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Archaeology is a field of work that involves identifying ancient sites, some buried under mounds 

of sand, excavating artifacts from these ancient sites and by studying them, trying to establish the 

historical time period to which those artifacts must have belonged.  

 

The word Archaeology is derived from archaic, meaning old, ancient, as archaeology involves 

uncovering our past. 

India being an old civilization has got so much potential for archaeology, because there is so 

much that has got to be uncovered and excavated. There are archeological sites all over India.  

Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro 
One of the startling archaeological finding are the Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, which comprises 

of 2600 archaeological sites, mostly along the now dry Sarasvati River.  

 

Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro civilization region 
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Drainage System excavated in Mohenjo-Daro 

Adichanallur excavation 
In the southern tip of India, near Kanyakumari, we have the Adichanallur excavation sites, with 

the oldest, archaeological finds around 2000 BCE. Like this there are many archaeological sites 

spread across India, a few excavated, and many more waiting to be excavated. This land of India 

which is one of the oldest civilizations of the world has so much to tell us about its glorious past 

through this field of archaeology. 

 

Adichanallur, Location 
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Adichanallur excavation site 

Source - Archaeological Survey of India 

Jwalapuram 
Research brought out that there was a huge volcanic explosion 74,000 years back in the 

southeast, in the Sumatra islands. This is known as the Toba Explosion. This is a well accepted 

geological fact. 

 

The magnitude of this volcanic ash was so huge that the ash that spewed out, has been found to 

have flung to many parts of Asia, smothering life and property. The ash layer at Jwalapuram too, 

has been identified as the ash from this Toba explosion that happened 74,000 years back. 

 

In Jwalapuram, implements used by man, were found both below and above this ash layer. 

 

What this means is that, there were people, evolved enough to use implements, living here much 

before 74,000 years ago, even before the Toba explosion as evidenced by the tools below the 

ash. It also means that they continued to live here even after the explosion and the reference layer 

of the ash. This can be seen in the implements above the ash layer. 
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Stone tools above ash layer post Toba explosion 

This goes to show that the civilization of the Andhra Pradesh region is not a recent inhabitation 

by some people only in the last 2 to 3 thousand years, but that people have been continuously 

living here for over 75,000 years and have left their imprints for us to see. 

 

Thus we see that it is possible through Archaeology to substantiate other modes of research as 

well. 

 

 
 

Jwalapuram Archaeological Site where the implements were found 
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Jwalapuram and Toba 

More on Jwalapuram site in our book Telugu Talli – Her Unknown Side. 
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Alexander Cunningham 
In British India, the first archaeologist was Alexander Cunningham, the founder of 

Archaeological Survey of India. He came to India at the age of 19 in 1833, as the second 

lieutenant of Bengal Engineering Cops. When posted in Varanasi, at a young age of 21, in 1835, 

he started excavation in nearby Sarnath. These excavations at Sarnath that he carried out with his 

own money, led to identifying the deer park, where Buddha gave his first sermon.  

              

             Alexander Cunningham                                          Sarnath Excavation Site 

This and other efforts of Alexander Cunningham led to the formation of Archaeological Survey 

of India in the year 1861, by which time he had rose in rank to become Major General Alexander 

Cunningham. 
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Archaeological Survey of India 

Emergence of Marine Archaeology 
Until a few decades ago, archaeology meant only excavating artifacts from sites on land. With 

advancements in deep sea diving, bringing to light many sunken treasures and remnants of 

ancient cities that lie buried underwater, a branch called Marine Archaeology has also emerged 

to shed more light on the finds under the sea. 

Archaeology is thus broadly came to be divided into 2 – 

 

1. Traditional Archaeology, where ancient structures, inscriptions, copper plates, coins, 

pottery, metal ware, jewellery, skeletal remains of humans and animals and other artifacts 

from excavation sites on the ground are dug out, dated and deciphered to obtain 

information about ancient civilizations. The main disadvantage of this archaeology is that 

traditional archaeological evidences are not directly available due to an elapse time of 

more than 7200 years, coupled with a continuous civilization, 

 

2. Marine Archaeology, wherein underwater explorations are undertaken, to look for and 

study submerged structures – signs of an earlier civilization.  The field of Marine 

Archaeology has enabled mankind to cross the hitherto known limits of land and has 

extended the boundaries of our search for our ancients. 
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Dwaraka Excavation 
Many underwater explorations have been carried out in the last 50 years to establish the identity 

of the submerged Dwaraka.  

 

Dwaraka City – An |Artist’s model 

Indian archaeologists such as the notable Dr. S.R.Rao, have conducted marine archaeology 

expeditions of the Dwaraka coast in the Arabian sea. In fact Dr.S.R.Rao had conducted 12 

extensive underwater search expeditions between the years 1983 and 1990 to place before the 

world incontrovertible evidence of a pre-historic settlement on the sea bed. For his stupendous 

work in this field, Dr.S.R.Rao is today honoured as the Father of Marine Archaeology. 

                  

                                          Dr. S. R. Rao 
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An Underwater site in Dwaraka 

Rama Setu 
Over the years, many research has also been carried out at the Rama Setu site, in studying the many layers 

of the bridge under water, establishing the fact that Rama Setu is indeed a manmade bridge. 

 

Graphical Representation of Rama Setu 
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Graphical Representation of Layers of Rama Setu 

 

The Setu being built by the Vanara 

Poompuhar 
Poompuhar is a town in the Nagapattinam district of Tami Nadu, and which is a Marine 

Archaeological site. It is now established by marine archaeological research conducted by the 

National Institute of Marine Archaeology, Goa, that, much of the town was washed away by 

progressive erosion and floods. The submerged wharves and several meter lengths of pier walls 

excavated in recent times, have corroborated the literary references to Poompuhar.  
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Poompuhar underwater archaeological site 

 

Nagapattinam location 

Archaeo Astronomy 
In recent times, a new field of Archaeology has come up whereby, the way you dig into ground, 

you dig into sky. This is the field of Archaeo Astronomy. 
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Archaeo-Astronomy is a new term comprising of 2 components. Archaeo derived from archaic 

and Astronomy, the science of sky observations. The subject Archaeo-Astronomy deals with a 

new way of utilizing science to study the archaic. 

 

This is a technique of charting the future or past sky using a scientific tool. This tool helps to 

arrive at planetary positions given a date in future or past and vice-versa i.e., given a set of 

planetary configurations, the tool can help identify the date in future when the planetary 

configuration could occur or identify the date in the past, when the planetary configuration could 

have occurred. 

 

Such tools are collectively called Planetarium software.  

 

From the facts available in history and literature, and through Archaeo Astronomy, we have been 

able to date the lives of Rama and Krishna, which we have brought up in our book series, 

Historical Rama and Historical Krishna respectively, and also in our Historical Rama Film.  
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We deal with Archaeology in all the three books of the Rama series, while Archaeo Astronomy 

is dealt with in Historical Rama and Ramayana in Lanka books. 

 

 

 
 

 

In the Historical Krishna series, Archaeology is covered in all the three books, while Archaeo 

Astronomy is dealt with in Dating of Krishna.  
 

Dating Rama 
As per the sloka in Valmiki Ramayana - Verse No. 1.18.8, 9th. 
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Rama was born on the Navami tithi of Shukla Paksha of Chaitra masa (9th day of the increasing 

phase of the moon in the lunar month of Chaitra). At that time, the Nakshatra or star was 

Punarvasu and Sun, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter and Venus were in Aries, Capricorn, Libra, Cancer 

and Pisces respectively. The Lagna was Cancer and Jupiter and moon were shining together. 

 

By searching the skies of the past for the configuration of planets as indicated by the sloka, one 

can arrive at the date in the English calendar for this configuration.  

 

Rama’s Birth 
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Sky Chart of Rama’s Birth 

Thus date and time of Rama’s birth has been arrived as 12:30 in the afternoon on 10th January 

5114 BCE. Similarly, the dates of other Ramayana events have also been arrived at. 
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Dating Krishna 
Similarly, as per the scriptures, Lord Krishna was born around midnight. That night was the eight phase 

of the moon known as Ashtami Tithi. The moon was near Vrshabha, the bull, i.e the Taurus constellation 

that houses the star Rohini. The star Rohini is known as Aldeberan in modern astronomy. The month 

was Shravana, one of the 12 months in the Indian calendar. 

These details are clearly mentioned in the 10th Skanda, 3rd chapter of the Bhagavata Purana. The 

relevant sloka is, 

Shravana vada ashtami, Rohini Nakshtra, uditam Lagnam 

This detail combined with details of sky configurations for events that happened around Krishna’s 

lifetimes, namely the Mahabharata, leads us to the exact birth date for Krishna. 

Such a search leads us to 27th July, 3112 BCE as Krishna’s date of birth in the Gregorian Calendar. 

 

Birth of Krishna 
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Star positions during Krishna’s birth - 27th July, 3112 BCE 

Precise 
In traditional archaeology, we can only arrive at a rough period, and not the precise date, which 

is calculated from layers of excavation and through Carbon dating method, with an error margin 

of + or – 200 years. 

 

In Archaeo Astronomy however, we can arrive at the precise date and time. Apart from the Date 

of Birth, the other events of Rama’s and Krishna’s live are also found to be internally consistent. 

 

Thus we see that a field like archaeology which has developed over the last few hundred years, 

has branched out into newer fields like Marine Archaeology and Archaeo Astronomy. 

International Archaeology Day 
Highlighting the importance of archaeology, International Archaeology Day is held each year on 

the third Saturday of October, for presenting archaeological programs and activities for people of 

all ages and interests. It is a day of celebration of archaeology and the thrill of discovery. 
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Email bharathgyan@gmail.com  

Website www.bharathgyan.com  

Blog http://bharathgyanblog.wordpress.com  

Twitter http://www.twitter.com/bharathgyan  

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/bharathgyan  

You Tube http://www.youtube.com/user/bharathgyan  

 

Our Books Avail 

  

In India https://www.sattvastore.com  

Outside India http://www.amazon.com  

Teleshop 1 800 258 8888 (India Tollfree)  

 

mailto:bharathgyan@gmail.com
http://www.bharathgyan.com/
http://bharathgyanblog.wordpress.com/
http://www.twitter.com/bharathgyan
http://www.facebook.com/bharathgyan
http://www.youtube.com/user/bharathgyan
https://www.sattvastore.com/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_2?_encoding=UTF8&field-author=D.%20K.%20Hema%20Hari&search-alias=digital-text

