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Education, a Vehicle for Knowledge 
An Education system is the knowledge delivery system for a civilization.  

Education is a vehicle, a Vahana for Knowledge, Jnana.  

An effective education should deliver comprehensive knowledge, comprising of  

 Dhi – Intelligence 

 Dharma- Values  

 Daksha – Skills. 

Dhi – to gain intelligence by learning to see, understand and analyze everything correctly. 

Dharma - to develop values of Universal order, so that one can discern the right thing to do. 

Daksha – to acquire dexterity in body and mind, to do that right thing in the right manner. 

 

Man – A Two Fold Being 
Man is basically a twofold being, 
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1.  A Spiritual Being 

2. A Material Being 

A balance between the two is essential. 

Ancient and Modern Focus 
A community’s view of education depends on their “existing knowledge then”, of arts, humanities, 

sciences, culture etc.  

The understanding that exists in a land, during a particular period, defines the focus of education 

for that era. 

In Ancient and Medieval India, the focus was on greater life. 

In the Western World and present day India, the focus is on apparent life. 

Unfortunately, these remain exclusive and the present system is also experimental being merely a 

couple of centuries old. Our main stream system follows the Macaulay system, which wholly 

revolves around knowledge to be gained from books and recorded facts. 

While the present educational system, in many developed countries have evolved and are evolving 

according to contemporary times, India sadly is still stuck in the same old Macaulay system of 

education since the last 200 years, unwilling and afraid to change. 

Eminent Views on Education 
Let us see some of the prominent views on education, by eminent Indian leaders, like Rabindranath 

Tagore, Rajaji, Rajiv Gandhi and others. 

Rabindranath Tagore 

Santiniketan, a town in the Birbhum district of West Bengal was established by Maharishi 

Devendranath Tagore, the esteemed father of Rabindranath Tagore. This town was expanded by 

Rabindranath Tagore, who converted it into a University town of Vishva Bharati University. 

Reflecting the vision of Tagore, it became the first recognized university of India, deemed as such,  

by the Central Government in 1951. 
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Rabindranath Tagore 

Rabindranath Tagore had this to say on the education system, then under British Raj, which he 

wanted to transform, 

 

Having suffered from bad teaching in his childhood, Tagore’s focus at the Shantiniketan was mostly 

on Nature based education and open air learning. 
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Nayi Talim 

Nayi Talim was the model of education system promoted by Mahatma Gandhi. As per Mahatma 

Gandhi, children learned more readily through vivid, well-told stories. Also, every education system 

should promote equal respect for all religions and faithfulness to their own.  

 

Mahatma Gandhi 

He had this to say, on the British System of education. 
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Nayi Talim system of education sought to stimulate the intellectual curiosity in a student through 

scientific research and discovery. Gandhi wanted a complete, village centered plan for national 

education. He was of the view that schools needed to be made self-supporting. Agricultural colleges 

incapable of supporting themselves on their own were not worthy of the name and the state should 

not have to provide college education. 

Sri Rajagopalachari 

Sri Rajagopalachari, popularly known as Rajaji was the spiritual friend of Mahatma Gandhi and the 

first and last governor general of India. He has a very different view on education to blend India’s 

traditional vocation based education with the modern system of education. 

Rajaji wanted one half of the day at school to focus on general education and the other half on 

hands on training. 

 

Rajaji 



Experience the Knowledge of India 
 

Transforming Our Education System 

 

 

Bridging Worlds Thru Knowledge Page 6 of 15 www.bharathgyan.com  

 

Mahakavi Sri Maithili Sharan Gupt 

Maithili Sharan Gupt was one of the most renowned Hindi poets of the previous century.  

This poet, who lived between 1886 and 1964, spoke about the adverse nature of the British system 

of education, in his poetic work Bharat-Bharati. 

 
 

Rashtra Kavi Sri Maithili Sharan Gupt Bharati Bharati 
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Rajiv Gandhi 

Rajiv Gandhi, the son of Indra Gandhi and grandson of Jawahar Lal Nehru, was the 6th Prime 

Minister of the Republic of India. 

Rajiv Gandhi in 1986, initiated a comprehensive review of Education Policy. It was the 1st major 

review since Macualay started Navodaya schools. In his speech at Ferguson College in Pune on June 

6th 1985, Rajiv Gandhi suggested a revision of the education system for India, every 5 years. 

 

Rajiv Gandhi 

 

 



Experience the Knowledge of India 
 

Transforming Our Education System 

 

 

Bridging Worlds Thru Knowledge Page 8 of 15 www.bharathgyan.com  

 

Soft Skills and Hard Skills 
The difference between the Ancient and Modern system of education is in the timing, handling and 

imparting of Hard Skills and Soft Skills. 

Childhood 

Childhood is the period, when a child absorbs the most and forms his concepts about life. The brain 

is like a sponge, a receptacle. 

In the Gurukula system of education, Soft skills were given importance in the early days of 

education, while in the present day education system, it is Hard Skills that take precedence.  

 

What are these hard skills and soft skills? 
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When we look at the difference between the English system and the traditional Gurukula system of 

education, the difference is telling. 

 

What we need is a blend of the Traditional Indian Concepts, Methods, Techniques of Teaching and 

Modern Technology and Information.  
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Higher Education 
India has the largest higher education system in the world today, which is burdensome and is 

hardly suited to the present times. 

 

The rat race to the top 

We offer education at a fraction of the global cost, the expense being around 2000 US$ per annum, 

which includes, 

 

After all this, what we still get, is a flawed system of education 
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Flaws of the present day Education System 
In the present day education system, creativity has taken a backseat while students are stressed 

with information, stuffed into their head from text books.  

In this scenario, there is hardly any conceptual understanding. The students have fixed answers, 

which they learn by rote and dump on their answer paper.  

The modern system of education gives importance to answers, rather than questions.  

It kills the questioning mentality of the child at an early age, destroying his unique ability to think 

and come up with his own answers. Children are made robots.  

It is the elementary education institutions in India, where mechanized or programmed learning 

starts for children based on the mechanized and programmed teaching done there.  

People who start lives, educated in such a mechanized environment are bound to get replaced, 

sooner than later, with robots and Artificial Intelligent system, which have a better work efficiency 

and are more suitable for volume production in mechanized industries. 

Do we want to create the people who will make the machines or those who will get replaced by the 

machines? 

What do we want to make with those machines? 

The Answer 
The solution will be to create an education system with the following focus so that the future is 

equipped to ask such questions and find its own answers. 

Recognize the uniqueness of every child, and his aptitude 

Every child is different and has his own thinking capability and interest. We need to appreciate this 

diversity and mould the student accordingly. This ability to think is an asset which we should not 

destroy by giving readymade answers to questions.  

Cater to the questioning attitude 

From questioning, comes thinking, seeking and discerning.  

The method of education should shift its focus 

 from the storing brain  

 to a questioning intellect  

 to the thinking mind.  
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This will help bring out the potential of every student.  

In ancient India, Questioning was given much importance. The Upanishads, the texts that 

accompany the Veda, came out of questions. They were the “Question and Answer” sessions 

between a student and the teacher or between two rishi, seers, recorded for posterity. But the 

questioning happened with an inquisitiveness to learn, to know, to discover the truth, than out of 

arrogance or desire to deride the teacher or the knowledge.  

Prepare to move from Education 1.0 and 4.0 

The present day Indian Education system is still stuck at Education 1.0, while the world has started 

exploring Education 4.0.  

Education 1.0 is classroom based learning where teachers teach and students learn.  

Education 2.0 and Education 3.0 are intermediary stages which focus on combining classroom 

teaching with digital technology.  

Education 4.0 will be a move towards a wholly digital education system, as Internet has become a 

primary tool of information, work and lifestyle in present times.  

The way hardware and software should match, the educational system should match the need of 

the times. We need to be prepared to make this urgent shift, if are to keep pace with the world. 

But all these are only about the delivery mechanism, since an Education System is fundamentally 

only a Delivery Mechanism of Knowledge. It is the Knowledge that eventually matters.  

What does one teach using whichever be the delivery mechanism? 

Inculcate Human and Environmental Values 

Ultimately Human and Environmental values need to be inculcated in our students from a young 

age by reviving the timeless rhymes, fables, Purana and other moral stories from folk and ancient 

India that had succeeded in keeping generations of Indians humane and morally responsible. 

For, what is the point of learning Sciences and Humanities through Computers and Technology, if 

one does not learn how to apply them rightly, rightfully and righteously for the rights of Humans 

and Nature, of which he is a part? 

Building Other Faculties Of Brain Than Just Memory 
With the advent of internet, with more and more information becoming available online, students 

no longer will need to utilize their memorizing and information storing skills. 

Just as Calculators wipe away the need for remembering multiplication tables after school, just as 

Contact Apps wipe away the need to remember Telephone numbers,  as technology keeps evolving, 
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the human brain will keep devolving as more and more of its functions will get taken over and 

relinquished gradually. 

We will have to soon find and teach our children other avenues to engage their brains, post their 

active learning days. For, our brain is a power tool, which needs to be kept working to stay young 

and alive.   

We will have to discover newer ways to develop other faculties of this wonderful instrument too.  

Intuition perhaps? 

Everything else is only a digit away. Literally a fingertip away! Just a click away! 

Develop Mind, Besides Brain 
Just as technical education or hard skills are gradually taught all the way from early childhood in 

the form of Sciences and Maths, Minds too will need minding from early on. 

 In early childhood, to inculcate values and duties, for which India is already equipped with 

its vault of value based education through fables, legends, customs and traditions. 

 In Adolescence and Youth, to imbibe subtler aspects of existence such as the power of mind, 

sound, breath, thought, knowledge, energies and matter, for which India is obviously 

geared, by virtue of its various schools of Yoga, finely refined language of Nature and 

Science called Samskrt which straddles the domains of both subtle and gross with ease and 

the various works in it right from Veda, Sastra etc., besides poetry and philosophy.  

 In Adulthood, to apply the Mind for Mind Sciences and Mind based engineering, for which 

again, India has tremendous potential lying potent, in its hitherto unexploited, traditional 

sciences and practices.  

The clincher for future, lies in the act of providing for Minds to rise, with the establishment of Mind 

Spaces, i.e. Centres of Excellence for Mind Engineering. 

These will be Spaces, that will not only cater to the development of Mind Engineering and Mind 

Engineers for the benefit of India, but, which will, with an open mind and open arms, welcome 

students from all across the globe to benefit from India’s storehouse of “real” knowledge which 

includes the gross as well as the subtle – knowledge of the Real, Vidya. 

These Mind Spaces will provide room from where one can 

 hone one’s mind and its capabilities 

 connect using one’s mind,  
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 see with one’s inner eye,  

 understand one’s space in Space,  

 learn to coexist in all levels of spaces and  

 create space in one’s heart for one and all. 

 
 

Educating For Future 
The era of stuffing information into our brains for storage is over. 

The era of learning to access information for merely knowing, will also soon be over. 

It will have to become a journey from information to transformation.  

Institutionalization of both, gross and subtle ways of acquiring knowledge, of both the gross and the 

subtle in the Universe, using relevant styles of learnin,g from early childhood and youth, is the first 

step towards shifting gears and rising  

 from being a follower of a global, materialistic trend  

 to becoming a singular leader who understands self in relation to the big Universal picture 

and works  ingeniously to leverage the best of self and the rest. 

We need a good blend of Dhi, Dharma and Daksha . 

That will be a wholistic education, which will change the fortunes of our country. 
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Among the endless list of paradigm shifts needed in society, the system of education has to be the 

first to undergo a paradigm shift. 

For, how can the nation be steered and sustained in future without steering the Minds of its future 

first? 

More on this in our book, Autobiography Of India – Brand Bharat – Future From India. 

 

 

 

 

Email bharathgyan@gmail.com 

Website www.bharathgyan.com 

Blog http://bharathgyanblog.wordpress.com 

Twitter http://www.twitter.com/bharathgyan 

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/bharathgyan 

You Tube http://www.youtube.com/user/bharathgyan 

Our Books Avail  

In India https://www.sattvastore.com 

Outside India http://www.amazon.com 

Teleshop 1 800 258 8888 (India Tollfree) 
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