
Experience the Knowledge of India 

 

                 Malabar Tsunami 

 

 

Bridging Worlds Thru Knowledge Page 1 of 19 www.bharathgyan.com  

 

 

http://www.bharathgyan.com/


Experience the Knowledge of India 

 

                 Malabar Tsunami 

 

 

Bridging Worlds Thru Knowledge Page 2 of 19 www.bharathgyan.com  

 

Malabar Tsunami 

D.K.Hari & D.K.Hema Hari, Founders, Bharath Gyan 

 

 

Tsunami 
Tsunami is a term that entered the Indian vocabulary with a big bang after a tsunami struck the 

south coast of India and South East Asia, on 26th December 2004, leaving behind a wide scale of 

destruction. Until then, in recent memory, tidal floods of a massive scale were not associated with 

coastal India. 

Tsunami is a Japanese word for these giant tidal waves emanating from the ocean after a massive 

earthquake. 

 

In ancient India, there are references and descriptions in our scriptures, of a Tsunami like event, 

which left behind massive destructions. 

Dwaraka Tsunami 
The classic case is that of Dwaraka, the city built by Lord Krishna. 

The destruction of Dwaraka is ascribed to a major ecological upheaval that occurred after the 

departure of Krishna. 
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More on Dwaraka Tsunami in our book, Historical Krishna. 

 

 

Nala Setu Tsunami 
Similarly in the year 1480 CE, there was a major storm, probably like a modern day like Tsunami, 

which washed away portions of the bridge. The remains became a dilapidated structure and hence 

became unusable. 

                          

             Foot traffic across the Setu till 1480 CE             The disjointed and dilapidated Setu 

                                                                                                  post the 1480 CE storm 

 

More on this in our book and film Historical Rama. 
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Himalayan Tsunami 
In June 2013, the pilgrim towns in the Himalayas were devastated by floods. But this devastation 

was not due to an earthquake but floods due to a cloudburst, and has been termed as Himalayan 

Tsunami. 

Cloudbursts occur when huge columns of monsoon clouds, heavily laden with water molecules are 

triggered by either a physical barrier or other dynamics in the atmosphere to discharge their heavy 

payload in a rush. This leads to rapid and voluminous rainfall in a short duration.  It is like a 

Tsunami but from the skies. 

More in our eBook – Himalayan Tsunami – Waiting to Happen, Happened. Why? 

http://bharathgyan.com/images/rocketlauncher/frontpage/ebooks/Himalayan%20Tsunami.pdf 
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Malabar Tsunami 
Intense rains have lashed Kerala and Kodagu district of Karnataka in August 2018, causing 

unprecedented floods and misery across the state. In August until the 16th, the rainfall was 

619.5mm, when usually it is 244.1 mm, during this period. Almost all the 14 districts of the state 

have been effected, by huge waves of flood, on the opening of the over-loaded dams, and has been 

nothing short of a Tsunami. 

 

Kerala Floods 

In Kodagu 

In two weeks post the Kodagu floods, ₹1160 crore had been lost, 20,894 ha of crop lost, with 21 

people dying and dozens missing, along with 2200 houses destroyed, with 150 roads gone, and 

thousands of animals dead. 

Man Made and Natural Tsunami 

Shall we call this disaster Malabar Tsunami? 

Both the Himalayan Tsunami and Malabar Tsunami are man made, unlike the Dwaraka Tsunami 

and the Tsunami of 2004, which are natural Tsunami. 

Man worships the unmanifest Divinity, Purusha while he destroys the manifest Nature, Prakriti, 

hardly realizing that Nature is but a manifestation of the unmanifest Divinity. Nature then strikes 

back. 

A Scientist’s Prophetic Report 
Professor Madhav Gadgil, the environment scientist. Does the name ring a bell? 
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He was called in, by the social forestry department by the then government to study the impact of 

deforestation, in Western Ghats, the illegal quarrying, the illegal occupation of forest lands, sand 

mining from rivers and the filling of paddy lands. 

 

Professor Madhav Gadgil 

He cited all these and said Kerala in the long run will see devastation of unimaginable proportions, 

landslides will be there in every hilly region, the rivers will flood since there is no sand in its bed 

and the riversides have illegal constructions. 

This gentleman professor had given a 2000 plus page report and urged the government to take 

appropriate action.  

 

Gadgil Report 
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He had to leave in disappointment. 

Government ignores warning 
The Left, Right and the Centre called him names and conducted protest marches in all the hilly 

districts. 

They even burned a Revenue/village office during the violent protests against the Gadgil Report. 

He left silently and now the state is gasping for air, looking for help from every possible agency and 

from the Centre. 

UPA government under Jairam Ramesh squashed the Gadgil recommendations. Infact it was not 

even in the public domain till a PIL was filed. Kerala government was the first to openly oppose it, 

Jayanti Natarajan dismissed the report and sought a second opinion.  

The NDA government too has rejected this report. 

Church too 
In 2013, the Syrian Catholic Church in Kerala rejected both Gadgil and Kasturirangan reports. They 

had then said that both reports are written by ecologists who don’t care about people, and just flora 

and fauna. 

 

Dr. K Kasturirangan 

“We will physically beat back anyone who comes to our area to implement this report."  

This was the attitude of Congress MLA PC George of the Syro-Malabar Catholic Church, Kerala's 

largest Christian group, towards Gadgil Report. 
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P C  George 

In 2013, the top Kerala cardinals met the Congress high command to lobby against the scientific 

recommendations. They wanted to protect Church interests. The rest is history. 

 

 

Cardinals who met Sonia Gandhi 
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Cardinal with Sonia Gandhi 

Church – Communists Nexus 

One of the reasons for the present floods is due to the nexus of church and communists in Kerala, 

for land grabbing. This calamity that Kerala witnessed is a repercussion of their misdeed for 

decades. 

Media Hypocricy 

When environmentalists with vested interests complained against Art of Living event on 

the banks of Yamuna, the media attacked Sri Sri Ravi Shankar. But when environmentalists 

reported against Church for far greater destruction leading to Kerala floods, the Media 

Mafia has been silent. 

Support from Dalit Organizations 
Dalit organizations supported the recommendations of Gadgil report as being farmer-friendly’ and 

containing good suggestions for a long term plan.  

To Protect Encroachers 
The opposition against implementation of Gadgil report was to protect the interest of encroachers 

and quarry lobby. 

Atleast now, the Central Government must intervene, take tough action against the vested interests 

and implement Gadgil's & Kasturirangan committee's recommendations. 
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Destruction of Ecologically sensitive regions 
Most of the affe cted regions were categorized as ecologically sensitive by the Gadgil panel, which 

had also made certain recommendations. Sadly, not a single one was implemented. 

Now, things are quiet clear that this crisis arose due to the destruction of ecologically sensitive 

zones in the Western Ghats. 

Professor Madhav Gadgil who headed the panel on Western Ghats has said that the Kerala floods is 

man-made disaster, and that the government had ignored his recommendations in 2011. 

Similarly, the government had also ignored an ecological report on the Himalayas, which led to the 

Himalayan Tsunami. 

There was also an ecological report on the Kodagu region, again given a blind eye.  

The Western Ghats report suggests that such calamities are waiting to happen at many other places 

in the region. 

Another Reason 
Another reason being cited for the floods in Kerala is mainly because of water released from 

upstream dam areas. The catchment area in hilly regions like Idduki and Waynad got excess rainfall 

of 71%! The dam authorities waited to release water after dams were full. They should have 

released earlier.  NASA website points out uncoordinated dam water release. As per Sanjay Kumar, 

a research scientist at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center, “The dam releases came way too late, 

and it coincided with the heavy rain that was occurring”. 

Satellite images have been released by NASA, which show the effect of the floods in Kerala. 

http://www.bharathgyan.com/


Experience the Knowledge of India 

 

                 Malabar Tsunami 

 

 

Bridging Worlds Thru Knowledge Page 12 of 19 www.bharathgyan.com  

 

 

Satellite image of Kerala as on 6th February 2018 

 

Satellite image of Kerala as on 22nd August 2018 
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Man continues to ignore 
Have we learnt from these calamities? Have we shown signs of improvement? 

No. 

A video of a garbage strewn Malayattoor-Kodanad bridge in Kerala, from the recent floods is a 

telling story. While cleaning the Bridge, all that the authorities do, is throw back the waste back into 

the Malayattoor River. 

Mother Nature gave it back to us. Instead of cleaning it and removing silt, the message we are giving 

is “We don’t Care,” inspite of all that has happened in just the immediate past.  

This abject apathy is certainly taking us spiraling down to further backlash from Nature.  

 

The Bridge laden with garbage thrown back by the river 

Parasurama Kshetra 
In the days of yore, this land of Malabar and Konkan was made habitable by Parasurama, one of the 

Avatara of Vishnu. We need to respect the divine origin of this land.  
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Malabar and Konkan 

Sadly, the colonial effect still persists, as we have come to regard such historical legends as mere 

mythology. In the process, we have lost respect for these legends, and consequently for our land 

itself. 

 

Parasurama 
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Thus this land is revered as “God’s Own Country”, although this phrase might be of recent origin in 

Kerala, and has been used for other places as well.  

God’s Own Country 
God’s Own Country is a phrase, which means a country that belongs to God. This phrase has been 

used to refer to their countries by people of Canada, New Zealand, England, United States, Australia, 

England etc. in reference to some legends or specialty that is found in these countries.  

 

A sign board in America 

For example, England is called as “God’s Own Country”, as it is believed here that Jesus as a child 

visited England. 

The proud natives, the children of New Zealand were Maori people who considered their land as 

God’s Own Land, and called themselves as Children of God. Thus they had “God’s Own Country as 

their tourism slogan.  

Kerala is known as “God’s Own Country”, due to its diverse landscape and natural beauty. This 

slogan initiative was given by IAS officer - Amitabh Kant, who had worked as Secretary of Tourism, 

under government of Kerala.  

If we are to stand up to this slogan, then we need to stop meddling with the ecosystem of Kerala 

which is known for its natural beauty, and remind us of Divinity. 

Not Isolated Calamities 
Himalayan Tsunami and Malabar Tsunami are not two isolated calamities. There have been floods 

across this land, in the last few years. 
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 Odisha floods in 2011 

 Assam floods in 2012 

 Uttarkhand floods in 2013 

 Jammu and Kashmir floods in 2014 

 Chennai floods in 2015 

 Rajasthan floods in 2015 

 Bihar floods in 2017 

More in the offing 
It is also most likely that these disasters will occur in the future. 

As these floods are a recurring phenomena, the government of India has started a new department 

called NDRF – National Disaster Response Force. This force comes into play only after disaster has 

already taken place. What we need is to ensure is that such disasters don’t occur in the first place.  

For this, we need to respect Nature, and know its topography, its contours and live in consonance 

with Nature.  

We need to recognize that we are also part of Nature and when we do not live in sync with Nature, 

it has got its own way of hitting back at us, regularly, virulently and frequently.  

Achar and Desachar 
In Indian ethos there is the concept Achar, individual habits and Desachar, local customs in tune to 

local needs of people living in the area. 

People’s habits are based on habitat, from which comes habitation. 

Water harnessing has been one of the timeless traditions of this civilization. 

Consistently in the name of modernity, we have not been paying heed to timeless traditions. 

We are continuing to think that we can trample upon Nature, and do away with our ancient ethos. 

Our Ancients lived in sync with Nature 
Our ancient had understood the mantra of living with Nature. They had built a series of water 

bodies along the contours, keeping in mind the topography of the land, for the excess rain waters to 

collect, and thus saving us the fury and equally importantly, giving us sufficient water after the fury 

of the rains have abated.  
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We have systematically disregarded these time honored Nature compliant, traditional water 

harnessing systems built by our forefathers, which has landed us in this soup.  

Need to adopt traditional methods 
Over the last decade, the way we have been going back to our traditional methods on other fields, 

we need to go back on traditional means of water harnessing and water conservation. It is only then 

that we can minimize to the extent possible the damage due to the fury of Nature, when it happens 

seasonally. 

Appropriately Channelizing Water 
Kerala has been blessed with bountiful rain from South West Monsoon which is first to arrive in this 

land and then to the rest of the country. North East Monsoon too visits Kerala, on its retreat. 

Substantial portions of these rains flows through its rivers into the sea. The dams in Kerala are few 

and not large enough to hold so much water. This is a fact on the westward side of the Sahayadri 

mountains – Western Ghats.  

On the leeward side, the eastern slopes of the Western Ghats in Tamil Nadu receive very little of the 

rain bearing clouds, in comparison to Kerala, which receives bountiful rainfall.  

Continuous Contour Canals 
Given the situation in Kerala and Karnataka state which is on western side, we need to create a 

series of Continuous Contour Canals on the upper reaches of the Sahayadri - Western Ghats, and 

channelize the excess rain waters to eastern side of Western Ghats, into the states of Tamil Nadu, 

Eastern Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, Then 

1. These regions will also get sufficient flow of water. 

2. Kerala and Karnataka west coast will not be damaged as water will be quickly discharged to 

where it is needed more.  

Thus a limited period rain havoc can be converted into water saving for land of India. This requires 

meticulous planning and execution with the youth of this land are capable of rising upto and doing.  

Disaster management at 3 Levels 
There are 3 levels of committees on disaster Management, 

1. With the Cabinet Secretary heading at the central level,  

2. Chief Secretary at the state level and  

3. District Collector at the district level.  
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These committees play crucial role in coordinating relief and rehabilitation activities in any natural 

calamity and meet through video conferencing facility on a daily basis and take stock of the 

situation and plan the relief and rescue activities. All work with full coordination and are focused to 

handle the disaster. 

Salute our forces 
All the three committees are full work on coordinating relief for the Malabar Calamity 

Now that the calamity has already happened, people are coming together in ever increasing 

numbers to lift the state to its original state. 

 

Let us salute all the forces be it the Army, Navy or Air Force and those involved in Kerala Flood 

Relief Operations. 

 

Collective Action Required 
Such calamities are waiting to happen in different parts of the land, because inspite of education 

and repeated warnings from Nature, we don’t pay heed. We need to take a necessary collective 
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action in state after state, in region after region, and unless we take a conscious decision and action 

plan to regard Prakriti, Nature with respect, She is going to be repeatedly replying to our misdeeds 

with ferocity. 

Need to Wake up 
Now we are left with the faith that perhaps atleast this Kerala disaster, even at the cost of so many 

lives and damage, will shake us out of our apathy towards environment and tendency for quick and 

dirty, ill planned solutions that bear ill effects. 

It is a lesson on how not to be overpowered by greed. It is not that we in present times have 

discovered new technologies or commercial avenues. Our ancients had known many too. But they 

had discovered something more … how to live sustainably with Nature – when to use technology 

and when not to. Technology and commerce go hand in hand and shape lifestyle. It is easy to 

discover new technology. The difficulty is in deciding when, where and how much to use. The 

difficulty is in limiting it to catering to needs and not greeds. 

It is a lesson on how to respect ancient traditions. It is not that they do not work, we do not 

understand them well enough to make them work. 

It is a lesson on how not to tamper with Nature. It is easy to cut a tree, a forest even. But is it 

possible for a man or a machine or even another type of tree to substitute for its function the same 

way, from the very next moment? Even if a sapling of the same type of tree is planted, who can 

perform the functions of that tree for the interim years till this sapling can grow into another tree? 

It is a lesson to tell us how every being on this planet has a role to play, be it a human, a tree or a 

bacteria. How each of us – humans, trees, organisms and natural elements like rain and earth are all 

part of one single eco system. 

Acts of each, impact the others. It may not show in the short term but over time it will and when it 

does it will seem like the hand of fate and then it will be too late. 

 

Email bharathgyan@gmail.com 

Website www.bharathgyan.com 

Blog http://bharathgyanblog.wordpress.com 

Twitter http://www.twitter.com/bharathgyan 

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/bharathgyan 

You Tube http://www.youtube.com/user/bharathgyan 

Our Books Avail  

In India https://www.sattvastore.com 

Outside India http://www.amazon.com 
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