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Buddha’s times – A benchmark 

 

Buddha is a great noble son of this earth. His birth and enlightenment is not just a benchmark for 

thought and philosophy in Asia, but His period also served as an anchor for the colonial historians, 

to fix the events in Indian history. 

 

Buddha 

Why did Buddha’s period become a benchmark for colonial historians writing Indian 

history? 

The colonial historians who visited India during the 17th and 18th century, found it difficult to fathom 

the history of India recorded in the traditional form of recording. They also grappled with the dating 

of these historical events as the thousands of years of time periods ran contrary to their views on 

the concept of Time and Creation of the World. 

The colonial historians were therefore looking for a date in the timeline of the Gregorian calendar 

to anchor Indian personages. 

Buddha, chronologically came after Rama and Krishna. His teachings were not just limited to India 

but were spread right from Afghanistan to South East Asia. Inscriptions of Buddhist teachings were 

http://www.bharathgyan.com/


Experience the Knowledge of India 
 

                                     Buddha 

 

 

Bridging Worlds Thru Knowledge Page 4 of 28 www.bharathgyan.com  

 

available in this vast geographic expanse. Buddha seemed more recent for the colonial historians 

and they therefore tried to ascribe a date for Buddha first. 

The colonial historians had come across the name Sandracottus in the records of Alexander’s visit 

to India, which was phonetically similar to the name Chandragupta. Hence they jumped to the 

conclusion that this Sandracottus, referred to in Alexander’s times, must have been none other than 

Chandragupta Maurya, a powerful king, who was also the grandfather of the great Emperor Ashoka, 

a follower of Buddha. Also Ashoka’s inscriptions on Buddha were found all over the land. 

They had not factored in, that Chandragupta was a popular name in India and that there were many 

kings by the name Chandragupta, for example, there was a Chandragupta in the Gupta dynasty too. 

In this manner, they arbitrarily fixed Chandragupta Maurya around Alexander’s period. Since 

Ashoka, the grandson of Chandragupta Maurya, converted to Buddhism post the Kalinga War, they 

concluded that Buddha must have lived just a few centuries before Ashoka. With this premise, the 

year in which Buddha attained PariNirvana, salvation, was fixed as 483 BCE. 
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Provisional and Imaginary Dates 

The date 483 BCE, for the Nirvana of Buddha, was assigned by the colonial historian E.J.Rapson. 

When propounding this date for Buddha, Rapson in his book, “Ancient India”, states, 

“Exact date of Buddha’s nirvana is not known, and hence the popularly accepted date of Buddha’s 

Nirvana is imaginary and can at best be taken as provisional”. 

The question we need to ask here is that, in a scientific historical analysis, how can an imaginary or 

provisional date be taken as a benchmark and that too, to date another legendary hero of the land?” 

 

E.J.Rapson book - Ancient India 

Not only did this fit in well with their ceiling of history based on their Creation date of 23rd October, 

4004 BCE, it collapsed the large timelines of Indian history and brought it within their reach. It also 

did not violate their premise that India was barbaric and did not have much history before the visit 

of Alexander. 

Thus Buddha was dated close to Alexander’s visit to India and this date for Buddha became a 

benchmark to fix other dates in the colonial version of Indian history. 

Other Attempts at Dating Buddha 
Many historians have come up with other probable dates for Buddha. 

Max Muller’s Dating 

What we see in this chart is that, even Max Muller, a colonial authority on India, had a very different 

date for Buddha, going back to 1221 BCE. 
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Max Muller 

Fa Hien’s Dating 

The Chinese Buddhist scholar Fa Hien, who travelled to India in 400 CE, to study Buddhism in 

detail, during his times itself had concluded the times of Buddha to be around 1050 BCE. 

 

Fa Hien 

Dr. Fleet’s Dating 

Dr. John Faithful Fleet, a British Historian, better known as Dr. J. F. Fleet, who lived between 1847 

and 1917, wrote seven authoritative books on Indian history, particularly on the Pali inscriptions. 

This was published in 1878 by Her Majesty’s Stationary Office in London. Pali was the primary 

language of the Buddhist teachings. 
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Dr. J.f. Fleet 

In his work, Dr. Fleet suggests the date of Buddha’s Nirvana to be in the year 1631 BCE. 

Bishop Bigandet’s Dating 

Bishop Paul Bigandet was born in France in 1813. He went to Myanmar on an evangelistic mission 

and became the Titular Bishop of Ramata, a province of Myanmar. Later he became the Vicar 

Apostolic of Southern Myanmar in the year 1870 and died in Myanmar in 1894. 

As we all know well, Myanmar has been a Buddhist country for more than a millennium. 

Another author, author H. Fielding, in his book, “The Soul of a People”, on the country of Myanmar, 

writes about Bishop Bigandet as, 

“Bishop Bigandet was in no sympathy with Buddhism.” 

 

Bishop Bigandet 
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This phrase here is to help us understand that the Bishop was not sympathetic to Buddhism, the 

predominant religion of Myanmar. 

This Bishop Bigandet, in his work “The Life or Legend of Gaudama”, clearly comes up with his 

date of 1887 BCE for Buddha. 

Bishop Bigandet could well have stuck to the generally accepted, imaginary date of Buddha, come 

by Rapson. India and Myanmar were not very far off. Their sources of research would have been 

similar. 

It is interesting to note that inspite of the prevalent opinion then, the Bishop did his own research 

and came up with his date of 1887 BCE in his book. 

Continuing Search 

Some of these variant dates for Buddha and the scholars who have researched on them, have also 

found mention in John Keay’s book, “India Discovered”. 

         

John Keay and his  book 

 

So, the attempt to date the lifetimes of Buddha to understand Indian history is not new. It is a topic 

that was widely in discussion among the students of history. 

Dating by Independent Scholars 
This same date of 1887 BCE has also been proposed by some independent scholars of four 

countries which include India, Tibet, China and Japan. 
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Kota Venkatachelam 

Kota Venkatachelam, an eminent Indian scholar, made a singular effort to find out the correct date 

for Buddha and came out with a detailed book on his findings along with the methodology. In his 

research, he came up with the date of March 27, 1807 BCE for Buddha’s .             

                                               

                              Kota Venkatachelam             Book on Dating Buddha, Krishna and Greek visitors 
 

A Wide Variance in Dates 
The chart here gives the various dates for Buddha. 

 

Timeline showing different dates for Buddha’s birth 

If there is such a wide variance in the dates proposed for Buddha, how do we zero in on the 

exact date? 

The correct date for Buddha has to tally from astronomical angle, tally with the Puranic lineage as 

well as the date for Kali Yuga arrived at from other sources. 
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Dating Buddha Astronomically 

Buddha’s PariNirvana 
Buddhist texts such as Samyutta Nikaya, describe that Buddha spent the last 3 months of His life in 

Shravasti from where He saw the winter solstice followed by a lunar eclipse and then a solar 

eclipse. 

The winter solstice had occurred when the sun was at Dhanishta star, between Capricorn and 

Aquarius 

Prof. Achar of the Memphis University, after scanning the years from 1900 BCE to 500 BCE for such 

a sequence of astronomical events has come up with the list of years which eventually get filtered 

down to the year 1807 BCE as the date for Buddha’s PariNirvana, demise. 

In 1807 BCE we find that the sequence of events as noted astronomically tally with the literary 

descriptions. 

 

Process of arriving at Buddha’s PariNirvana date 
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Lunar Eclipse on January 26, 1807 BCE 

 

Solar Eclipse on February 10, 1807 BCE 
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Star Map for March 27, 1807 BCE: Buddha’a PariNirvana 

Full Moon at Vishaka, 

The dates of the events around Buddha’s PariNirvana emerge as 

• Winter Solstice – January 5, 1807 BCE (between Capricorn and Aquarius) 

• Lunar Eclipse – January 26, 1807 BCE 

• Solar Eclipse – February 10, 1807 BCE 

• Buddha’s PariNirvana – March 27, 1807 BCE (Vishaka Poornima) 

Buddha’s Birth 
Literary records claim Buddha to have lived for 80 years. Hence, He must have been born in 1887 

BCE. Using further details of sky configuration mentioned in the Buddhist texts, we can arrive at the 

date of Buddha’s birth as April 9th, 1887 BCE. 
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Buddha’s Birth 9th April, 1887 BCE. Vaishaka Poornima. 

Sun can be seen setting in Taurus while Full Moon rises in Libra (Vishakha star) in East 

It is interesting to see that on this date, Mercury, Venus, Saturn and Sun were in conjunction in 

Taurus and Mars was not far away in Aries. Jupiter alone was in Virgo, almost in opposition. It was 

also a Full Moon meaning Sun and Moon too were exactly opposite to each other on either side of 

the earth. 

This means as seen from outside earth, all the planets, moon and the sun were almost in a straight 

line, aligned with Taurus. 
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View of the Planetary alignment on Buddha’s birth 
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From Archaeology 

For the last 100 years and more, archaeologists have held that Buddha was born around 400 BCE. 

But during recent excavations at the Mayadevi Temple in Lumbini, Nepal, a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, long identified as the birth place of Buddha, archaeologists have now unearthed an earlier 

temple there, previously unknown, which was a Buddhist temple. 

 

Mayadevi Temple, Lumbini, Nepal 

A timber structure here of a Buddhist shrine below the brick structure suggests that a Buddha 

temple existed here even before 400 BCE, probably belonging to 6th century BCE or even earlier. 

 

Fresh Excavation near Maya Devi Temple 
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This archaeological research finding has been led by Robin Coningham from Durham University, UK 

who said, “Now for the first time, we have an archaeological sequence at Lumbini that shows a 

building there, as early as 6th century BCE.” 

Archaeology, the touchstone of approval for the traditional historians has also started pushing back 

the date of Buddha. 
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Buddha in the Puranic Lineage 

The Purana describe the number of years of reign of the different kings in different dynasties all the 

way from Mahabharata to Buddha’s times and beyond. The Puranic lineage which runs to over 

1200 years from the time of Mahabharata to the time of Buddha, is expressed in good detail in 

Vishnu Purana, Vayu Purana, Matsya Purana, Bhagavata Purana and Bhavishya Purana. Some 

Buddhist texts also speak of this dynasty for the period around Buddha. 

The Line Taken 

1. One thing that comes out common among all these texts is that, they speak of a continuous 

kingship of Magadha for over 1200 years, starting from the Barhadratha dynasty. 

Brihadratha was the father of Jarasandha, the father-in-law of Kamsa and this dynasty was 

named after him. Jarasandha was killed by Bhima much before the Mahabharata War. 

Jarasandha’s son Sahadeva who took over the reign of the Magadha kingdom was killed 

during the Mahabharata War. The Magadha kingdom was then led by Somadhi the son of 

Sahadeva. So, the reign of Somadhi and the history of Magadha can be traced to the 

Mahabharata war which has been independently dated to 3067 BCE as we shall see later in 

this book. Jarasandha, Sahadeva and Somadhi were all contemporaries of Krishna and had 

lived during His times. 

2. The Purana express not only the lineage of the kings of Magadha but they also express with 

clarity the lineage of kings in various other dynasties especially the Ikshvaku dynasty, the 

dynasty in which Buddha was born. The listing of the Ikshvaku dynasty is much longer and 

traces its lineage across many millennia, all the way back upto Rama and also His ancestors. 

3. The Mahabharata war provides a common time window from which to juxtapose these 

dynasties. Both the Barhadratha dynasty of Magadha and the Ikshvaku dynasty contain 

names of kings who started reigning after the Mahabharata war. 

4. The listing of both these dynasties and the fact from other Puranic and Buddhist sources, 

that Buddha was born to King Shuddhodhana while Magadha was ruled by King Kshemajit, 

shows a concordance indeed. King Shuddhodhana was the 23rd  king in Ikshvaku dynasty 

since Mahabharata war while King Kshemajit was the 31st king since Mahabharata war to 

rule Magadha. 

5. The names and order of the kings in the various dynasties as listed by the different Purana, 
as well as the number of years of their reign, tally, save for a few. This is understandable for 
a literature that has come down so many millennia and contains a listing that spans across 
many millennia prior to that. 
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6. The most important of all is that, this 1200 year period has been expressed among other 

scholars, by Horace Heyman Wilson in his English language work, “Vishnu Purana - A 

System of Hindu Mythology and Tradition” as well as by F.E.Pargiter. Coming from 

English historians, this lineage and time span, has been accepted by colonial historians. 

7. Where the colonial historians differ from traditional scholars of India is that, they fix the 

date of Buddha as 487 BCE based on Alexander’s visit and work back 1200 years to fix the 

Mahabharata date as 1700 BCE. Whereas the traditional scholars of India fix the 

Mahabharata date based on the astronomical Kali Yuga conjunction as 3102 BCE and work 

forward 1200 years to trace Buddha’s period between 1900 and 1800 BCE. 

 

The Litmus Test 
Puranic and other literary records mention that Buddha was born in the Ikshvaku dynasty to King 

Shuddhodhana when King Kshemajit, also known as King Kshatraujas ruled Magadha. The year 

1887 BCE, arrived at astronomically, should fall within the reign of King Kshemajit and King 

Shuddhodhana arrived at from the Purana. 

Similarly, since literary records also claim that Buddha attained PariNirvana during Magadha King 

Ajatashatru’s 8th year of reign, it implies that Ajatashatru’s reign should have started in 1814 BCE 

using 1807 BCE arrived at astronomically. 

The Lineage 
The following table has been arrived at by going through the sloka and English translations of 

Vishnu Purana, Vayu Purana, Matsya Purana, Bhagavata Purana and Bhavishya Purana by 

H.H,Wilson as well as F.E.Pargiter. An analysis of the list of kings and the number of years of their 

reign across these Purana has been done to arrive at this table with maximum concordance across 

them all. 
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We see that the periods arrived at for the reign of Ajatasatru and Kshemajit through astronomy, do 

tally with the Puranic sources. We see Ajatasatru’s reign starting in 1814 BCE, tallying with the 

astronomical finding that in the 8th year of his reign, i.e., 1807 BCE Buddha attained PariNirvana. 

We also see that Kshemajit’s reign spanning from 1892 BCE to 1852 BCE, covering the 

astronomically arrived at 1887 BCE for the year when Buddha was born to King Shuddhodhana in 

Ikshvaku dynasty. 

This places in clear light, the timeline of not only Buddha to 1800 BCE but of Mahabharata and 

Krishna to 3100 BCE. 
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Dating of Krishna 

We have seen that Krishna lived 1200 before Buddha, in 3100 BCE by going back wards from the 

date of Buddha, 1887 BCE. This dating of Krishna can be conclusively proved through science. 

The science of Archaeo-Astronomy has enabled us to go beyond the boundaries of conventional 

archaeology in tracing the historicity of some well-known personages of this land, such as Rama, 

Krishna, Buddha, Mahavira and Shankara. Planetary configurations mentioned in the ancient 

scriptures pertaining to major events and personages connected, help us date events that happened 

around these personages, centuries and millennia ago, either manually or with more ease and 

accuracy, using Planetarium software. 

As per the Purana, Lord Krishna was born around midnight. That night was the eight phase of the 

moon known as Ashtami Tithi. The moon was near Vrshabha, the bull, i.e the Taurus constellation 

that houses the star Rohini. The star Rohini is known as Aldeberan in modern astronomy. The 

month was Shravana, one of the 12 months in the Indian calendar. 

These details are clearly mentioned in the 10thSkanda, 3rd chapter of the Bhagavata Purana. The 

relevant sloka is, 

Shravana vada ashtami, Rohini Nakshtra, uditam Lagnam 

This detail combined with details of sky configurations for events that happened around Krishna’s 

lifetimes, namely the Mahabharata, leads us to the exact birth date for Krishna. 

 

Krishna’s Birth Chart 

 Courtesy Prof.Narahari Achar, Memphis University, USA 

Such a search leads us to 27th July, 3112 BCE as Krishna’s date of birth in the Gregorian Calendar. 
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Krishna in Buddhist texts 

Buddhist Works 
Buddha, the enlightened one, lived about 1200 years after Krishna. 

 

Buddha teaching His disciples 

Some of the teachings of Buddha ran contrary to the teachings of Krishna, in the Bhagavad Gita. 

In the Buddhist works, Sutra Pitaka and Lalita Vistara, there is a mention of Krishna. However, in 

both these texts, Krishna is referred to as an Asura. A derogatory reference indeed! 

 

Sutra Pitaka 
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Lalita Vistara 

The derogatory reference to Krishna in the text could be because Krishna’s teachings centered 

around Nishkama Karma – detached performance of duty without expectation of rewards. 

These viewpoints were inimical to Buddha’s teachings which emphasized renunciation of the 

materialistic life. 

Arjuna, before the start of the Kurukshetra war, refusing to fight, lays down his weapons and 

expresses his desire to renounce everything and go away from the battlefield. 

Krishna then advises Arjuna through the Bhagavad Gita how renunciation is not an easy, casual act 

and how it is a superior, ultimate goal, which is hard to achieve. He cautions against using 

renunciation as a means to escape from worldly problems. 

Krishna points out that total renunciation is possible only for those who are mentally qualified. He 

then advocates Nishkama Karma, a philosophy of doing one’s duties in a detached manner, without 

expecting any returns, as the way to mentally prepare oneself for the ultimate act of renunciation 

and then liberation. 

http://www.bharathgyan.com/


Experience the Knowledge of India 
 

                                     Buddha 

 

 

Bridging Worlds Thru Knowledge Page 24 of 28 www.bharathgyan.com  

 

Nishkama Karma thus holds significance in a worldly life, full of materialistic bonds, activities and 

rituals. 

Krishna propounded the ideology of every individual continuing to live in household and society 

but practicing Nishkama Karma itself as a duty, Dharma to attain liberation. 

Whereas Buddha’s advice to His followers was to ask them to inculcate knowledge, so that they 

could develop themselves, understand the futility of worldly objects, understand that nothing in the 

world is permanent and that therefore, there was no point in desiring anything. 

Buddha thus advised people to renounce and remove all desires to attain liberation. 

This is a simplistic explanation for the limited purpose of easy understanding of what could have 

been the reason for Krishna being denigrated as an Asura in Buddhist texts. 

The focus in the above discussion is not to analyze Buddha’s teachings vis-à-vis Krishna’s teachings, 

but to bring to light, the acknowledgement of Krishna’s historical presence, even about 1500 years 

before present, when these texts may have been written. 

The point to be noted here is that, by referring to Krishna, although in unfavourable terms, these 

texts were also acknowledging His historical presence and His teachings. 

Need a Real Person to Scold 
One can find fault with or scold a person only when one acknowledges his historical presence. 

Why would someone criticize a mythical, non-existent person, that too in an acknowledged 

philosophical treatise, the Buddhists texts in this case? 

There is no point in doing so. 

This is a case of an acknowledged and authentic Buddhist text acknowledging historical existence of 

Krishna many centuries before it. 

Jataka Tales 
Apart from these Buddhist treatises, we have the popular Jataka tales. These are a compilation of 

moral stories with animals and humans as main characters. These Jataka tales are primarily 

Buddhist works. 
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Jataka Tales 

Kunala Jataka 

In – 536, we find mention of the five brothers and their wife Draupadi. 
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Kunala Jataka 536 

Dhumakari Jataka 

In Dhumakari Jataka 413, the Swayamvara of Draupadi, where Arjuna, the Pandava prince, also 

called as Dhananjaya for his skill, won her in an archery contest, forms the canvas for the story. 

 

Dhumakari Jataka 

From this it is clear to us that in the serious, philosophical, Buddhist texts of Lalita Vistara and Sutra 
Pitaka, as well as in the moral Jataka stories for children, not only Krishna but also the Pandava 
princes are discussed as examples, so that the commoner can understand the story well and relate 
to the content. 
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Adi Shankara 

Adi Shankara was the acharya who propounded the Advaita Vedanta, which speaks of the unity of 

Atma and Brahman. He unified the various thoughts of Indian philosophy, as He travelled across the 

country, conducting discourses, and taking part in debates with other philosophers, while defeating 

many through His arguments. Thus He established Advaita philosophy, which establishes the 

existence of one formless Divine Reality – Brahman, while considering the universe and its 

creatures to be an illusion. 

 

Buddha’s date has been also the benchmark to fix Adi Shankara’s date. Many scholars are of the 

view that Shankara was born in 780 CE. This theory has been floated as Buddha’s year of birth has 

been erroneously placed at 540 BCE. Shankara was then placed 1300 years later. Now through our 

research at Bharath Gyan, we have accurately placed Buddha as belonging to 1887 BCE. 

Having done this, we can correctly place Adi Shankara to 509 BCE, to where He belongs. Again the 

gap is 1300 years. In Bharath Gyan, similarly we have been able to prepare and give the timeline of 

all the important characters and events in Indian history.  

From the different dates calculated, we get the timeline of Krishna, Buddha and Adi Shankara, based 

on Buddha’s date. 
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