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Mattu Pongal / Kannu Pidi 

D.K.Hari & D.K.Hema Hari, Founders, Bharath Gyan 

 

Animal Festivals 
Celebrating festivals with Nature is not only for the humans. The people not only realized but also 

cherished the animals as part of nature. The domesticated animals had their own festivals every 

year which was celebrated with gusto and gaiety.  

Worship of Animals 
Different parts of India had their own festivals in which they worshipped the animals and had 

animal races. The cows, the oxen, the buffaloes are washed, painted, anointed with Turmeric, 

Kumkum, taken round in processions in festivities.  

Kannu Pidi 
In Tamil Nadu and Andhra, the cows and oxen festival is celebrated as the festival of Mattu Pongal, 

one day after Pongal. This festival is also known as Kannu Pidi and is specially celebrated in Tamil 

Nadu. 

 

Appreciating Cows and Oxen 
Pongal being a harvest festival, the cows and the oxen that help in the harvest are the key 

components of Mattu Pongal. As part of the festival the oxen are washed, decorated and paraded 

with tilak on their forehead. The oxen are also offered the fresh food in appreciation of their 

contribution to the harvest. 
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Other Creatures too 
The varieties of rice dishes prepared from the newly harvested rice is taken by the women of the 

house to their mother’s or brother’s house and made into ceremonial rice bowls. These are then fed 

in the courtyard to birds-the crows, house sparrows, squirrels and such other domestic creatures.  

Recognizing Animals 
This festival has twin perspectives. When you feed the birds and the squirrels, with the remnants of 

your rice dishes after your major festival Pongal in a ceremonial way, then you recognize your 

coexistence there with these birds and squirrels that live with you in the same living space.  

We then tend to look at them as people who share the space and not as people who compete for the 

same space. This brings in our heart a sense of live and let live. A sense of compassion for our fellow 

creatures. If we do it one day of the year in a ceremonial way, then we tend to continue this practice 

through the year.  

Keeping up Bond with family 
The Kannu Pidi festival has another important aspect packaged into it. The lady of the house takes 

these house dishes and visits her mother’s house, maternal house, brother’s house to offer these 

dishes to the birds. This act keeps up the bond of the married women with her parents and siblings.  

Breaking the Ice 
In villages and small towns, where families live in close proximity through the year, there could be 

instances where frictions arise between families. These frictions could drift the families apart. On 

Kannu Pidi occasion, the married lady visits her estranged mother’s, brother’s house; then it is an 

opportunity to break the ice and get back to a congenial relationship. 

These two nice aspects of oneness with the creatures living in the house area and continuing the 

relationship on the maternal side is built in beautifully in this one festival Kannu Pidi. 
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