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Indo Russian Connect 
D.K.Hari & D.K.Hema Hari, Founders, Bharath Gyan 

 

India is an ancient civilization that lies in the tropics. It is a sub-continent by itself. Russia is 

an old land that stradles two continents, Europe and Asia. In comparison to the tropical, hot 

and humid land of India, Russia is a cold country. 

While they are geographically apart, there are many factors that connect these two lands, 

these two peoples, from ancient times to modern times.  

The connect is in language, art, theatre, technology, culture and many other facets.  

When the people see these connects, laid out one after another, the bond grows stronger.  

A civilization connect appears! 

ANCIENT INDO-RUSSIA CONNECT 

Language 
Among the Indo-European languages, there are 2 branches. One is called Satem. The other 

is Centum, pronounced as Kentum. This word comes from how one pronounces the word 

hundred, Centum. In Samskrt, it is pronounced as Satam. When we bless someone, they 

bless as, “Jeeve Ma Sharadh A Saatam”, meaning “May you live a hundred winters”.  

Satam branch 

Both the Indian languages and the Russian languages belong to this Satam branch of 

language. From this flows a lot of close similarities between the languages. Not only do both 

Samskrt and Russian belong to the family of Indo-European languages, but they belong to 

the subset of Satam branch of language. So, their affinity is lot closer.  

Let us see some examples to understand it even better. 

Svet  

Svet stands for white, both in Russian and in Samskrt. In Russian, we have the popular 

name Svetlana. Joseph Stalin’s daughter was named Svetlana Stalin.  
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Joseph Stalin and Svetlana Stalin 

Tennis players, actors and actresses are also named Svetlana. It is a popular name in 

Russian. 

 

Svetlana’s Galore 

Svetoslav 

The famous Russian painter, Svetoslav Roerich, son of the legendary Russian painter 

Nicholas Roerich also has in his name Svet, white. 

Svetaketu 

In the Upanishad, we have the famous episode of Svetaketu, questioning his father and 

Rishi, Rishi Uddalaka. 
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The discussion was on similarity of origin, of a Banyan tree from a small seed and that of 

the universe also from a small seed. The seed of such a mighty tree like Banyan is so small 

and when you break open that small seed, what you see inside is a hollow space. Indeed it 

is hollow and empty! 

Similarly, the vast Universe that we see around us too has come from such 

nothingness, Shunya. Shunya is not literally nothing. It is referred to as nothing as there is 

no point of reference to this tattva, concept in Creation. In reality, this nothing is 

everything, the source of whole Creation. This nothingness is also referred to as Chit, the 

sublime conciousness. 

The Shunya Vada discussion, takes us there.  

This timeless truth was revealed to Svetaketu by his father Rishi Uddalaka. This incident is 

recorded in the Chandogya Upanishad. 

 

 
Svetaketu and Rishi Uddalaka 

 

Thus we see that name Svet and Svetaketu have a very lofty and philosophical association in 
Indian culture. 

Medvedev Demitry 

The former Russian President’s name is Medvedev Demitry. The word Medvedev is derived 

from Medved, meaning someone having knowledge of honey. The similar word for Medved 

in Samskrt is Madhu Vedi, Madhu meaning Honey and Vedi, Knowledge.  
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Medvedev Demitry 

The name Medvedev means, ‘Knowledge as sweet as honey’.  

 The word Demitry comes from Deva Mitra. Deva means divine, Mitra means friend. Deva 

Mitra refers to ‘Friend of the Divine’. 

Common Root Words 

Samskrt English 

Madhu Honey 

Vedi Knowledge 

Dev Divine 

Mitra Friend 

Svet White 

Bal Strong 

Indo Russian Language Connect 
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This shows the language similarity / affinity that goes back by millennia. 

Idol 

Close Connect from Pagan Days 

In the Pre Christian Pagan days of Russia, probably there was a much closer connect 

between the two peoples.  

 

Russia, Pre Christian times 

The Slavic, East European and Russian Divinity was a wooden God named Balvan, the 

strong one, Almighty. 
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Balvan Idols, Russia 
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Balvan, Bal, Strong 

In Samskrt language too, the term Balvan is for the strong, Bal meaning strong.  

Old Vishnu statue excavated 

By the Volga River, one of the main rivers of Russia, in Staraya Maina village of Ulyanovsk 

region, recent archaeological excavation, unearthed a Vishnu statue from 7th century CE. 

 

Vishnu Statue 
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Older than Kiev 

Ulyanovsk region was a highly populated city, 1700 years ago. This region is 

archaeologically older than Kiev.  

Dr. Alexander Kozhevin of Archaeology Department of Ulyanovsk State University 

excavated the above. 

Route 
For this connect to have been, what was the route that was traversed from ancient India to 

Russia? 

 We should recognize that till a few hundred years back, the Indian civilization extended 

upto Afghanistan in North West.  

From Northern Afghanistan, across the Karakoram Range is the southern edge of the 

Caspian Sea. 

Baku 
By Caspian Sea, is the very ancient city of Baku. Baku is today the capital of Azerbaijan. 

Atishgah, Fire Temple 

Near Baku, is Atishgah, which is a Fire temple. This Fire temple was frequented by Rishi and 

Muni, from the present day regions of Afghanistan, till a few hundred years back. 

A continuously burning fire 

From then to now in this Atisgah, a fire has been continuously burning in the fire temple.  

Museum 

Within the temple complex is a Museum now, which showcases as to how the Rishi and 

Muni lived their, shared their knowledge and experiences.  

This Baku was the transit point for travellers from Indian civilization to the Russian 

civilization.  

Rama Connect 

Ra-Sun 

In the word Rama, the syllable Ra stands for Sun, Sun Rays, Sun Light. One of the Indian 
words for Sun is Ravi, which has the root Ra in it. 
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Sun 

 

It is well known that Rama belonged to Surya Vamsha, Solar Dynasty. 

Romanov dynasty 

In the Russian civilization, the Czar Kings belonged to the Romanov dynasty. 

 

Russia, ruled by the Czars 

 

Romanov Family 
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Ramanov-Lineage from Sun Dynasty 

In the names Rama and Romanov, the common factor is Ra, indicating that this Russian 

dynasty claim their lineage to the Sun dynasty. 

MEDIEVAL INDO RUSSIAN CONNECT 

Art 

Nicholas Roerich 

The legendary Russian painter Nicholas Roerich, painted about Himalayas, Tibet, Himachal 

Pradesh as part of their paintings which are intrinsic part of Russian heritage. 
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Roerich Paintings 

Svetslova Roerich 

Nicholas Roerich’s son, Svetoslav Nicholas not only fell in love with the Indian landscape 

for his paintings, but also he fell in in love with, Devika Rani, then then prima dona actress 

of the silent movie era. Devika Rani was the 1st lady of Indian Cinema, a sublimely beautiful 

woman, in 1945 and was incidently also the grand –niece of Rabindranath Tagore. 

 

Svetoslav Roerich and Devika Rani 

After marriage, the Roerichs settled down, creating their own farm house in the outskirts of 

Bangalore, in Tataguni village. 
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Svetoslav Roerich with Father Nicholas Roerich and wife Devika 

 

Roerich Estate, Tataguni 

  

Roerich Paintings displayed at Roerich Estate 
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Theatre 
Raj Kapoor through his famous films, “Shri 420” and “Awaara”, not only captured the 

Indian audience, but as well the Russian audience.  

 
 

Raj Kapoor with the students of The Moscow College of Circus and Variety Arts, Moscow, 1967 

 

Raj Kapoor during the Awaara and Shree 420 tour. A puppet show at Leningrad, in which the puppets 

play Raj Kapoor’s characters 

He was as much a hero in Russia, as in India. 
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Raj Kapoor at a reception in Moscow in 1954 and a Soviet film promotion poster featuring Raj Kapoor 

for Shree 420 

Literature 
Leo Tolstoy was a famous Russian novelist. 

Leo Tolstoy had such an impression on the Indian lawyer Mohan Das Karamchand Gandhi, 

that when Gandhi started a farm in South Africa, he called it the Tolstoy farm.  
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Mahatma Gandhi and Tolstoy Farm 

There have been many correspondence between Gandhi and Tolstoy, which have since 

been brought out in a book form.  

The experiments of Gandhi, his Satyagraha were finetuned in this Tolstoy farm. 

                               

A correspondence of Leo Tolstoy to Mohandas Gandhi – “A Letter to a Hindu” 

One of the poignant statements of the South Africa is, “You gave us a lawyer. We gave you 

back a Mahatma.” 
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 Mohan Das Karamchand Gandhi, Lawyer and Mahatma   

Technology 
In Technology, Brahmos missile is an outstanding example of collaboration in advanced 

technology, between India and Russia. It is a 5th generation supersonic missile, one of the 

best in the world. It is a pride for both India and Russia. 

 

 

Brahmos Missile 
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The very name Brahmos, for the missile comes form the starting letter of the name of the 

two rivers, BRAHmaputra and MOScow. 

SYMBOL CONNECT BETWEEN BRICS COUNTRIES 

Symbol for BRICS 
Today, India and Russia are part of BRICS. 

 

‘Bar Headed Goose’ 

 The one common symbol that could be adopted for BRICS could be the “Bar headed goose”.  

The zoological name of this bird is Anser Indicus. 

Paramahamsa 

In Samskrt language, this is called Paramahamsa. Hamsa is generally described as swan for 

its graceful flying. 

Luftansa 

We have the famous German Airline, Luftansa. Luft means life and Hansa, Hamsa, means 

swan for graceful flying. 

Flies Higher Than Mount Everest 

This bird Paramahamsa is so versatile and hardy it is capable of flying high, very high. It has 

been seen flying over Mount Everest, which is 8848 metres high. At that height, no other 

bird dares to soar. It is also been heard to fly over another great Himalayan peak, Mount 
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Makalu, pronounced as Makaru in Chinese language, which is the 5th highest peak in the 

world.  

Not only does this bird has the capacity to fly regularly over great heights. but in its flight 

covers all these countries of BRICS. 

From Siberia in Russia, across China, to Tibet, to India to South Africa 

This is the bird which flies from Siberia, across China, hopping on to the Tibet region, flying 

over Himalayas, nests in India and even flies over Indian Ocean all the way to South Africa.  

An Apt Symbol 

A versatile bird indeed. 

A bird that can soar higher than an American eagle.  

A bird that binds the lands.  

A bird that connects BRICS nations.  

A bird that can be the symbol of BRICS. 
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