by the French people as the force behind the defeat of the 

monarchy. 

Statue of liberty -America, a feminine form 
When France wanted to send a gift to the “New World” of United States of America, the modern 

era’s first democracy, they sent USA a feminine statue. This statue was known as statue of liberty, 

named after the Lady Liberty of France. 

In the industrial revolution era, there was a World Fair that happened in Paris in 1889. For this 

expo, they built the Eiffel tower made of steel as an engineering marvel, which today is a symbol of 

Paris. It is today one of the wonders of the world.  

 

World Fair,1889, Paris, a representative painting 
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Eiffel tower 

The same group of people who built the Eifel tower also designed the statue of liberty. This statue 

was designed by French sculptor Frederic Auguste Bartholdi and Gustave Eiffel, after whom the 

Eiffel tower is named. 

  

                                               Gustave Eiffel                      Frederic Auguste Bartholdi 

The Eiffel tower was dedicated to USA on October 28, 1886, what has today become the foremost 

symbol of America.  



Experience the Knowledge of India 

         

 

            Bharat Mata 

 

Page 24 of 59 

 

 

Statue of Liberty 

Germania 
Germania is personification of Germany. She is portrayed in the form of a strong woman wearing a 

armour, with long flowing reddish hair. There are broken chains lying beside her feet bellowing 

indicating freedom. 

She wields a sword known locally as Reichsschwert, in one hand, symbolizing power.  This sword is 

surrounded by olive branches, representing readiness for Peace. 

On the other hand she holds a tricolor flag bearing black, red and gold colour. In the background are 

the rays of a rising sun, indicating the dawn of a New Age. 

 

Mother Germania 
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Germania – Fatherland – The Contrast 
However, it is to be noted that even though Germans have something called Mother Germania, they 

call their land as Fatherland. This is an interesting contrast, with the name of the land, Germany 

being derived from a feminine deity -Germania while the land itself being regarded as father.  

Guanyin  
Guanyin is the female form of Bodhisatva Avlokiteshvara. Avlokiteshvara is one of the foremost 

Boddhisattvas in the Buddhist tradition who embodies the qualities of all Buddhas. He stands for 

auspiciousness.  

In the Chinese Buddhist tradition, Avlokiteshwara is depicted and revered in a female form, 

Guanshiyin. The word Guanshiyin means, “the One who perceives the sounds of the cosmos”. 

Guanyin is associated with compassion and represents the land of China.  

 

Guanyin 

Amaterasu 
Amaterasu OmiKami is the Japanese goddess of Sun. She is revered as embodiment of Japan. 

Amaterasu means that which shines, and Kami refers to Divinity. She is the Divinity that shines from 

the skies and stands for nourishment.  The Word Ama is similar to Ma, Amma, in the Indian 

languages which refer to the Mother. Amaterasu is the Mother Sun, the presiding deity of the “Land 

of the Rising Sun”, Japan.  
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Amaterasu 

In Arabic civilization 
In the Arabic tradition, there existed the concept of gods and goddesses, 2500 years ago, much 

before the advent of Islam.  Manat, Al-Lat and Al-Uzza were the three goddess of their soil, specially 

revered during this period in the Arabic civilization.  

Manat – Seeking from God 
As Manat was a goddess, even today in the Arbaic way of praying, when one asks God for 

something, it is called Manat, for it is the mother you ask for something. 

 

Arabic Muslim woman praying for Manat 
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Manat value of money 
Up north from Arabia, west of Caspian Sea, we have the country Azerbaijan. The name of the 

currency of Azerbaijan is Manat, for Manat stands for value. 

 

Manat note 

 

Azerbaijan 

Indo Arabia connect 
The three goddesses, Manat, Al-Lat and Al-Uzza formed a trio in the ancient Arabic civilization, 

2500 years ago, akin to the Indian trio of Durga, Lakshmi and Sarasvati. 
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More on Indo-Arabia connect in our book, Indo-Arabia – A Connect Over Millennia: 

https://bharathgyan.com/mb-indo-arabia-3/ 

 

Ishtar 
Ishtar is an ancient goddess who represented the Sumerian and Mesopotamian civilizations. She 

was the goddess of love, war, fertility, rain and thunderstorms. 

https://bharathgyan.com/mb-indo-arabia-3/
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Ishtar 

Pan Global thought 
Thus we see that the concept of goddesses representing motherlands and other aspects has been a 

pan global tradition, and is not limited to India or Bharat Mata alone. 
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State, Pradesh - Maa, Mata, Thai, Talli, Ba, Vasini, Ambe 

Each regions, Pradesh, state is part of the Desh, country attribute their land to a female divinity. 

 For examples,  

 

 Telugu Talli, Mother of Telugu land,  

 Kannada Ambe, Mother of  Kannada land 

 Tamil Thai, Mother of Tamil land  

 Utkal Janani,  Mother Odisha  

 Kashmira Puravasini, Mother Kashmir 

 Gujarati Baa, Mother Gujarat 

 Bango Mata, Mother Bengal 

 Marathi Ayi – Mother of Marathi land, Maharashtra 

 Asom Aai – Mother of Assam 

 

Bharath Gyan has brought out a series on each of the lands of India, revered as Mata in the 

respective culture and tradition. 
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Telugu Talli 
Telugu Talli means Mother Telugu. She is the personified representation of the Telugu land 

consisting of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.  

 

Telugu Talli 

Telugu Talli holds Kalasam on right hand and harvest on the left hand.  

Kalasam signifies Water, which is very important for the prosperity of any land. It is to indicate that 

the Telugu region blessed with many sources of water, water bodies and perennial rivers like 

Krishna and Godavari. 

Harvest signifies that the Telugu land is full of greenery, indicative of prosperity.  

The green, paddy fields of the Andhra Pradesh region, the historical evidences and tales of the great 

rulers of the Telugu land and their wealth, are what come to one’s mind in connection with the 

prosperity of the land. 

In our book, Telugu Talli, we show how the Telugu Regions was once a prosperous land and a 

prosperous culture, and how it can once again become prosperous , so that Telugu Talli is 

resplendent and glowing again. 

More on Telugu Talli, in our book, Telugu Talli – Her Unknown Side. 
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Also, see our short film: Telugu Talli Vaibhavam:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzPtbEZH5s4 

 

Kashmir Pura Vasini 
Kashmir is an ancient region of the Indian civilization. It has often been referred to as the crown 

jewel of India. Kashmir is the crest, Kreeta, crown of Bharata Varsha. Known for its natural beauty 

and rich landscape and bio-diversity. 

Kashmir Pura Vasini is the personified female divinity representing Kashmir. She is also refeered to 

as Sharada Devi in popular parlance. Kashmir was known as Sharada Desha in ancient India, 

Sharada being one of the names of Devi Sarasvati, the goddess of learning.  

Kashmir is the land of higher knowledge and wisdom. 

We discuss in detail about the glory of Kashmir in our book, Kashmira Pura Vasini. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KzPtbEZH5s4
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Also, see our talks : 7000 – Year History of Kashmir in English :  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XAUku6g6IU 

 

Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat : in Tamil :  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Hv9uqvfnHw&t=9s 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XAUku6g6IU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Hv9uqvfnHw&t=9s
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Gujarati Baa 
Gujarat has been one of the prosperous vibrant regions of India from ancient times. 

In the culture ethos of Gujarat, there is a concept of revering their land as Mother. She is referred to 

as Gujarati Baa, meaning Mother Gujarat. 

More on wonderful history, unique aspects of Gujarat  and prosperity in our book, Gujarati Baa. 
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Utkal Janani 
Odisha is a land of great antiquity. It was among the first states to attain statehood based on 

language, way back in 1936, much before other states. This region was known from ancient times as 

Utkala. 

Utkala means uplifting art. Utkala was a place that excelled in arts, and it will be apt to refer to it 

with all the words starting with ‘Ut’, as mentioned above. It was one of the foremost kingdoms of 

ancient time, and was revered with the words, Vande Utkal Janani. 

More on Utkala in our book, Utkala Janani. 

 

Tamil Thai 
One of the distinct regions of India that has had a long history of refined culture is the region of the 

Tamil speaking people, identified politically today as Tamil Nadu. 

 

Tamil Thai 
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Tamil Thai is the personification of the Tamil land and language, Thai meaning Mother. Tamil Tai 

Kovil, a temple located in Karaikudi in Sivaganga district of Tamil Nadu has Tamil Thai as its 

presiding deity. 

This temple has panchaloha idol of Tamil Thai, where the Devi is seated on a globe to indicate the 

geographical spread of Tamil.  

 

Idol of Tamil Thai  

In January 1981, a statue of Tamil Thai was inaugurated in Madurai on the occasion of 5th World 

Tamil Conference. 

 

Tamil Thai Statue, Madurai 
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 More on the glory of the Tamil language and Tamil land in our book, Tamil Thai. 

  

Also, check out our film, Tamilagam Oru Vaibhavam 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AX6QTo-xP8k 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AX6QTo-xP8k
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Bango Mata 
The land of Bengal is represented as Bango Mata, a goddess denoting Mother Bengal. She was a 

culture icon during Bengal renaissance, and has been a part of Bengali literature and poetry. She 

represented qualities such as compassion, care, birth, sustenance and death. Rabindranath Tagore 

uses the word Maa referring to Mother Bengal, in Amar Sonar Bangla, which is today the national 

anthem of Bangladesh. 

More on Bango Mata and Bengal land in our book Bango Mata. 

 

Kannada Ambe  
In Karnataka, She is known as Kannada Ambe, the Mother of the Kannada land, Ambe meaning 

Mother. 

We discuss about the prosperity of this land Karnataka in our book, Kannada Ambe. 
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Marathi Ayi, Asom Aayi 
Similarly, Maharashtra and Assam all have their deified female divinity representing their land.  

Maharashtra Aayi is the presiding divinity of the Maharashtra, Aayi meaning Mother 

Asom Aai is Mother Assam, Aai again referring to Mother. 

 

                            

Also see our Tamil Talk:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz7Z19HLf4A 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz7Z19HLf4A
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Village - Grama Devathe 

At the local village, Grama level, we have female divinities of the particular village, known as Grama 

Devathe. Gram Devathe represents the village. She is invoked and Her blessings are sought in all the 

major events and festivals.  

 

Grama Devathe of Hebbal Village, Bangalore 
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During the Freedom Struggle 

In the freedom struggle, this underlying concept of Mother India, Bharat India, came to the fore 

with Bharat Mata temple, painting, poetry, drama, songs and films. 

 

 

Bharat Mata 

The slogan Bharat Mata Ki Jai had been regularly used during the Indian freedom movement to 

invoke the spirit of patriotism. The personage representing Bharat has always be an image of a Devi, 

Bharat Mata depicted on a geographical India map.  

Book 
One of the early Bharat Mata rendition documented was in 1866, in a book titled, “Unabhimasa 

Purana” by Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay.  

 

Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay 
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Drama 
The play performed by Bengali freedom fighter Kiran Chandra Bandyopadhya in 1873, also 

mentions about a temple of Bharat Mata. 

Painting 
Abanindranath Tagore, the nephew of Rabindranath Tagore, and the founder of Indian Society of 

Oriental Art, had done a popular paining of Bharat Mata in 1905, to arouse patriotic feelings among 

the masses.  

 

Bharata Mata Painting, by Abanindranath Tagore 

This painting by Abindranath Tagore portrays the figure of Bharat Mata clad in ochre sari, covering 

Her head. She is barefooted and has four hands.  

 In the right upper hand she hold a white cloth symbolizing Peace, Shanti  

 In the right lower hand she hold a rudraksha mala, symbolizing spirituality.  

 In the left upper hand she holds a sheaf of palm leaf manuscript symbolizing knowledge  

 In the lower left hand, a sheaf of paddy, symbolizing fertility. 

 She also wears a shell bangle.  

More on the tradition of shell in India, in our book, Minibook, Shankh:  

https://bharathgyan.com/mb-shankha-3/ 

https://bharathgyan.com/mb-shankha-3/
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And, 

Brand Bharat – Unique to India. 
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This iconic painting of Abindranath Tagore was a source of inspiration during the Independence 

movement. 

 

Abanindranath Tagore 

Varied tones 
The representations of Bharat Mata varied with local tones, but were similar and had a divine aura 

representing the land Bharat. All Bharat Mata paintings were shown with Bharat Mata clad in a sari 

and with a crown symbolic of nobility and divinity. 

Swami Vivekananda ‘s vision of Bharat Mata 
Swami Vivekananda during his Bharat Yatra, in early 1890s, arrived at Kanyakumari in the year 

1892, where he meditated at a rock, which is now called the Swami Vivekananda Rock Memorial. 

It is here that he secured the vision of Devi Bharat Mata, which inspired him to pen his vision of One 

India, known as ‘Kanyakumari Resolve’. 

 
 

Swami Vivekananda meditating at Kanyakumari 
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Today, there exists a statue of Bharat Mata at the same location. 

 

Bharat Mata statue, Kanyakumari 

In 2017, a Bharat Mata temple was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Kanyakumari. 

 

Bharat Mata Temple, Kanyakumari  
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Bharathiar prayed to Bharat Mata 
Mahakavi Subramanya Bharathi, the great Tamil poet prayed to Bharat Mata. He took on the name 

Bharathiar, after offering worship at the Bharat Mata temple, in Varanasi.  

 

Bharathiar 

 

        Bharathiar Statue in Varanasi 
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Mahakavi Subramanya Bharati refers to Bharat Mata as Maa Kali, Parashakti, Maa Bharati and even 

as Kannamma, meaning one who is beholden to the eye, Kann meaning eye, and has even referred 

to Her as Bharati Kannamma. His patriotism was so high that he named one of his daughters as 

Kannamma. While his name given by his parents was Subramani, because of his patriotism and 

poetry, he was given the title Bharati in Kashi, Varanasi, by the knowledgeable scholars, as they felt 

he was the son of Maa Bharati. 

Kashi Bharat Mata temple 
One of the early Bharat Mata Mandir is located in Varanasi, at Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidya Peeth.  

This temple instead of a statue has a large map of India carved in marble. This temple dedicated to 

Bharat Mata was constructed by freedom fighter Babu Shiv Prasad Gupta in 1936 and was 

inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi himself. 

 

Shiv Prasad Gupta 

Before Independence, Mahatma Gandhi visited this Bharat Mata temple in Kashi and sought Her 

blessing for Independence. 

 

Mahatma Gandhi 
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Bharat Mata Temple, Varanasi 

 

Inside Bharat Mata Temple, Varanasi 
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Subramaniya Siva 
Subramaniya Siva was a writer cum freedom fighter, who fought for India’s freedom along with 

Mahakavi Subramanya Bharati and V O Chidambaram Pillai.  

 

Subramaniya Siva 

He was the first to put forth the idea of building a Bharat Mata Temple. A foundation stone was laid 

at his instance on 22nf June, 1923 at Papparapatti in Dharmapuri district. After almost 100 years, the 

people and the Tamil Nadu government came together to build a Bharat Mata temple at 

Papparapatti. A dream fulfilled atlast! 
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Bharat Mata Temple, Papparapatti 

Bharat Mata – Manchester Museum 
Manchester Museum is the largest museum in UK on archaeology, anthropology and history. It 

house around 4.5 million items from all continents. 

This Manchester Museum in UK has a painting of Bharat Mata in shackles, from the British times. 

 

Vande Mataram  
In Bengal, the song Vande Mataram is an ode to Bharat Mata. 
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Bankim Chandra, the freedom fighter poet gave this clarion call of Vande Matara that inspired many 

generations during the Indian Freedom Struggle and continues to do so even today, even with just 

its popular tune itself. 

 

 

Vande Mataram, an offshoot of this ethos 

Vande Mataram, our National song is an out pouring of this illustrious, hoary lineage of thought 

process and ethos. This one song expresses all this beautifully, which is why it has been aptly called 

the National Song of India. 
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Experience the Knowledge of India 

         

 

            Bharat Mata 

 

Page 55 of 59 

 

Resonance thru land and times 

The concept of Bharat Mata resonated in different forms through the land and through times. 

A Popular Depiction 

A popular depiction of Bharat Mata shows her draped in the tricolor of India. This divinity 

encompasses the contours of the Indian map, and under Her blessing hand are the multitude of 

Indian people. 

 

Bharat Mata blessing the Indian freedom fighters 

Film 

There is a film by name Mother India that was made in the year 1957, directed by Mehboob Khan 

and starring Nargis, Sunil Dutt, Rajendra Kumar, and Raaj Kumar which brings out the shades of 

earthy motherhood of this land. 

 

Mother India Film 
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Bharat Mata temples 
Today there are Bharat Mata temples at many places in India. 

 

Bharat Mata Temples in India 

At Haridwar 
A Bharat Mata Temple is located in Haridwar in Uttarkhand state. 

 

Bharat Mata Temple, Haridwar 
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At Udaipur 
There is a Bharat Mata temple, in Udaipur, Rajasthan. 

  

Bharat Mata Temple, Udaipur 

Bharat Mata Shakti Peetha 
A Bharat Mata temple was built in Kolkata in 2015, by the Spiritual Society of India, to mark the 

140th anniversary of Vande Mataram, the national Song of this land. This temple has been named 

Jayiya Shakti Peeth.  

 
 

Bharat Mata at Jatiya Shaktipeeth,  
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Bharat Mata temple in Tutukudi 
In Tutukudi, in Tamil Nadu, there is a Bharat Mata temple. 

Unfortunate incident 
In 2020, there was an unfortunate incident in Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu, when police covered 

Bharat Mata statue, as it offended a certain community.  

 

The temple and statue were restored after some people fought vigorously against this intolerance. 

 

Bharat Mata being restored to Her original state 

We need to fight vigorously against such pseudo secularism. Such incident should enthuse us and 

make us determined to build more Bharat Mata temples across India. 

More Bharat Mata Temples for Patriotism 
We need to revere our Motherland, Bharat Mata, and work for the all-round prosperity of this 

Mother. 

 We need lot more Bharat Mata temples and statues in our land to rekindle patriotism.  
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This is the call of New India, where we have to be proud of our connect from the cosmos to the local.  

These Bharat Mata temples will be places to congregate, sing songs around Her and so that the 

sense of patriotism is manifested in all the children of Bharat Mata.  

Bharat Mata needs to once again become the rallying point of patriotism which it was from 1857 to 

1947, for the freedoms struggle, for 90 years.  

Unfortunately after independence, patriotism has come down in succeeding generation. 

 It is time to revive patriotism in this generation of New India. 
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