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About Bharath Gyan

Bharath Gyan has been collating specific, 
scientific knowledge of India, using ancient 

knowledge sources and modern scientific tools 
and methods, from a present day perspective 
and relevance.

The knowledge of the Indian civilization is available 
scattered in various forms – books, manuscripts, 
oral tradition amongst scholars, various art forms, 
customs and traditions of the land.

The current generation is facing a barrier in reaching out to this knowledge 
due to the limited availability and access to such resources, the ancient 
languages and the style of expression used, the approach to the subjects, 
etc., all of which are in contrast to the present day system of expression 
or understanding. 

In Bharath Gyan, as part of our quest for the specific scientific knowledge 
and practices of the civilization, we have come across many stories, ideas, 
views, theories, factual events and statements. 

With the help of traditional scholars with a modern bent of mind and 
modern scientists open to traditional knowledge systems, we have carefully 
sifted through all this data, with a fresh, inquisitive, rational, logical and 
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scientific mind to understand the knowledge in a broad and unbiased sense 
and in the process have come out with the compilation of Bharath Gyan. 

Over 9 years, spanning across 64 subjects, the independent facts and 
data collated, self validate and corroborate each other beautifully in this 
compilation, as pieces of a jigsaw.

Bharath Gyan, a not for profit, research organization, is in the process of 
bringing this knowledge out through far reaching and engaging mediums 
so that it can be easily understood and enjoyed by all across the world.

The objective is to bring out this knowledge and wisdom, in relevance to 
current day topics of interest, trials and tribulations faced by Indians as well 
as the world.

Besides filling the readers with wonder at the not-so-commonly known 
scientific facets of our ancient civilization, it is hoped that this knowledge 
and approach of the ancients will kindle or aid future research for the 
benefit of science and mankind.

Can we make the past converge with the present for the future?

Ours is perhaps not the first effort in this direction, neither should it be 
the last …

As one of the initiatives, Bharath Gyan, encouraged by His Holiness Sri 
Sri Ravishankar, has entered into a collaboration with the Art of Living 
group, to jointly repurpose the compiled knowledge into various knowledge 
products for dissemination to the community at large.

Our web site www.bharathgyan.com provides more insights into 
our activities.
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Benedictory note

ancient Science is the root of the tree 
and Modern Science are its branches 

and shoots. 

The microcosm and the macrocosm are inter-
connected. Everything affects everything else 
in the universe. An analysis of this principle of 
cause and effect will open a new dimension in 
one’s life. 

While astrology is the science of happenings, 
spirituality is the remedy. Astrology indicates 
the powerlessness of human beings, spirituality 
brings to light the power within. 

While astrology indicates how helpless human life is, spirituality points out 
to the power within and the independence of spirit.

My love and blessings for this endeavour. 

          
20th April, 2009

Bangalore, India

His Holiness
Sri Sri Ravishankar

Founder, Art of Living
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Foreword

at times of crisis, confusion and despair 
take hold, especially if our leaders seem 

unable to deliver us to safety and prosperity. 
It is precisely then we need to remember 
the collective wisdom and knowledge of our 
ancestors. In the Indian knowledge system, 
time and events are cyclical in nature and will 
repeat. We may indeed not be able to stop 
the wheel of time from turning, but through 
the mastery of our history and its lessons, we 
could avoid having to repeat another cycle of 
death and destruction. By remembering that 
each ending is the start of a new beginning, 
we could instead usher in a new cycle that 
would be of love and compassion. 

In modern era the ancient ways of knowing 
have been considered backwards, and what could not be proven scientifically 
has often been ignored. Modern science refuses to study anything that 
cannot be repeated, whereas the events that drastically alter the course of 
our lives are often singularities, one-off incidents. Yet, the more science 
progresses, the more we realize we are nowhere near the same level of 
understanding that the ancients possessed when it comes to energy, time 
and space dynamics or celestial alignments and their various impacts on the 
earth and ourselves. 

Zeyno Baran
Director,

Centre for Eurasian Policy
Hudson Institute, Washington DC
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Giving new life to ancient texts and “knowing” with the use of latest 
scientific methods, this book by Bharath Gyan is truly ground-breaking 
and very timely. Coming from the Indian holistic perspective, D.K. Hari 
and D.K. Hema Hari are able to connect the dots, which the highly 
compartmentalized Western framework often seems unable to do.

As a result of integrating many disciplines, spirituality and imagination, they 
help us to see what has been right before our eyes for a long time: everything 
is in harmony when we live in accordance with the pulse of the cosmos. This 
understanding is not based on any particular faith or religion; it is based on 
understanding the laws of nature. That is why ancient Vedic knowledge and 
latest Western scientific knowledge are increasingly converging.

This book has some very provocative arguments, which can and need to be 
studied further. The time of blind faith is over; there are clear indications 
that 2009 will be the year many systems and ways of thinking that have 
prevented humanity to reach its full potential will start collapsing. We are on 
the cusp of the Age of Knowledge, where each person can ask the questions 
themselves, find the answers through their own experiences, and thus 
become their own gurus. Indian wisdom and knowledge in mathematics 
and astronomy played an enormous role in Western Enlightenment. Once 
again, we may need Indian knowledge transmitted to the West to find our 
way through the muddy waters. 

This timely book provides us with clear milestones to watch. The authors 
explore India’s oldest historic records that suggest a strong correlation 
between a number of man-made and natural catastrophes and a sequence of 
triple eclipses. By showing how the ancients survived these calamities, this 
book gives us clues so we can prepare what may be in our future as well. 

Preventative work usually does not get much attention because when it 
succeeds and when the danger is avoided, people do not often realize the 
proportions of the terrifying events awaited them on the alternative course. 
The triple eclipses of July-August 2009 may not produce any of the possible 
calamities mentioned in this book. That said, given how little we know 
about our galaxy, we need to keep an open mind to the possibility of the 
next few months and years indeed ushering in challenging times. 

For example, just in March 2009 there was a surprise asteroid that passed 
close to Earth at a high speed. In early April an earthquake shook Italy, 
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killing over 270. In this period we are also witnessing how despite billions 
of dollars spent, the global economic system is not coming out of its 
turmoil. The same goes for efforts to bring stability to many parts of the 
world, especially where earth’s east-west and north-south energies seem to 
cross, such as in the Afro-Eurasian region. 

Could there indeed be a connection between such rationally inexplicable 
developments and the galactic alignments? Are there any celestial patterns 
and related developments the ancients knew how to read in order to know 
that far into the future? Are we, the galaxy and all in it, truly part of One, 
as the American motto e pluribus unum suggests? 

This was indeed the message at an unprecedented gathering in Sedona, 
Arizona in April. Men and women elders from various Native American 
tribes, along with those from the Himalayas to Peru to Mexico and 
Japan came together to share their knowledge of cycles and the inter-
connectedness of all humanity, mother nature and the universe. They were 
educated in ancient ways of knowing, which meant, regardless of their 
ethnicity, nationality, or language, they all knew we are at the cusp of very 
challenging times. They all felt they no longer could keep their knowledge 
to themselves; with time running out, it was important to inform people, 
especially in the US, so the scientists and policy makers would then observe, 
understand and come up with responses that would benefit all. 

I believe this is also why Bharath Gyan is releasing their book now. It 
may at first seem about India only, but it is very relevant to the whole 
global community. This book takes a fresh look at Mahabharata and 
Ramayana, and concludes that they were not myths but actual historic 
records. This understanding could lead to a rethinking of many of our long-
established assumptions. 

This book even speculates the possibility that a war that took place over 
5000 years ago may have been the first global war and have included nuclear 
weapons. This may seem totally impossible—yet unless we can prove it 
otherwise, scientific inquiry would require looking further into the leads. 

This would mean many scientists from different disciplines and from 
different parts of the world working together, which may even lead to the 
ushering in the new era of global humanist understanding. If we had a 
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common past, we can certainly have a common future that can see beyond 
racial, ethnic and religious differences. 

As the authors underline, there is sufficient scientific research indicating 
planetary alignments and the related gravitational (energy) shifts are having 
an impact on tectonic and tidal plates, causing floods, earthquakes volcanic 
eruptions, climactic shifts and asteroid hits. They also point out given that 
human body is mostly made of water, planetary alignments are likely also 
affecting our energies—our bodies, minds and psychology. 

As shown in this book, there was a series of frequent triple eclipses, as 
we lived through World War I and World War II. It has been 60 years of 
relative calm since then. Now, we are entering another period of frequent 
occurrences of triple eclipses—from this summer until about 2020. There 
are already worrying signs in Pakistan and Iran, one already a nuclear power 
the other on its way. Russia already invaded Georgia in August 2008 and 
there are signs for a renewed conflict; in fact, Russian desire to control 
“east-west energy” flows might be more than just controlling oil and gas but 
the life energy that should flow freely from east to west. 

There are many original and challenging ideas presented in this book. It 
would be only prudent for decision makers across the globe to start paying 
attention. As we know from Noah’s Ark and other epics, there was a 
forewarning of the coming of a natural catastrophe and those who listened 
were saved. In modern times we may have forgotten to read the signs of 
danger on the horizon; now that we may be forewarned, will we take the 
right steps? 

The Centre for Eurasian Policy (www.eurasianpolicy.org) aims to build 
bridges between the east and west, so we can move beyond our duality-
based frameworks. It is our greatest hope that the partnership between 
Bharath Gyan and CEP will bring together ancient wisdom from many 
parts of the world in an integrated approach and a future-oriented research 
to produce true knowledge at a time of great chaos and confusion.

29th April 2009
Washington DC.
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Preface 

the world is at cross roads 
today. India, which is part of 

this world, is also at cross roads.

There are many problems 
confronting India and the world. 
What can guide us to choose the 
right path to  prosperity and peace? 

What are the ways available to 
us today? 

We have an adage “History repeats itself”. Taking a cue from this, if we are 
to face our present issues with lessons from the past, we need to look at 
our history, both the immediate past and also the ancient past to look for 
ways as to how our predecessors handled their similar situations then. If we 
can learn from our history and handle our present situations with lessons 
from the past and help face our problems, it would be well worth the effort 
of us being educated in understanding our environment - Social, cultural, 
political and ecological. 

Probably this is one of the reasons we have all had a liberal education to use 
our holistic knowledge to progress forward.

The Authors,
D.K.Hema Hari and D.K.Hari

Conceptualizers of Bharath Gyan
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When we therefore came to learn that this year we are going to have an 
occurrence of a triple eclipse in July-Aug 2009, it caught our attention. 

From the work done by experts in Archaeo-Astronomy, an interdisciplinary 
field which blends astronomical data found in the ancient literatures, 
geography of the land, the events mentioned in the literatures with modern 
astronomical knowledge and tools to date the events of the past, we were 
able to note the rare astronomical phenomenon of 2 sets of triple eclipses, 
which occurred once in 3067 BCE just prior to the Kurukshetra war and 
once again occurred in 3031 BCE, just prior to the destruction of Dwaraka 
and the Yadava Civil war. 

These are events during the Mahabharata period. This period as we shall see 
through this book, has also been one of the most traumatic periods of the 
ancient world as well.

It set us wondering therefore, if there is a probability of a major catastrophe 
awaiting us now too because the earth is going to witness a triple eclipse? 
Do eclipses portend anything? If so, do they portend something bad or 
good for society?

This set us on a trail to try to understand the phenomenon of eclipses 
and triple eclipses, examine our ancestor’s fascination with them, the 
possibilities of probable fallout on earth and earthlings and review the 
current geological and geopolitical scenario in that light.  

In Bharath Gyan, we have been able to research on well over 64 different 
subjects on the knowledge of India and its pan global ties. The knowledge 
we have gained in the process, has given us a holistic view and has 
provided unique insights and pointers, to bring together various seemingly 
independent data, which converge when strung together. This forms the 
basis of this book.   

What did we observe?

India is perhaps the only surviving continuous civilizations of the world. 
This civilization’s deep knowledge of Astronomy and Mathematics enabled 
them to track the sky with great accuracy. 
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The civilization had gone to great lengths to develop astronomically based 
calendrical systems to measure time and predict the occurrences of many 
celestial events which included eclipses. 

Eclipses and triple eclipses are not unusual and keep occurring in certain 
patterns through time.  But we found that eclipses have held a special place 
amongst Indians then and do so even now and triple eclipses occurring one 
after the other in consecutive fortnights have found special mention.

Based on our knowledge of science today, we are able to appreciate the 
customs and practices designed by the ancient Indians around eclipses, 
which displays their knowledge of the harmful effect of the viewing of the 
eclipse with the naked eye, the harmful effect the rays have on exposed food 
and foetus in the womb and hence the ways to protect oneself from these 
harmful effects. 

If one eclipse can have such harmful effects on mankind, then does the 
occurrence of 3 eclipses in a row, within a month, have the potential to 
cause more damage?

The epic Mahabharata contains references to the occurrences of 2 triple 
eclipses and the description of the events that happened around the 
occurrence of these triple eclipses. Today, with the advancement of modern 
science and technology, we are able to date these 2 triple eclipses and hence 
accord dates to the events of the Mahabharata and correlate them with the 
events that occurred in the rest of the world. 

A flip through the pages of history of the ancient and modern world, 
threw up an intriguing fact. Occurrences of many of these triple eclipses 
have coincided with some of the major catastrophes that mankind has 
experienced. Those that have changed the course of civilization! 

Is this a mere coincidence or do triple eclipses portend something more? 

The world is about to witness a set of triple eclipse this year, in July- 
August 2009. 

Looking around us we saw many indications similar to what the world 
had gone through prior to the occurrence of the previous triple eclipses. 
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With great trepidation we bring you a few of them in this book. We are 
sure you will catch on from here and see the rest for yourselves.

What can we conclude from all this?

The potential association we see between triple eclipses of the ancient and 
recent past and the associated events on the ground combined with the 
belief of our ancestors, gives us reason enough for the phenomenon of 
eclipses and more so triple eclipses and planetary alignments, to be probed 
further for their potential to influence life and forces on earth. 

On one hand, if through these studies, warning signs can be read in advance, 
it will indeed be a boon to mankind to better predict calamities in advance 
and minimize damages to life and property.  

On the other hand, considering that ancient history has also mentioned 
about triple eclipses, the forthcoming sequence of three back to back eclipses 
in a row, gives us an opportunity to recollect the history and traditions of 
the civilizations of the past and draw lessons from them to tackle situations 
faced by the world today - For issues that stare at us in the face, but which 
may have been missed out so far.

The world today is steeped in compartmentalized, technical education 
because of which, we have evolved as specialists, who delve deeply into our 
areas of specialization and have little time nor patience for an integrated 
view of matters. We have today become unfortunately compartmentalized 
in our thought process too. 

The days bygone, followed a concept of liberal education wherein 
people in their process of education were exposed to a variety of fields 
in an interdisciplinary and integrated manner, which helped them 
gain a holistic view to understand and appreciate issues from all its 
probable perspectives.

The triple eclipse season of 2009 is a chance to open up our minds and 
become aware of where we stand today, what we can learn from the travails 
of mankind over the last thousands of years and see if we can act to address 
the basic issues of humanity and nature.
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This Endeavour

We found that various world thinkers in the 18th, 19th and 20th century have 
looked eastwards, to the oriental philosophies, specifically to the Indian 
thought, for a message during the troubled times that they have passed 
through and for the future. 

Given this repeated search by the world thinkers for the solution, we 
wanted to understand what could be the message that our history can tell 
us and what are the relevant points we have to draw for ourselves today 
from it. What is the probable direction or message the Indian thought 
could provide to the world?

Apart from celestial events being predominantly associated with ominous 
signs we wanted to see if there were any promising signs as well? 

And the result is this book. 

It is a collection of the answers we got to the questions we asked ourselves. 
It is also a collection of further questions to seek answers for.

This book is an effort to place before all, the glaringly close associations we 
seem to find between the cosmos at large with mankind and life on earth 
- The message it has for us, from our ancient past and to juxtapose it with 
the present, for the future

In this book we have precisely endeavoured to present a holistic, rational 
and interdisciplinary view of the events the world had witnessed in the past 
and could face in the coming years. 

This book does not hold predictions for 2009 and beyond, nor does it 
postulate theories around eclipses. 

This book holds possibilities between its two covers. Possibilities that 
surface when we step back and look at happenings in history not as discrete 
events but by stitching them together with an open minded understanding 
of the customs, practices and knowledge of the days by gone as well as an 
understanding of the knowledge of the day. 
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It is an endeavour to awaken the common man in India and all over the 
world to not only see history as something of the past but as something 
that holds possibilities for the future too, so that they can take suitable 
steps to prevent strife and sorrow and seek out ways to be happy and in 
harmony with one another and nature.

We hope that the points and questions raised here will provide the great 
minds and thinkers of the world already at work, another perspective to 
shape their thoughts and action, so as to enable the common man to take 
the above steps. 

This triple eclipse of 2009 triggered off a fascinating journey indeed for us. 
We invite you to embark on your journey as you read this book. 

What we have presented here is our experience of this journey into the past 
for the future and the thoughts and possibilities that we have encountered 
and brought back with us. There could be many more we can mine, as we 
continue on this journey together and we will endeavour to keep bringing 
out continuous updates with time, as our collective knowledge grows.

This is a journey that opens our eyes and minds to the endless improvements 
we can bring to our lives, if only we care and dare to see the big picture 
across times, lands, peoples and the skies. 
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What is going to happen in July – Aug 2009?

In the months of July and August of this momentous year 2009, we 
will be witnessing a rare astronomical event. We will be witnessing a season 
of eclipses – a season of triple eclipses to be precise.

It will be a lunar eclipse, followed by a solar eclipse a fortnight later and 
from then, another fortnight later,  yet another lunar eclipse, all within a 
period of one month.

The dates of these eclipses will be July 7th, 2009, July 22nd 2009 and 
Aug 7th, 2009. 

WHAT IS AN ECLIPSE?

An eclipse occurs when the sun is obscured by the moon or the moon 
comes under the shadow of the earth.  

A Lunar Eclipse – Earth’s shadow falling on the moon

Part 1 – A Celestial Drama in July 2009
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WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT THESE 
TRIPLE ECLIPSES?

As an astronomical rule, a lunar eclipse occurs on a Full Moon day or 
Poornima and a solar eclipse occurs on a New moon day or Amavasya.

Due to the differences in the plane of orbit of the earth around the sun and 
the moon around the earth, we find that not all full moons or new moons, 
will give rise to eclipses. 

So, an eclipse, by itself occurs occasionally. 

It is even more special for successive full moon and new moon to result in 
an eclipse. 

Many things have to fall into place for successive full moon, new moon and 
full moon again giving rise to 3 eclipses back to back within a month.

The year 2008 had 2 double eclipses – one sequence in Feb 2008 and one 
in July-Aug 2008.

We are now heading for a triple eclipse and what we are going to witness 
in July-Aug 2009, is three eclipses in a row, over consecutive fortnights, 
making this a special celestial season to watch out for. 

In fact, July 2009 is going to be followed by a decade of frequent 
triple eclipses. 

HAS SUCH AN EVENT OCCURRED BEFORE?

When did mankind last witness such a rare astronomical phenomenon of 
triple eclipses in a month?

A Solar Eclipse – Moon hiding the Sun
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Eclipses follow a cycle and pattern called the Saros cycle wherein similar 
eclipses occur every 18 years, 11.33 days. Each set of similar eclipses are said 
to belong to a family and are given a Saros Series number.  Each eclipse 
family is active, on an average for a period of 1200 years. 

At any given time about 40 characteristic eclipse families are active causing 
different eclipses year on year and in sequence.

Some eclipses in this sequence end up being a sequence of back to back 
triple eclipses.  Some of these triple eclipses have gained prominence due 
to various memorable events associated with the period during which 
they occurred.

We bring to you in this book, what we have been able to collate so far 
and we hope this will cause enough excitement to initiate a serious study 
for examining eclipses and events on the ground, from the ancient to 
date, to check for aspects such as cause-effect phenomenon and ability to 
predict them. 

For going way back in time, to date some of these events and to ratify 
and substantiate history and literature with the same, we now have in 
our arsenal of tools, a new field of science which has come to be called 
Archaeo-Astronomy. 

WHAT IS ARCHAEO-ASTRONOMY?

In Archaeology we search under the ground for artifacts which would 
give us proof of an ancient civilization.  Similarly in the field of Archaeo-
Astronomy we search the sky, with astronomical data connected with events 
of the past, found recorded in the ancient texts or artifacts and try to give 
such events a date using modern scientific techniques and tools.

In this field of Archeao-astronomy, a scientific tool, namely Planetarium 
Software is helpful for locating the planetary configurations of the past. 

This Planetarium software, as the name itself suggests, is a software that 
has been developed to precisely tell us the movements of the various astral 
bodies for many thousand years in the past and in the future.
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One of the primary uses of the Planetarium Software, is to predict positions 
of the various objects in the sky in the future. These software have routinely 
been used for serious telescopic applications in both manual and computer 
controlled modes of operation. They can also be used to look for the sky 
configurations in the past. 

The interesting part comes when this Planetarium Software is used along 
with the data in ancient texts about sky configurations – planetary positions 
with respect to the stars, position of the sun and moon, phases of the moon, 
eclipses, etc. This marrying, helps us recreate the sky of that day or night 
in the past and arrive at a date for it as per the modern Gregorian calendar 
that we are familiar with today.

The texts of ancient civilizations such as India, Sumeria etc. which have 
detailed astronomical records in their texts or inscriptions gain an advantage 
in being able to therefore map their ancient histories with the present day 
modern calendar. 

Attempts have been made over many years to arrive at this mapping using 
manual calculations and we have many a time seen diverging results. 

A Screen Shot From the Planetarium Software
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Use of computers and Planetarium software for these calculations, based 
on proven and tested astronomical models, makes this task simpler, faster 
and also easily cross verifiable.

It takes the expertise of modern astronomy, ancient traditional astronomy, 
mastery over the ancient texts and their language, along with the know-
how to use the software and interpret its results, to be able to arrive at 
credible results. 

Strangely enough, it is the convergence of the sky chart as thrown up by 
the Planetarium Software and the record in the ancient texts, including the 
sequence of celestial events and the time gap between them which ratifies 
not only this software but also the events in the texts, as these two come 
from independent, unconnected sources. 

This new, inter-disciplinary field Archaeo-astronomy is gaining wide 
acceptance in many Universities in the West.  Some universities such as 
University of Calgary, Canada, have introduced Archaeo-Astronomy as a 
formal course with a well defined syllabus and we can hope to see more 
formal projects and studies getting initiated as against the individual, path 
breaking work done by the present experts.

Some of these experts have done extensive, original work in this area and 
have arrived at credible dates for the events in Indian history. 

At Bharath Gyan, we have sifted through many such extensive, original 
work in this area aimed at arriving at credible dates for the events in 
Indian history and we bring to you a consolidation of those we found to 
be most logical and closely fitting into the overall history and timelines of 
the Indian civilization., those which are corroborated by the other data we 
have been collating in Bharath Gyan, on various aspects of India and its 
Pan Global ties. 

All those desirous of wanting to understand the workings of these dates 
from the texts, are encouraged to go through the interesting and detailed 
works of these experts.
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ANCIENT RECORDS OF ECLIPSES

Quite a few historians in recent times have tried to identify references to 
eclipses from various historical texts from the lands of West Asia, Turkey, 
Persia, China etc. and have come up with the probable earliest recorded 
eclipses to have been of a period of 750 BCE.

Unfortunately these historians do not seem to have had the opportunity to 
look into the Indian texts for references to eclipse recordings. The Indian 
texts, right from the Veda, have recorded many an eclipse. 

The Veda are considered to be the oldest literature of mankind available 
today. One among the 4 Veda is the Rig Veda. In this text, in verses 5.40.5 to 9 
it states that,” Svarbhanu, etymologically meaning a powerful phenomenon 
which takes away the splendour of the heavens, occurs, leaving the world 
bewildered. Rishi Atri, the seer or Dhrishta, who observed this eclipse 
and understood the phenomenon of eclipse, is explaining it to the world 
through these Vedic verses.”

 This makes Rishi Atri, 
probably the earliest 
astronomer to have 
expounded on eclipses for 
posterity.

Apart from the Vedic 
texts, eclipses have been 
meticulously recorded in 
Ramayana and Mahabharata, 
the historical texts of the 
land. With the help of the 
eclipses mentioned in the 
Ramayana, experts have 
been able to give dates to the 
events of Ramayana and the 
eclipse occurrences to around 
5100 BCE. 

Notable amongst the celestial events mentioned in the Ramayana is the 
description of the solar eclipse that occurred on the day of the fight between 

Vedic Rishi Atri, observing an Eclipse
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Rama, the hero of the epic and the two demons Khar and Dushan.

When Khar moved with his army 
towards Rama for the battle,
a red coloured evening appeared
to be descending all over.    -  Ramayana : 3.23.1

The sun was covered by a dark coloured disc
That had red coloured corners.  – Ramayana : 3.23.3

Although it was daytime,
it started appearing to be evening.  – Ramayana: 3.23.5

The sun was caught by Rahu because of which
Which the sun lost its glow and brightness.
Various animals and birds started
making noises as if it were dusk.  – Ramayana : 3.23.12

Planets were said to have become visible in the day sky that day and the 
planets were seen in the order of Saturn, Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Venus, 
Jupiter from East to West. 

The author Valmiki, further uses these planetary positions to also describe 
fierce Khar as –

“In the middle of the army, Khar was looking like Mars, in the middle of the 
planets in the sky.”

Searching for this eclipse using the Planetarium Software and the planetary 
configuration listed in the text, experts have dated this event to 7th October 

Solar eclipse on the day of the Khar – Dushan Episode in Ramayana
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5077 BCE or over 7000 years ago, making this eclipse, perhaps one of the 
earliest recorded eclipses. 

This date is substantiated by the internal consistency seen in the dates of 
other events arrived at by the Planetarium software using the description 
of the sky configuration from the Ramayana text, their sequence and elapse 
time between these dates tallying with the sequence and gap between the 
events as mentioned in the text as well.

For the precise dates and the exact verses and sequence of these events, you 
may visit our website on Historical Rama - www.historicalrama.org. 

In the Mahabharata text, which is another Itihasa or historical text of this 
land, very specific and detailed reference is given of the occurrence of two 
sets of triple eclipses.

The first set of eclipses, was observed by Krishna Dwaipayana, the author 
of Mahabharata, who is also reverentially called as Veda Vyasa, since he 
compiled the four Veda. 

Continuing this Indian 
tradition of eclipse 
observation recording, 
Krishna Dwaipayana the 
chronicler of Mahabharata, 
has recorded his observation 
in his magnum opus 
historical text Mahabharata. 

As Krishna Dwaipayana 
was tracking the sky, just 
prior to the start of the 
Kurukshetra war, he observes 
and records these eclipses in 
the Mahabharata text. 

Not one set but two sets of 
Triple Eclipses.

Mahabharata has a unique Krishna Dwaipayana observing the night sky
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record of having recorded not just one set of triple eclipses but two sets of 
triple eclipses. The first set of triple eclipses was observed and recorded just 
prior to the start of the Kurukshetra war. There is a record of another set of 
three back to back eclipses having occurred 36 years after the Kurukshetra 
war.

This repetition after 36 year, tallies with the Saros cycle for eclipses, where 
same eclipses repeat every 18 years and multiples thereof.

Observing eclipses and the skies and their probable impact on humanity 
has thus been a continuous tradition of India, going back to well over 5000 
to 7000 years and more.

VERACITY OF THESE RECORDS

Itihasa

Epics such as Mahabharata and Ramayana have been classified from time 
immemorial as Itihasa meaning “it thus happened”. 

Ancient Indian happenings are recorded in the Purana and Itihasa of the 
land. As we have seen, the word Itihasa means it thus happened. Ramayana 
and Mahabharata are the only 2 Itihasa text of India. 

In contrast, the Purana are legends of events written down in the form of 
stories and passed on from generation to generation, more to imbibe the 
moral values in them. The Purana by classification have to be documented 
in a prescribed format only.   

It is indeed ironical that despite having achieved such a maturity in 
chronicling many thousands of years ago itself, these got dubbed as 
mythology or fables. This change in status came about during the regime of 
the British in India, in the 1800s.

How did they become Mythology?
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In 1808,  James Mill and Charles Grant were appointed to write the 
History of India, as syllabus for the Helibary college.  

Mill and Grant wrote the “History of India” deliberately without visiting 
India lest they get influenced by its rich culture.  

First they and later their genre of colonial writers classified the Indian texts 
and thought as fabricated trash and drilled it into the minds of Indians that 
these were mythology. 

This 200 year old legacy of the colonial nomenclature of “Indian Mythology” 
has obscured the authentic data available in the Itihasa of this land.

Discarding the classification of such texts as myth and revisiting them with 
an open, scientific bent of mind, we may be able to unearth lot of historical 
facts from these texts and understand the civilizations of the world at large 
from a more accurate frame of time.

Our Journey Into the Past Now

Experts in Archaeo-Astronomy after considerable research and by the 
process of elimination, have zeroed in on the triple eclipses in Sept-Oct 

Charles Grant James Mill
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3067 BCE and once again 36 years later in the year 3031 BCE, as those 
bearing significance to ancient Indian history of the Mahabharata period.

They have been identified as the eclipses that tally with those finding 
mention in ancient historical texts and by dating them we are also able to 
ascribe dates to the events associated with ancient history too. The precise 
dates and sequence of these eclipses were as follows:

The Season of 3 eclipses in 3067 BCE

1. Lunar Eclipse - 29th September 3067 BCE 

2. Solar Eclipse - 14th October 3067 BCE 

3. Lunar Eclipse - 28th October 3067 BCE.

The Season of 3 eclipses in 3031 BCE

1. Lunar Eclipse - 20th October, 3031 BCE

2. Solar Eclipse –  5th November, 3031 BCE

3. Lunar Eclipse - 19th November, 3031 BCE.
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SIGNIFICANCE OF 3067 BCE FOR INDIA

The Triple eclipse of Mahabharata

One may wonder as to why Krishna Dwaipayana was watching the night 
sky? Why did he record these eclipses?

Krishna Dwaipayana was the biological father of Kings Pandu and 
Dhrithirashtra, whose sons, Pandava and the Kaurava, were the protagonists 
and antagonists respectively, of the Mahabharata events.

It was troubled times with an imminent major war between his own 
biological grandchildren and the night sky was portending ominous signs 
according to him.

The Kurukshetra war was a war fought between the cousins Pandava and 
Kaurava.  Based on the count and details of the battalions, provided in 
the text, it comes to light that it was a major war in which over 47 lakh 
people took part. Lakh is an Indian unit for counting  and 1 lakh stands 
for 100,000. 

Krishna Dwaipayana, explicitly states that he was keenly observing the 
night sky during this period when he observes and records a very unique 
eclipse season of 3 eclipses, one following the other.

Part 2 – 3067 BCE 

The Mahabharata Period
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The Kurukshetra war theatre
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3 eclipses in successive fortnights, we have seen is a not so 
common phenomenon.

As per the Mahabharata record, the triple eclipses were a sequence of a 
lunar eclipse, followed by a solar eclipse followed by a lunar eclipse again 
in 13 days.

Relevant Sanskrit verse in Mahabharata, in English Script

(Mahabharata, 6.3.32)

Since eclipses can occur on a Full Moon or New Moon only, the minimum 
time gap between any 2 eclipses is typically 15 days. In some cases, it has 
varied 1 day before or 1 day after i.e. 14 or 16 days. 

In this case, one of the eclipses is said to have occurred within a time gap 
of just 13 days itself - Trayodasim.

This 13 day interval between 2 eclipses, is mentioned with an exclamation 
by Krishna Dwaipayana himself, in the Mahabharata text as, “Fortnights of 
14, 15 and 16 days are known in the past. Never have I known in 13 days, in a 
single month, both a lunar and a solar eclipse.”

We find that the sequence of the 3 eclipses – namely lunar, solar and lunar 
eclipses of the duration as mentioned in the Mahabharata text matches 
with the set of triple eclipses as identified by experts using the Planetarium 
Software, namely, 

1. Lunar eclipse on 29th  September, 3067 BCE

2. Solar eclipse on 14th  October, 3067 BCE 

3. Lunar eclipse on 28th  October, 3067 BCE.
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What fixes these as the dates of the Mahabharata eclipses?

The triple eclipses as dated by the Planetarium Software and those observed 
before the Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata period, converge together 
as they meet the same very stringent astronomical conditions.

The stringent factors, in the case of the Mahabharata war are,

1. The sequence of the eclipse – lunar-solar and lunar is the same in 
both cases.

2. The elapse time  between the solar and lunar eclipse is only 13 days in 
both cases.

Convergence of Mahabharata eclipses and 3067 BCE Triple eclipse



The Mahabharata Period 17

3. The star configuration in which the solar eclipse took place is also 
mentioned in the Mahabharata and the same is found to be the case 
for the triple eclipses of 3067 BCE.

4. The solar eclipse which occurred at Jyeshta nakshatra or star Antares, 
occurred on an Equinox day and we find that Oct 14th, 3067 BCE was 
indeed an Equinox.

These 4 parameters together make the conditions stringent and the 
correlation, between the Planetarium Software dates and the textual record 
in Mahabharata, watertight.

The differential of 14 days shown by the Planetarium software in contrast 
to 13 days mentioned in the ancient Indian observations, is understood 
to arise, because of the difference in the concept of calculating days in the 
modern English and the ancient Indian calendrical systems. The English 
date change is calculated from midnight to midnight whereas in the Indian 
traditional system, the day calculation is from sunrise to sunrise. 

1st Lunar Eclipse in the war sequence – 29th September, 3067 BCE
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2nd Solar Eclipse in the war sequence – 14th Oct, 3067 BCE

3rd Lunar Eclipse in the war sequence – 28th October, 3067 BCE
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The 13 day gap is a highlighting factor, only to help us to specifically fix the 
date with a higher degree of probability, as it seems to be very rare. 

The effect of the period between 2 eclipses or the totality versus annular or 
penumbral nature of the eclipse is not the subject of discussion here. The 
focus here has been to arrive at the dates for the event.

Here are sky charts from the Planetarium software, which show the sky 
configuration as described in the text for events that occurred on the day of 
those eclipses of the Mahabharata. These sky charts show the date on which 
this configuration took place in the skies of the past. 

We see that this unique eclipse season, so vividly documented by 
Krishna Dwaipayana plays a pivotal role in determining the dates for the 
Mahabharata, in the modern calendar. 

Is there any other factor, which can corroborate that the Mahabharata 
period did indeed coincide with these time marking triple eclipse events?

KALIYUGA – A CORROBORATING FACTOR

The same Mahabharata text, specifically mentions that the events therein 
occur in the transition period to Kaliyuga. 

What is Kaliyuga?

To answer this question, we need to understand the concept of Yuga. Yuga 
means a join or conjunction. 

An astronomical conjunction of all the planets of the Solar system aligning 
with the sun and pointing in the direction of the Aries constellation, the first 
Zodiac, took place in 3102 BCE. It is probably for this reason that Aries is 
the first zodiac.  This alignment is an independent event, which has become 
the watershed point of the Indian calendar called the Kaliyuga calendar.

This Yuga alignment has been observed and recorded in the Mahabharata 
text and also in the other texts in India. The Planetarium software 
also shows this Yuga alignment and gives the date for the same as 
18th February 3102 BCE. 



The Triple Eclipse of 200920

Conjunction – visible to unaided eye

Thus apart from the eclipses matching in description to that given 
in the Mahabharata and the date from the Planetarium software, the 
astronomical event of conjunction also matches between the text and the 
Planetarium software. 

An astronomical water shed event  

The occurrence of this conjunction, an astronomical water shed event, has 
formed the basis for the Indian calendar for over 5000 years and is called 
Kaliyuga era. This calendar is not based on a person, a religious belief, or a 
language in which it was written in. 

This calendar is not for a limited geographical expanse or need. It can hold 
good for the entire globe. In fact, this alignment which is unique, is not 
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An artist’s impression of the Kaliyuga alignment 

only a defining moment and time marker for the calendar of the whole 
earth, but is so, for the entire solar system because of the conjunction of all 
the planets.

Whether the person is in Venus, Mars or Saturn, this Kaliyuga date is 
common for all the planets. 

This unique conjunction which occurs only once in 4,32,000 years, time 
wise, is in the near vicinity to the 2 triple eclipses that occurred. 

These 3 independent astronomical occurrences, all observed and mentioned 
in the Mahabharata, today verifiable through the field of Archaeo-
Astronomy, using the Planetarium Software, endorse the observation in 
the text and also show us the accuracy of the software.

Internally consistent sequence of astronomical observations 
and events

We also find that besides these 2 established and verified celestial 
phenomenon, namely the 2 sets of triple eclipses and the Yuga alignment, 
each of the configurations mentioned in the Mahabharata text are also found 



The Triple Eclipse of 200922

to occur in the Planetarium software in the same sequence as mentioned in 
the text and with the same time interval around them. 

They also fit in with the dates of the two anchor events mentioned above, 
namely the 2 sets of triple eclipses as well as the Yuga alignment.

This fixes the events of the Mahabharata to have occurred around 3067 
BCE and around these sets of triple eclipses, in a watertight manner.

This internal consistency amongst the dates calculated for the events, goes to 
highlight the indisputable authenticity of the narration and its historicity.

START OF KURUKSHETRA WAR 

From the above dating and the sequence of events mentioned in the text, 
the date for the start of the Kurukshetra war has been identified as 22nd Nov 
3067 BCE.

Kurukshetra war begins - 22nd Nov 3067 BCE
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READING INTO THE EVENTS OF 3067 BCE

The Kurukshetra war of 22nd Nov 3067 BCE

What can we read about the civilization and the events that took place 
during this time?

The date of Nov 22, 3067 BCE, shows that the war occurred immediately 
after the occurrence of the first set of triple eclipses which occurred between  
September – October 3067 BCE. 

The Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata period was thus fought over 5000 
years ago and we have been regaled with stories leading to and about this 
war ever since. 

Various versions describe this war as a primitive war fought amongst tribes 
using bows, arrows and spears. Various other mediums have portrayed this 
as a war of gargantuan proportions in which, huge armies were involved and 
have dramatically shown bows, arrows and spears possessing specialized 
destructive powers being deployed during the war.

Where does the truth lie in this spectrum?  Was it just a small war between 
some tribal warlords with basic weapons or was it a much bigger war 
equivalent to those fought in modern days?

Agni Asthra – Artist’s impression
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The Mahabharata text describes the organization and strength of the various 
units of the armies, as per which over 47 lakh people, 19 lakh horses and 4 
lakh elephants took part in the war. 1 lakh stands for a count of 100,000.

The text further speaks of Asthra and Shasthra being part of the weaponry 
used in the war.

While Shasthra were those weapons that were hand held such as spears, 
swords, bows, arrows etc., Asthra were weapons that were deployed 
as missiles.

The Asthra were classified into 4 main types:

1. Those that could be countered by another Asthra only

2. Those that could be countered only by surrender of weapons

3. Those that could be specifically targeted

Shasthra weapons – Artist’s  impression
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4. Those from which there was no escape, for example

i. Sudarshana Chakra

ii. Brahma Asthra

iii. Pashupatha Asthra

iv. Indra Vajra

v. Narayana Asthra

vi. Varuna Kaala Paasha

It will be interesting to note that not only Mahabharata but Ramayana 
war as well as many other Purana also mention these weapons and 
there is consistency in the description of the properties and source of 
the weapons. 

From the description of these Asthra in all these texts, the Asthra appear to 
be some very advanced weaponry. 

So, does all this imply that the Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata period 
could have actually been a much bigger war using advanced weapons 
and arsenal?

WERE NUCLEAR ARSENAL USED DURING 
THE WAR? 

The answer to this question that perplexes many of us, can perhaps be 
found in the following pointers.

Dr.Robert J. Oppenheimer, the nuclear physicist of America, responsible 
for the development of the first Atomic Bomb in the modern world, while 
witnessing the first nuclear test explosion in 1945, in New Mexico Desert 
quoted from the verse 11.32 of the Bhagavad Gita – 

“I am become death, destroyer of the worlds”.
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“The Supreme Lord said: I am death, the mighty destroyer of the world, out to 
destroy. Even without your participation all the warriors standing arrayed in 
the opposing armies shall cease to exist.” (Bhagavad Gita - Chapter 11 verse 32)

The sermon – Bhagavad Gita, got the Kurukshetra war of Mahabharata 
underway and this particular phrase which Dr. Oppenheimer quoted, 
speaks of the power to destroy.

Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, director of 
the Manhattan Project, learned Sanskrit 
in 1933 and read the Bhagavad Gita in the 
original. He has cited it as one of the most 
influential books to shape his philosophy 
of life. 

The quoting of the Bhagavad Gita 
verse 11.32 by Dr.Oppenheimer 
does not seem to be a one off 
statement. There are pointers 
that make one wonder whether 
Dr.Oppenheimer was quoting 

the Gita at the moment of the first nuclear test explosion of the modern 
world, from a philosophical perspective or whether he was perhaps quoting 
it to imply some other connection or similarity.  Was he of the opinion 
that the Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata, which brought forth the 

Dr. Robert J Oppenheimer
Photos courtesy US National Archives and 
Record Administration

Manhattan Trinity Project –
The Explosive Gadget
Photo courtsey Los Alamos National Laboratories
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Bhagavad Gita, too had nuclear arsenal in it and was he aware of the same?

Dr. Oppenheimer conveys  a 
plausible connection, when 
he articulates his view on 
the nuclear capability of an 
ancient civilization.

Shortly after the first nuclear test 
explosion, called the Manhattan 
Project, Dr. Oppenheimer, 
addressed the students of the 
Rochester University. Here one 
of the students asked him a pointed question, if his experiment was the 
first nuclear explosion of the world. He responded thoughtfully as “Well …. 
Yes, in modern times ofcourse …”. 

This cautious, measured, response of Dr. Oppenheimer, which has been 
recorded for posterity, makes one wonder if Dr. Oppenheimer believed 
that in an earlier civilization, there could have been nuclear capability. By 
earlier quoting the Bhagavad Gita during the test explosion, was he perhaps 
pointing to the Indian civilization as having had that capability?

This thought is further substantiated by the Indian text Mahabharata and 
the adjunct text Purana, which give a vivid description of the Asthra or 
missiles and their capabilities. 

The description of the special manner in which these Asthra were invoked, 
the number, colour, shape and the rapid speed of individual discharges 
from each Asthra, the extent of destruction they had caused and the 
awe in which they were held as compared to the regular bow and arrow, 
make them appear to be special weapons of mass destruction, beyond our 
comprehension today. 

Were they based on nuclear technology or something even beyond? 

The dropping of the atomic bomb on Nagasaki and Hiroshima during 
World War II, are the nuclear bomb drops, we have encountered in the 
modern world till date. Until then, descriptions of such bombs and their 

University of Rochester
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destruction were unheard of and would have been passed off as a figment 
of imagination.

It is to be noted from the account in the texts, that not everyone who took 
part in the war had the Asthra. The common soldier used only Shasthra. 
Very few persons seemed to have had Asthra.   

Notable amongst them, on the Pandava side, Arjuna had such asthra and 
on the Kaurava side, Karna had them. 

Both Arjuna and Karna are described in the text as level headed warriors 
with great will power, patience, tolerance and sagacity. They had obtained 
these asthra weapons, only after great penance and austerities. 

ANY GROUND PROOF OF AN ATOMIC 
WAR IN THE PAST? - STUDIES ON THE 
KURUKSHETRA WAR

All pointers so far, make us ponder if really a limited nuclear war was 
fought at the Kurukshetra battle. Many have commented for and against 
on this aspect.

Atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Photos courtesy: US National Archives and Records Administration
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But all studies seem to have halted at a superficial level, leaving this as a still 
unanswered question.

The maximum one is able to trace, is upto the work by two European 
researchers David Davenport and Ettore Vincenti, who seem to have done 
some ground work in and around MohenjoDaro. Not many details can be 
found of their work or its acceptance, but their findings seem to be very 
interesting and plausible, warranting further attention.  

In one of their excavation sites, they claim to have found evidences that 
suggest that the ancient town may have been ruined by a powerful blast. 

They found big stratums of clay and green glass crystallised, fused or melted 
at its identified epicentre and bricks around this epicentre were melted on 
one side, characteristic of an explosion.

It is obvious that not much ground research has been done to validate these 
statements of the Mahabharata text or that of these 2 research scholars.

Ruined town
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There are over 2600 archaeological sites around the Kurukshetra region.

Hardly a handful of them have been excavated and worked on by the 
Archaeological Survey of India. 

Just as Archaeo-Astronomy is bringing about a new revolution in history, 
we need a revolution in our ground Archaeology as well. The services of 
IAEA (Indian Atomic Energy Agency), the National Physical Laboratory 
and similar such research institutions with expertise in nuclear sciences 
and other intra disciplinary subjects, may also have to be enlisted to 
check for remnant signs of any nuclear explosion in the Kurukshetra war 
theatre area. 
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SOME POINTS TO PONDER

In parallel, the texts if studied seriously can yield a wealth of information 
on the weaponry, army formations and other details of the Kurukshetra war 
to give us better insights into this war and the fallout of the war.

If it does turn out to be a major war fought with all those advanced 
technologies, then it is indeed a wake up call for all of us, in this age of 
nuclear armaments to study and understand this war and draw lessons 
from it. 

First, it will be a shot in the arm for the nuclear disarmament and global 
peace program. Especially since the current generation seems to be slowly 
forgetting the long lasting impact and sufferings of the people post the 
bomb droppings at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, not having seen it first hand. 

Second, is a very intriguing thought!

There seems to be a big lesson and reminder in store for all of us, on how 
large scale destruction can affect not only the present but future generations 
of a civilization. 

It highlights how, despite the possession of advanced knowledge 
and technology during the Mahabharata period, the Kurukshetra war 

Nuclear Tests of the Modern World
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seems to have caused a loss of all that knowledge and pushed back the 
civilization manifold. 

If mankind, was indeed in possession of such advanced technology during 
the Kurukshetra war days, 5000 years ago, then obviously he seems to have 
lost it during that war or soon after and has had to make a fresh start in 
terms of technology to come to where we are today. 

Juxtaposing this thought with the present, where technology, R&D and 
knowledge has become very specialized and niche, we begin to realize how, 
losing even a small piece  of knowledge and skills in a complex technology 
or solution can soon make the entire technology or product obsolete for 
a civilization.  It poses a very solemn question to the global science and 
technology bodies, commercial entities and thinkers.

In the present day situation of arms race in the world, with many countries 
or even groups having the potential to destroy large cities and people, how 
can we ensure that the technologies that have been developed and are being 
held captive and secret by various commercial entities for commercial gains, 
will be able to withstand man made catastrophes such as a nuclear war? 

In such a globally integrated and technology dependent world, will the 
survivors of any man made world war or natural catastrophe be able to pick 
up the threads and continue their lives the same way? How can knowledge 
be insured, preserved and made accessible to the survivors of large scale 
calamities, in the future?
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SIGNIFICANCE OF 3031 BCE FOR INDIA

Second set of Triple Eclipses

The second set of triple eclipses in ancient times, on which the experts in 
Archaeo-Astronomy have zeroed in, occurred 36 years after the war, during 
October – November 3031 BCE. 

It was again a sequence of Lunar eclipse followed by a Solar eclipse and 
again followed by a Lunar eclipse all within successive fortnights.

Season of 3 eclipses in 3031 BCE

1. Lunar Eclipse - 20th October, 3031 BCE
2. Solar Eclipse –  5th November, 3031 BCE
3. Lunar Eclipse - 19th November, 3031 BCE.

This triple eclipse sequence has been found to be significant because, the 
dates seem to tally with the Mahabharata text, the relevant verse being:

Caturdasi pancadasi krteyam rahuna punah |
Tadaca bharate yuddhe prapta cadya ksyayah nah || 

Mausala Parva 16.3.17, Mahabharata

Part 3 – 3031 BCE –

The Submergence of Dwaraka
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Meaning, “Like the earlier occurrence of a Triple eclipse before the Mahabharata 
war, a triple eclipse is once again occurring with a gap of 14 and 15 days 
between them.”

Krishna here describes a triple eclipse sequence, repeating as it did around 
the Kurukshetra war period.  

Krishna observes this repeat of triple eclipse and advices his people to take 
the necessary precautionary steps. He then departs from this earth. We 
shall see that Dwaraka went through turbulent times after this.
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The Pandava princes who were ruling Hastinapura also renounced their 
kingdom on hearing that Krishna, their friend and advisor had departed from 
this earth and went into the forest to spend the last days of their lives.

As per the Mahabharata text, the Pandava ruled Hastinapura for a period 
of 36 years after the Kurukshetra war. 

From this record and the sequence of events surrounding Krishna, Dwaraka 
and the Pandava, it comes to reason that the triple eclipse of 3031 BCE 
could very well have been the one observed by Krishna, which happens to 
be 36 years after 3067 BCE.

READING INTO THE EVENTS OF 3031 BCE

The Yadava Civil War – The First Blow to Dwaraka

After the departure of Krishna, the great Yadava hero, there was a major 
inter-clan rivalry for supremacy in Dwaraka. 

It was a war in which the Yadava clan, got hold of anything that was 
available at hand and literally went at each other. It was a terrible war where 
they mindlessly killed one another leading to the decimation of almost the 
entire race itself.

The Second Blow to Dwaraka – A Missing Link in 
World History?

As per the text, Dwaraka was struck by yet another calamity post this 
triple eclipse. 

Dwaraka was a city established by Krishna and his Yadava clan, on the 
western coast of the Saurashtra peninsula after they had migrated from 
Mathura, on the banks of the Yamuna River.

Post this triple eclipse of 3031 BCE  and the departure of Krishna and 
the Yadava civil war, this city of Dwaraka was washed away by the sea 
swallowing it. This is mentioned in the Mahabharata. 
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Mausala Parva – Mahabharata 8.40

“The sea, the abode of monsters,
engulfed the gem filled Dwaraka with waves, 
soon after the people departed the place.”

Mausala Parva – Mahabharata 8.41

“Seeing this astounding incident,
the citizens of  Dwaraka ran away,
exclaiming,’Oh, our fate!’.”

Present day location of Dwaraka, India
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Having heard of the departure of Krishna and the unrest in Dwaraka, Arjuna 
was coming towards Dwaraka to console his friends and relatives and bring 
about a settlement among the warring clans, when he saw Dwaraka going 
under the sea.

He describes this incident in the Mausala Parva of the Mahabharata 
as follows.

Sea had been beating against the shore
Suddenly broke the boundary
And rushed into the city.

Saw the beautiful buildings
Submerge one by one.
The sea covered up the entire city.

In a matter of few moments, it was all over.
The sea had now become a placid lake.
There was no trace of the beautiful city.

Dwaraka was just a name!
Just a memory!

The description of the sea swallowing Dwaraka, as given by Arjuna, in the 
Mausala Parva of the Mahabharata, is very similar to the description of a 
Tsunami hitting the coast of South East Asia, in Dec 2004. 

Any Records of other Catastrophes during this time?

While the record in Mahabharata talks of a local event, there are many 
pointers all over the world, which when strung together, show that this sea 
rise which swallowed Dwaraka, a Tsunami of those times of 3000 BCE, 
probably did not impact the western coastal town of Dwaraka in Saurashtra 
peninsula of Gujarat alone. 

That Tsunami, seems to have had a major ecological impact on the whole 
geographical arc from Southern India all the way through Persia, Babylonia 
and to the West Asian regions. 
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In the Sangam literature, we have mention of a Kadalkol or a sea rising 
swallowing the land of Kumari Kandam.  Kumari Kandam is the lost 
continent south of the southern coast of India. Description of the sea 
engulfing the land of Kumari Kandam, is described in detail, in the ancient 
Tamil texts.

Historical sites affected by the Epic floods around 3000 BCE, in a geographical arc

Submergence of Kumari Kandam
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In the Mesopotamian and Sumerian 
civilizations,  we have the epic of Gilgamesh 
and the story of Atrahasis, which  describe 
about their civilization being washed away 
by floods – a great deluge or sea rising.

Gilgamesh was an Akkadian hero and 
king of Mesopotamia. He is estimated to 
have ruled around 2700 BCE.

Further to the west of this arc, in West 
Asia, we have the Biblical account of the 

flood to have occurred around 3000 BCE, when a few humans and species 
of animals escaped in the Noah’s Ark.

Any Archaeological evidences?

Archaeological  evidences corroborating these stories have been identified 
in the sea at :

Dwaraka – Dr.S.R.Rao, the father of marine archaeology in India, over 
the last 20 years, in 12 marine expeditions,  has discovered the sunken city 

Gilgamesh

Noah’s ark – An artist’s impression
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of Dwaraka, which is a veritable underwater marine museum, off the coast 
of present day Dwaraka. The general layout of this sunken city tallies well 
with the graphical description of the city as given in the Mahabharata text. 
The findings of these expeditions suggest the city to have submerged about 
5000 years ago.

Dwaraka plan – Artist’s impression

Boundary wall and Anchors found in sub-merged Dwaraka
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Southern India – In Southern India, in the ancient Tamil texts such as 
Silappadigaram, Manimeghalai, PuraNanooru, Aga Nanooru,  Ain Thinai and 
Ettu Thogai, there is mention of a lost continent called Kumari Kandam, 
which was submerged in the sea many thousand years ago. Poompuhar was 
a prosperous port of that land. Today Poompuhar is a small coastal town 
in Tamil Nadu.  Few miles off the coast of this Poompuhar, submerged 
in the sea, marine archaeologists, such as Dr.S.Badrinarayan, former 
Director General of the Geological Survey of India and Graham Hancock, 
author of the book, Underworld, have photographed the old Poompuhar.  
The date of submergence of Kumari Kandam is estimated to be about 5000 
years ago. 

Persia - In Mesopotamia, a stone 
slab has been recovered which 
speaks of the Epic of Gilgamesh 
and an epic flood. This slab is dated 
to be around 2800 BCE, implying 
the flood happened before that, 
tallying with a probable date of 
around 3000 BCE for the flood 
events in the geographical arc. 

Plausible Cause for these Catastrophes

We do find that the Mahabharata text, in the Mausala Parva, does clearly 
speak of a shower of fiery meteors 
which had an explosive impact on 
the earth. 

Mahabharata text also speaks of 
the earth shaking a lot, implying a 
series of earthquakes.

The Biblical stories of the 
destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as described in the 
Old Testament, have been found 
inscribed on a Cuneiform clay 

Stone Slab with the Epic of Gilgamesh 
and the flood

Cuneiform Clay Tablet of Sumeria – 
Describing an Asteroid hit
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tablet discovered in Sumeria. The description in this cuneiform clay tablet 
also indicates an asteroidal impact dated around 3000 BCE. 

Could such a major asteroidal impact mentioned  both in the Biblical 
account and the Mausala Parva in Mahabharata, have created this Tsunami 
like major flooding event in 3031 BCE, which not only swallowed up 
Dwaraka city but many other civilizations as we have seen?

A Convergence of Facts

Today, due to the precise astronomical data 
in the traditional historic texts of India and 
the new inter-disciplinary field of Archaeo-
astronomy, we are able to give these events a 
date as per the Gregorian calendar. 

Dr. Narahari Achar, Professor of Physics, 
from the Memphis  University in the USA, 
is to be credited with the precise and most 
probable dating of the events associated with 
the Mahabharata war, as also the identification 
and dating of the triple eclipse sequences of 
the period using the Planetarium Software. 

The Destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah, A painting by John Martin, 1852

Dr.Narahari Achar
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Some western astronomers have also tried a similar exercise and have been 
able to assign close enough dates for the Biblical flood. 

All the current literary records and the marine archaeological finds 
of the flood converge to the same period of 3000 BCE and in one 
geographical arc. 

Are these separate incidents which have occurred around the same period of 
time or are they all connected by the same cause and time of occurrence? 

Any which way one sees, this window of time around 3000 BCE, seems 
not to have augured well for the people of the world.

Further work needs to be taken up to probe these events in connection 
with one another to look for credible answers that can throw more light 
into these incidents, as these incidents, which have now become stories of 
the world, seem to have had a major role to play in shaping the destiny of 
the ancient civilizations.

OMINOUS SIGNS AND WARNINGS

Do triple eclipses have an ominous foreboding? 

Eclipses by themselves are not considered to portend ominous signs today.  

The other astronomical event, the appearances of comets, have typically 
been said to portend either the death of a leader or a war. That was more of 
a medieval thought. 

Leaders in different parts of the world are born or die every year. Wars are 
occurring in different parts of the world regularly. To correlate or not to 
correlate depends on each one’s intention, need or imagination.

Eclipses are periodic phenomenon caused by the regular periods of the 
revolution of the earth and the moon and hence can be predicted, whereas 
Meteors or Asteroids hitting the earth are random phenomenon. 
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In the astronomical sense, the eclipses are very localized scenario to the 
earth and the moon. While the Sun seems to get blocked out for us on 
earth or for the moon, the eclipses do not actually affect the Sun.

If so, this triple eclipse could just be an astronomical event for us to observe 
and relish. 

The Reality?

What cannot be ignored however is the scientific fact that every 
astronomical body exerts a pull on the other and depending on their sizes 
and their relative alignment with one another, the forces may add up to a 
huge impacting force or subtract and nullify the impact.  

During eclipses, the sun, moon and earth get aligned in a straight line 
either on the same side of earth or opposite sides of the earth. 

Do triple eclipses, where the planes of all the 3 are so much aligned, as 
to produce 3 successive, back to back eclipses, have a higher potential to 
influence activity on earth and the moon? Does this effect get compounded 
especially if other planets are also closely aligned?  

Can such alignments have geological impacts on earth and cause increased 
volcanic activity or earthquakes or even attract passing by asteroids?

There has been a spurt of studies into earthquakes. 

Sun moon on either side of earth
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One of the recent models for earthquakes is based on “Planetary Angular 
Momentum” theory which aims at establishing planetary configurations as 
a definitive means of earthquake prediction. 

Simulations are being carried out based on the gravitational influences 
between planets and the inline alignment of the moon with the earth. 
These models are in their nascent stage but their findings and approach 
seem to warrant attention. 

According to this theory and research being carried out by a team of 
geologists in India, when two or more than two planets, Sun and Moon 
are aligned more or less in line with the Earth, then the Earth would be 
caught in the middle of a huge gravitational struggle between the Sun 
and the planets and the gravitational stresses could lead to change in the 
speed of rotation of the earth on its axis. This in turn, would affect the 
motion of the tectonic plates which would fall out of sync with the earth’s 
rotation speed. 

This disruption could lead to accumulation of stress at the faults and plate 
boundaries and based on the distance of the fault from the planet and the 
direction of the planetary forces acting at any particular point, earthquakes 
could happen at that point with proportional intensity.

Using this model, the alignment of Jupiter and Venus with Earth, Moon 
and the Sun was worked out to have been the cause of the earthquake 
of December 2004 at Indonesia. This devastating earthquake at Indonesia 
also triggered off a huge Tsunami all along the Indian Ocean, all the way 
upto Africa, causing huge loss of life and property.

Russian geologists too have subsequently and independently confirmed 
that planetary angular momentum does have an impact on earthquakes.

Alignment of Planets on 26th December 2004



The Triple Eclipse of 200946

While still nascent, these studies seem to be establishing convincingly, 
the connection between planetary positions and their forces, with 
the geological behaviour of the earth and the mathematical ability to 
predict earthquakes.

It also seems to strengthen the question, whether eclipses, which are a 
special case of only earth, sun and moon aligning, could also, therefore 
cause calamities on earth? 

An Interesting and Alarming Convergence – Tradition Meets Science

Indian traditional calendar is a Luni-Solar calendar. One of the traditional 
Indian calendars follows a 60 year Jupiter cycle, where every 60 years, when 
Jupiter, Saturn, Earth, Sun and Moon  align together with the same Zodiac, 
a new cycle is said to start. It is called Manava Yuga,  where Yuga as we have 
seen before, means joining, conjunction or alignment and Manava means 
Man, thus meaning “Alignment for Mankind”. 

Going by the theory of Planetary Angular Momentum, if Jupiter and 
Venus together could cause impacts like the 2004 earthquake and Tsunami, 
imagine what could happen when Jupiter and Saturn align together with 
earth, sun and moon? 

If so, then every 60 years could also portend trouble for life and mankind 
on earth. Is that why, this 60 year cycle is considered significant?

The year 2009, as per this traditional calendar, is the 22nd year in this 
cycle.  Going by this, the period 1987 - 1988 would have been the year 
when the present cycle would have started and the planets must have been 
in alignment.

We do find that in 1988, we did have the major Armenian earthquake 
in Yerevan, in the then Soviet Union.  25000 people lost their lives and 
500,000 were left homeless in this earthquake.

Jupiter with its 12 year revolution period around the sun and Saturn with 
its 30 year revolution period around the sun, align together every 20 years. 
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Then why is this importance given to the 60 year cycle, when they all align 
with the same Zodiac? What is the role of the zodiac in all these alignments, 
other than acting as a marker in the sky? 

The names used for events and objects in Indian astronomy are found to 
provide meanings to their nature or function. If so, what can we understand 
from the names given to each of the 60 years? This continues to elude us 
even today.

Interestingly the name for the year starting in 2009 is Virodhi, which means 
enemy. What is the significance of this name and this year? Is this another 
of the ominous signs that foretells a war ahead?

Of added value in the cause and effect study, would be the data from ancient 
history of the period around 3000 BCE.

 We have seen that around this time there were major earthquakes, floods 
and asteroid hits over most part of the globe. This period marked the 
Kaliyuga or conjunction of all planets with the sun in a straight line. Could 
this major alignment have been the cause for the disturbances on the earth 
and the various natural calamities that seem to have happened on earth?

Yet another thought comes to mind, from these observations. 

We all know that human body is made up of 70% water. If planetary 
alignments can cause impacts on tidal as well as tectonic plates, can they 
not also exercise influence on the human body and therefore the mind and 
behaviour of mankind?

Earth and Mankind composed of 70% water
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Forewarning

We find that, in the past, 5000 years ago, leaders had warned their people 
in advance of impending doom or natural calamities and had advised them 
on steps to be taken. 

We see examples of such forewarning 

•	 Before Dwaraka was flooded
•	 Before the Floods in Sumeria and Mesopotamia
•	 Before calamity struck Sodom and Gomorrah
•	 Before Kumari Kandam, south of India, was submerged

Krishna’s Advice to the Yadava

We find that in the case of Dwaraka flooding, Krishna had forewarned 
His people to migrate to other safer locations, much before the disaster 
struck Dwaraka. 

In Mausala Parva of Mahabharata, Krishna exhorts the Yadava to migrate 
south beyond Prabhas Pathan. 

We find a corroboration of this migration, in the ancient Tamil text of 
the Sangam period, called Pathir Pathu. In this there is reference to Velir 
Kings of the Chera Kingdom in Southern India, being the 49th generation 
descendants from Dwaraka.

Migration from Dwaraka and Somnath to South India
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“Tamil Velir Kings, ‘King among kings, ruling Dwaraka
And descending from 49 generations
Chera King called Kannan”

The Bhagavatha Purana also speaks of Krishna’s forewarning.

“O great Yadava! These mighty and fearful portents are seen 
over Dwaraka, 
Like the flag of Yama, the God of Death. 
We should not stay here even for a moment.
Let women, children and old men leave this and go to Sankhodhara and 
We shall go to Prabhasa, where the Saraswati  flows to the west.”

Pura Nanooru – A Sangam Literature



The Triple Eclipse of 200950

Thus, post the 3031 BCE triple eclipse, those heeding the warnings of 
Krishna, migrated out of Dwaraka in all directions, before 

•	 The destruction of Dwaraka by the sea
•	 The destruction due to the internecine Yadava Civil War 

These migrating Yadava, could probably have been responsible for carrying 
the tales and deeds of Hari Krishna to the far west as Herakles.

More details of this can be found in our forth coming title 
“Historical Krishna”.

Epic of Gilgamesh

In the case of the floods in Mesopotamia and the Epic of Gilgamesh, there 
is mention of the hero Atrahasis, the Wise One, being warned by the God 
Enki to build a boat and save himself and his people during the floods.

Preparation for Noah’s ark

The very fact that before the deluge, they built the Noah’s Ark to gather 
people, different species of plants and animal life and take them to safety 
to begin life anew, goes to show that there was a forewarning of the 
natural catastrophe. 

Kumari Kandam story of migration to north

Kumari Kandam was a large continent to the South of present day India. As 
per the literature of this land which is available even today as the ancient 
Sangam Tamil texts, this continent submerged in 2 stages. 

The first ancient capital of Kumari Kandam, was a city called “Then Madurai”. 
The literature of the first Sangam period, were written there. When this 
part of Kumari Kandam submerged, the people migrated northwards as per 
the Sangam literature itself, and set up their capital at Kapadapuram, where 
the remaining part of the Kumari Kandam civilization flourished. 
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Later when this city Kapadapuram and the remaining part of Kumari 
Kandam was devoured by the sea, the then ruling Pandya king, Nilam Tharu 
Thiru Veera Pandya, fled northwards along with his people and established 
his capital at the present day, South Indian city of Madurai. 

As to when the first deluge of the first Sangam period occurred, is difficult 
to trace. The second Sangam deluge could well be equated with the 3000 
BCE deluge in the geographical arc, which we are now talking about.

This equating is possible because of corroborating indicators in the 
form of the names of places in other Indian texts such as Ramayana and 
Mahabharata and the Sangam literature texts of Silappadigaram, Pura 
Nanooru, Aga Nanooru, Ainthinai, Ettu Thokai etc.

As per the above mentioned Sangam literature texts, the king, Nilam 
Tharu Thiru Veera Pandya, had read the signs of the impending sinking 
of the continent and advised his people to move up north across the 
continent into present day India, in time to save themselves from this 
mighty catastrophe.

This has been very poetically described in the text as “the King herded his 
people to move northwards, while he himself flanked the rear and just as he and 
his people crossed over, the waves of the deluge washed his feet.”

Mass fleeing from the deluge of Kumari Kandam
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This goes to indicate that it was a successful migration, just in time. 

The immense scale of migration and the distances covered, indicate that 
this King had read into the signs well in advance and had engineered this 
migration strategy successfully in time. 

ANOTHER MISSING LINK - 
DISAPPEARANCE OF SARASWATHI RIVER

The Kurukshetra region where the Mahabharata war was fought, lies in the 
Saraswathi River basin. 

One of the major local aftermath of the cataclysms of 3031 BCE, could 
also be the drying up of the once mighty, flowing Saraswathi River over the 
next 500 year period. 

The Mahabharata text clearly speaks of Bhoomi Kampana or shaking of the 
earth regularly.

It has now been proven that it was the impact of tectonic movement and 
earth quakes which  caused the Saraswathi River to dry up.  During this 
500 year period, there was a continuous migration of people from the 
drying bed of their once life sustaining river to different parts of India and 
the world.

Migration from the banks of Saraswathi
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ANTHROPOLOGICAL IMPACTS – 
PAN GLOBAL SIMILARITIES

In summary, we are talking of 4 migrations  in the past, out of India, 5000 
years ago:

1. Post the Mahabharata war, migration of the defeated or disenchanted 
people from the Northern and north Western part of India to far away 
places to re-establish their lives and lives of their progeny.

2. Before the Civil war and Submergence of Dwaraka, migration of 
people to South of India and West and East of India, on the advice 
of Krishna.

3. Post the submergence of Dwaraka, migration of the survivors.
4. During the drying up of Saraswathi, migration of the people from 

the banks of Saraswathi to other parts of India and to the lands in 
the west.

Is it because of these migrations and such other earlier migrations, that we 
see Pan Global similarities in cultures, practices, rituals, names, languages 
and other related aspects in different parts of the globe? 

The details of this, we shall discuss later in specific titles - The Saraswathi 
River and Pan Global Similarities, in the Bharath Gyan Series. 

A CLARION CALL

Many archaeologists have done original work to study historical eclipses 
in order to date and understand civilizational developments. In fact the 
ancient flood myths have been studied and dated to have occurred on May 
10th, 2807 BCE, using the mention of a total solar eclipse, in archaeological 
finds, as a basis. These dates have as yet, not been frozen as final. 

Perhaps the specific data in the Indian texts and the authentic work done 
by the Indian experts on dating the Dwaraka submergence, the meteor hit 
mentioned in Mahabharata and the Kumari Kandam submergence in the 
ancient Tamil texts, could help in cementing the dates of these ancient 
floods as well as the Indian events and the history of overall mankind. 
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People in many parts around the world are working on new, interdisciplinary 
subjects such as Geomythology,  which is being accorded recognition as a 
discipline that combines earth sciences and ancient legends, to enhance our 
knowledge of earthquakes, volcanoes and tsunamis. 

But we find that in all these studies, Indian traditional texts and the vast 
amount of information in these texts have been largely ignored so far, 
perhaps due to the language barrier and the style of expression. 

India with its vast reservoir of specific and scientific literature ranging 
from the Veda to the other ancient native literature, can provide a concrete 
foundation and pointers, on which to base and augment these studies. 

Multi-disciplinary Forums

There are various open minded scientific bodies and disaster prevention 
bodies, encouraging such inter disciplinary research in current times, with 
a hope to find newer ways to help mankind tide over the increasing number 
of various man made, natural and man induced ecological disasters. 

Many findings of such studies till date, have not got the due recognition 
they deserve, because as yet, there do not seem to be peer review forums 
for affirming such interdisciplinary work in a compartmentalized and 
localized world. 

Forums for such studies need to be different. Such forums should not be 
restricted to specializations in the fields of sciences, history, archaeology, 
anthropology, geopolitics, economists, linguistics or epigraphy alone or 
restricted to the knowledge of a region alone. 

It will have to be a forum of researchers and compilers across the globe, who 
have some understanding or appreciation of all of these fields, along with a 
deep rooted understanding of their respective civilizations from a holistic 
point of view. A forum that will separate out the grains from the chaff or 
milk from water as they say, to identify the most probable solution from the 
multitude of possibilities presenting themselves for such analysis. 

This forum will have to enlist the support of the experts in the various 
specialized fields listed above to validate and pronounce their individual 
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findings or expert opinions. It will then have to collate all of these to check 
for internal consistencies across disciplines, before affirming the result of 
the interdisciplinary nay, multidisciplinary, study.

It will have to be a forum that can compile all such findings and take it to 
the world at large, with all the attention, for all the attention it deserves. It 
should take it to the reach of not only the knowledge bodies and experts in 
the world but also to the common man adding value by explaining it from 
a global perspective and in sync with nature.

It will have to be a forum of compilers of holistic, integrated knowledge 
around the globe and across cultures - Vyasa as they are called in native 
Indian language.

Can we treat this eclipse and all that it reminds us of, as a clarion call for 
initiating open minded, collaborative, multidisciplinary, holistic research 
across the world and cultures to strengthen our capability for sustaining 
mankind further and building resilience into society?  

Time is of urgency here, before the current and already decimated population 
of knowledgeable, traditional scholars in each culture, fades away, in the 
face of an emerging globally uniform, modern culture.
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Year Type of Eclipse Year Type of Eclipse

1913 Aug 31 Solar 1931 Sep 12 Solar
1913 Sep 15 Lunar 1931 Sep 26 Lunar
1913 Sep 30 Solar 1931 Oct 11 Solar
1915 Jan 31 Lunar 1933 Feb 10 Lunar
1915 Feb 14 Solar 1933 Feb 24 Solar
1915 Mar 01 Lunar 1933 Mar 12 Lunar
1915 Jul 26 Lunar 1933 Aug 05 Lunar

1915 Aug 10 Solar 1933 Aug 21 Solar
1915 Aug 24 Lunar 1933 Sep 04 Lunar
1916 Dec 24 Solar 1935 Jan 05 Solar
1917 Jan 08 Lunar 1935 Jan 19 Lunar
1917 Jan 23 Solar 1935 Feb 03 Solar
1917 Jun 19 Solar 1935 Jun 30 Solar
1917 Jul 04 Lunar 1935 Jul 16 Lunar
1917 Jul 19 Solar 1935 Jul 30 Solar

1922 Mar 13 Lunar 1940 Mar 23 Lunar
1922 Mar 28 Solar 1940 Apr 07 Solar
1922 Apr 11 Lunar 1940 Apr 22 Lunar
1924 Jul 31 Solar 1942 Aug 12 Solar

1924 Aug 14 Lunar 1942 Aug 26 Lunar
1924 Aug 30 Solar 1942 Sep 10 Solar
1926 Jun 25 Lunar 1944 Jul 06 Lunar
1926 Jul 09 Solar 1944 Jul 20 Solar
1926 Jul 25 Lunar 1944 Aug 04 Lunar

1928 May 19 Solar 1946 May 30 Solar
1928 Jun 03 Lunar 1946 Jun 14 Lunar
1928 Jun 17 Solar 1946 Jun 29 Solar

Triple eclipses in the first half of the 20th century
Eclipse data, courtesy Fred Espenak, NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center.
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THE DARK SIDE OF THE 20TH CENTURY

We find some very interesting correlations between some of the prominent 
triple eclipses of the recent century and our recent history too. 

As we have seen earlier, eclipses occur in 18 year cycles called Saros cycle 
and many such Saros series are active at any given time. Thus mankind’s 
history has seen and will continue to keep witnessing many eclipses, with 
some of them occurring in sequences of 2 or 3 back to back eclipses. 

That said, there seem to have been periods when the triple eclipses have 
occurred very frequently.

We find that the years 1913 to 1946 have been dotted with a number of 
back to back triple eclipses. Here is a table (to the left) listing the triple 
eclipses that occurred during this period.

The number of triple eclipses that have occurred in the first half of the 20th 
century seem to be much more than the number between 1950s to 2000.

Our mind immediately starts scanning the pages of history to see if any 
thing momentous happened between 1900s to 1950s.

Part 4 – The Last 100 Years
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Photos of the World War I – The Great War
Courtesy Great War Primary Document Archive - Photos of the Great War

1915 and 1917 – Were right in the midst of World War I.
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Parade of SA troops past Hitler, Nuremberg.
Charles Russell Collection, NARA. September 1935

Germans giving the Nazi salute during the wave of book-burnings that spread 
throughout Germany. International News Photos., 1933, NARA

1933 - Was when Hitler assumed power in Germany.
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Photos courtesy US National Archives and
Records Administration

The Holocaust during World War II

1935 - Was when the persecution of Jews started.
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Photos courtesy US National Archives and Records 
Administration & World War II Museum

Photos of the World War II

1939 to 1945 - World War II
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We find the triple eclipses to have occurred once almost every 2 years 
and notably in 1915, 1917, 1933 and 1935, right in the midst of the most 
traumatic period of recent history, we find that there have been not one but 
two sets of triple eclipses in the same year.

Is there any significance to this pattern of frequent triple eclipses?

THE OTHER SIDE

It is also a fact that, during the above few decades, while the world 
experienced extreme trauma, it was the same few decades which gave rise 
to unprecedented advancement in various fields of science and technology 
ranging from applications for defence to entertainment. 

Post this period, the lifestyle of the world, started taking a definite upturn.
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THE DRAMA WE ARE ABOUT TO WITNESS

It is now 5000 years after the Kurukshetra war on one count and about 
70 years after the traumatic events of the world wars on another count, a 
traumatic period that also witnessed many, frequent triple eclipses. 

The triple eclipses have occurred off and on since then. Today, we are on 
the threshold of witnessing another series of frequent triple eclipses over 
the next decade.

A set of triple eclipses is expected to occur on

1. Lunar eclipse on 7th July 2009 (Penumbral, visible in Australia, Pacific 
and Americas).

2. Solar eclipse on 22nd July 2009 (Total, visible in India, Nepal, China 
and Central Pacific).

3. Lunar eclipse on 6th August 2009 (Penumbral, visible in Americas, 
Europe, Africa and West Asia).

“Eclipse data, courtesy Fred Espenak, NASA/Goddard Space Flight Centre.”

This set of triple eclipses will be followed by a series of frequent triple 
eclipses over the next decade.

Part 5 – 2009 CE and Beyond
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1st Lunar eclipse 7th July 2009

2nd Solar Eclipse 22nd July 2009 CE

3rd Lunar Eclipse 6th August, 2009 CE
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The second eclipse in this Triple Eclipse sequence, on July 22nd, 2009 will 
be a Total Solar Eclipse.  

The blue belt in the following projection, indicates the corridor or regions 
of the globe where the solar eclipse will be visible.

The eclipse path seems to cover India, Bangladesh and South East Asia.

To quote from the eclipse prediction of Fred Espenak of NASA - 

“On Wednesday, 2009 July 22, a total eclipse of the Sun is visible from 
within a narrow corridor that traverses half of Earth. The path of the 
Moon’s umbral shadow begins in India and crosses through Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar and China. After leaving mainland 
Asia, the path crosses Japan’s Ryukyu Islands and curves southeast 
through the Pacific Ocean where the maximum duration of totality 
reaches 6 min 39 sec. A partial eclipse is seen within the much broader 
path of the Moon’s penumbral shadow, which includes most of eastern 
Asia, Indonesia and the Pacific Ocean.”

“Eclipse projection courtesy Fred Espenak, NASA/Goddard Space Flight Centre.”
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There are going to be many scientists all over the world, predicting, 
observing, recording and studying these eclipses as they occur. 

For Indians, this event bears an additional significance as well. 

More than just individual astronomical events, this eclipse will be one 
amongst the sequence of three eclipses, like the ones witnessed by 
the earth, 

•	 Before the great Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata period, 5000 
years ago in 3067 BCE.

•	 Similar to the one that occurred before the submergence of Dwaraka 
in 3031 BCE.

•	 Similar to ones that occurred during the world wars too, in the early 
part of 20th century.

We have seen the importance our ancients accorded to eclipses. We have 
seen the signs they read from it.

We have also seen what happened to them, as these events unfolded in the 
sky later.

While we wait with bated breath to watch and be part of this celestial 
event, our mind cannot but therefore wonder with trepidation, whether 
there is any connection between these celestial events and happenings on 
earth? Whether history is going to repeat itself ?

While all these three back to back eclipses in 2009, are not going to be 
visible from any single location on the planet, it is worth noting that, as per 
the events recorded in the Mahabharata text, all the 3 eclipses were seen 
from the same location by the same people. 

Is that some consolation for us today?

WHERE DO WE STAND TODAY?

Krishna Dwaipayana in his troubled times, over 5000 years ago, looked at 
the sky and noticed ominous signs.  Today as we are about to witness a rare 
celestial drama, we find that we are in troubled times too. 
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The idea is not to be an alarmist here, but to see if there are parallels between 
what happened the last time a set of triple eclipse took place and the 
situation we are in today, at the onset of the current triple eclipse season. 

This is not an exercise in Astrological prediction.  It is an exercise of trying 
to see if there indeed was a correlation between the astronomical events 
as they occurred in the sky and the experiences of the civilization on 
the ground. 

Is it possible for them to occur again as the old adage goes, “history repeats 
itself.” If so, what could be its probable form and impact? 

We may not have a Krishna or a Krishna Dwaipayana or a Noah in our 
midst today to alert and warn us of any impending catastrophes. But 
knowing and learning from our history and bearing it in mind as we move 
through this period, perhaps may ready us better, to face the future.

As the stage is getting set for this event, let us look at the goings on, around 
the globe and see where we stand today.

THE GEOLOGICAL STAGE

Ground Facts

36 years after the Kurukshetra war, there was the submergence of Dwaraka 
and possibly the destruction of major civilizations in a geographical arc, 
through a Tsunami. Tsunamis typically occur because of a major earthquake 
in the sea. 

The Mahabharata text, 5000 years ago, clearly speaks of a series of “Bhoomi 
Kampana” literally meaning earth quakes, finally leading to the mother 
of all quakes as described in the Mausala Parva, which is dated to have 
occurred in 3031 BCE. These could have wiped out Kumari Kandam and 
Dwaraka and caused the great deluge of Sumeria, Mesopotamia and the 
Biblical flood as we have seen earlier. 

In the last decade or so, we have seen a series of earthquakes in central and 
South Asia, in the Himalayan ranges and in the Bay of  Bengal. We have 
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had major earthquakes in Tehran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bhuj, Kashmir, 
Nepal, Assam, Hanoi and in the southeast seas near Java, Sumatra, Bali etc.  
with Indonesia having borne the maximum brunt of these quakes, as was 
witnessed during December 2004. 

All these earthquakes are linked because geologically, the Indian plate is 
pushing the Asian plate. 

We have seen that in the series of 
earth quakes in recent years, from 
Tehran to Hanoi and in islands of 
South East Asia, the destructions of 
the earthquake have been extensive. 
However the magnitude of these 
quakes are still relatively small 
compared to the huge quakes that 
have occurred at Krakatau on 26th 
August 1883 or in Toba 74000 years 
ago, which is said to have redefined 
the civilization itself. 

Are these relatively small earthquakes a precursor to an impending mega 
earthquake that could possibly occur soon? 

Indian Plate pushing the Asia plate 
by 58 +/- 4 mm every year.
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Probable Earthquake Zones

The predicted path of the forthcoming eclipse and the recently observed 
pattern of earthquakes, seem to hint at the following areas to be more 
susceptible to earthquakes. 

1. The Himalayan belt stretching from Tehran in the west, all the way 
through Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bhuj, Kashmir and Northern parts 
of India, Nepal, Assam to Hanoi in the east, which has already been 
riddled with frequent earth quakes in the last few decades, is on a 
fault line between the Indian plate and the Asian plate. This is a zone 
of high tectonic movements and earthquakes and the quakes we have 
seen so far in this belt, could perhaps only be a precursor to a massive 
one waiting to follow soon.

2. Indonesia  and the southeast seas near Java, Sumatra, Bali etc.  have 
also been facing many earth quakes in the recent years.

3. Pacific Ocean -  As per the eclipse prediction, the eclipse will be in full 
effect in the middle of the Pacific.  This region is already notorious as the 
Ring of Fire as this is the region where 90% of the earth’s earthquakes 
are found to occur. Most part being sea, the impact of any major quake 
in this belt will not just be localized. It will have the potential to trigger 
off an accompanying, major Tsunami like or greater than the one of 
December 2004. 

Credit: U.S. Geological Survey , Department of the Interior/USGS, U.S. Geological Survey
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From all the above, it looks highly probable that the world could suffer 
some major earthquakes in the South and South East Asia regions. Would 
that be around July – Aug 2009?

Socio-anthropological problems – an outcome of calamities

From our history we have seen that any major cataclysm, either man made 
or natural or a combination of both, results in a migration of peoples. If such 
a scale of disaster were to occur today, given the geo-political conditions of 
today, where would the people, in a state of despair and agony, migrate to? 

Have the disaster management organizations of today thought through 
such scenarios? Do they have national level plans to deal with such an 
eventuality? More than local problems, if ever a calamity of such scale is 
to befall mankind, it would lead to a major global socio-anthropological 
problem that we will all have on our hands.

Polity and Socio-anthropological problems

Political Scenario Then and Now

Ancient history is full of migrations as a result of natural or man made 
disasters. In those ancient days, post such catastrophes, when people migrated, 
they could seamlessly move across geographical boundaries and kingdoms. 
The polity seems to have been flexible enough to accommodate them.

People were open and welcoming to the refugees who blended in with the 
locals within a generation or two. The cultures seem to have been flexible 
enough to welcome and accommodate them too.

Today, the political boundaries are more rigid. The refugee laws are 
stringent. Post catastrophe, refugees are given asylum but in a very restricted 
manner. They are kept in refugee camps and are seldom allowed to enter 
the mainstream of the land they have sought refuge in.

Our laws, our minds and our political boundaries have become 
very insular. 
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Religions Then and Now

The Pan Global similarities and the commonalities in religion and practices 
also show that the religious systems of the ancient times, close to 5000 
years ago were more unified in thought and were therefore flexible enough 
to absorb the migrating peoples and their faith and belief. 

This is evident in the similarities in the pantheon of Gods and festivals of 
the ancient cultures in India, Persia, Anatolia (Turkey), Central Asia, South 
Asia, Greece, Egypt and the Native American civilizations. We shall be 
discussing this in more detail in the book on Pan Global Similarities.

Will the rigid faiths and the following of today give room for such 
accommodation of peoples from different lands and races?

Proactive vs Reactive Leadership

Our history is replete with stories of our leaders being foresighted and 
proactive in saving their people from the natural catastrophe by migrating 
to other lands. They have also been instrumental in bringing about a 
seamless blend of cultures and ideologies.

Today, in the modern world we have technology to forewarn. 

We see repeated warnings of similar submergence along the coast of the 
Polynesian Islands, Bangladesh, Maldives etc.

We also have thinkers and leaders of international stature.

It will be for these thinkers and leaders to read into these signs well in 
advance and channelise manpower and resources into mobilization 
strategies before the disaster, than deploy them post the disaster with a few 
words of sympathy.

This has to be borne in mind by the agencies that aid the migrating peoples. 
The desperate migrants and the host nations would certainly not be in a 
position to think clearly and act at that time because they would be at the 
mercy of the situation. Proactive thinking and policy making in anticipation 
of such situations will be more in order.
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Once again, a case of us, learning from our history.

THE GEOPOLITICAL STAGE

Then and Now

Post the triple eclipse of 3067 BCE, we saw, how the enmity between two 
halves of a great family bubbled over and took the form of a large, possibly 
nuclear war, involving multiple kingdoms and people. 

During the second triple eclipse of 3031 BCE, we have seen earlier in this 
book, that there was an internecine battle, causing destruction to all parties 
involved in the civil war within the Yadava clan. 

An interesting point to be noted here is that, these wars were not wars by 
way of invasion, but an internal strife within the same group of people, 
living in the same area, sharing the same land for a long period of time.

We see similar happenings in different parts of the world today.

1. India and Pakistan
In the India-Pakistan situation, it is the same stock of people, living in 
the same geographical area for thousands of years.

2. Sri Lanka
In Sri Lanka, again the strife is internal, within the island.

3. Israel
In West Asia, the fight is between the Israelis, Jews on one side and 
the Palestine, Hamas on the other side.

These are, but a few of the battles raging on through out this world, between 
people who are neighbours, who belong to the same race, who have shared 
a similar history, culture and land for thousands of years.

While they all are battles seemingly for a portion of the land, the underlying 
current however is that of imposing hegemony of one’s thought over 
the other.
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Alignments and Axis

The Kurukshetra war has yet another message to convey - that of alignments 
– coming together of people sharing similar views or thoughts. 

Let us look at the alignments of the 2 warring factions, prior to the 
Kurukshetra war of Mahabharata.

The Kaurava, along with their father Dhritharashtra, were ruling the 
kingdom of Hastinapura, with its forces and the power that goes with it. The 
Pandava princes, right from the moment of their birth, had no kingdom 
of their own. They were born in the forest, when Pandu had retired to the 
forest along with his two wives Kunti and Madri.

The Pandava princes ruled the Indraprastha region only for a very brief 
period of time.  For a major period of their lives, they were not ruling 
any kingdom - They were either training during adolescence or asking for 
a share of the kingdom in their youth or were roaming in exile in their 
middle ages. 

Hence they did not have an army of their own to fight against the Kaurava 
and the kingdom of Hastinapura. Their staunchest ally Krishna also came 
with a precondition that he would not take up arms but only be a strategist. 
The Yadava, Vrishni army of Krishna, was enlisted by Duryodhana, the 
Kaurava prince.  The army that the Pandava could cobble up, was primarily 
through allies they had cultivated during exile, their marriage alliances and 
other political alliances. 

This is evident in the respective army strengths of the Kaurava and Pandava, 
which were not equally balanced. While the Kaurava had 11 Akshohini, 
regiments or battalions, the Pandava had only 7. 

What do we see in this?
1. The Pandava won, inspite of being numerically lesser because of a 

superior strategist in Krishna. This brings to fore the point that, in war, 
strategy is more important than mere numbers. 

2. The alliances that one is able to forge during peaceful times and steps 
taken towards getting people in concurrence with one’s perspective, 
comes in handy during war times to provide a common cause and 
join forces. 
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Battle of Plassey – A Wrong case of Striking the Right Chord

History indeed did repeat itself, though as a black page in the annals of 
Indian history.

Robert Clive, the British Lieutenant 
Colonel, commanding the forces 
of the East India Company, in the 
battle of Plassey or Palashi, in the 
local Indian language, came all the 
way from Madras in South India,  
to fight against Siraj-ud-Daulah 
the Nawab of Bengal in East India,  
with only a few hundred soldiers.

His pre-war act, of forging an 
alliance with Mir Jafar, a relation 
and part of the ministry of Siraj-
ud-Daulah, though considered by 
Indian history, as a treacherous 
act by Mir Jafar, was what won 
the battle for Robert Clive. It was 
this battle which opened the flood 
gates for the British to conquer the 
whole of India and thereby create a 
British empire here.

 Alliances play a crucial role in shaping the course of history.

A Lesson From The Far Reaching Alliances of Ancient India

The alliances during the Mahabharata war period are often perceived loosely, 
to be very local and as alliances between local tribes and kingdoms. 

Today and here, we are talking about international alliances. How can we 
draw a parallel between the two?

If we look at the names of the regions and the kings who took part in 
the Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata period, we can see that they were 

Lord Robert Clive, 1st Baron Clive, 
(1725-1774)
Source – Wikimedia Commons
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“A Plan of the Battle of Plassey, fought 23 June 1757 by Col. Robt. Clive, against the 
Nabob of Bengal”
Detailed depiction of the battlefield, with explanations of troop movements. Hand 
coloured map from the London Magazine ca. 1760

Robert Clive and Mir Jafar after the Battle of Plassey, 1757,
by Francis Hayman, National Portrait Gallery, London : NPG 5623
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not just from the northern and north western parts of India. Kings and 
people of Kirata to the west in Baluchistan, Cheena which could probably 
be equated to the modern day China, Khamboja or Cambodia, Huna or the 
Huns, Bahlika or the Balkans, Yavana, the Sanskrit term for the Greeks or 
Ionians and such other advanced civilizations of the ancient world, took 
part in this war. 

This clearly indicates, that it was not a localized war, but could well have 
been the first world war, in a sense.

The world can draw many lessons from India’s recorded, long history. From 
the various prewar alignments right from the Ramayana battle in Lanka, 
to the Kurukshetra battle of the Mahabharata post the triple eclipse of 
3067 BCE, to the battles and alignments during invasions of India through 
the last 1000 years, all the way down, to the battle of Plassey and to the 
multipolar alignments of the current world scenario.

Alignment and Strategy - A Formula for Success? 

Inspite of their alignment and numbers, many of the seemingly stronger 
sides, seem to have lost, going to show that mere alignments will not help. 
Better planning and strategies are equally important. 

Other Nations that participated in the Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata
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There have been many battles in the world that have been lost in spite of 
alignments and strategy. If so, what are the other defining factors?

World’s Oldest, Recorded Military Alignment

In the Veda, the oldest literature of the world, there is mention of perhaps 
the oldest recorded battle of this world.  This is the battle between Raja 
Sudas or King Sudas and Dasarajanya.

Dasarajanya were ten kings who had aligned to fight King Sudas, but 
they lost to King Sudas. Here the battle was lost by the ten kings who had 
aligned together. So, for winning a battle, there seem to be factors, beyond 
alignments and strategy.

This oldest recorded battle of the world, was a battle between King Sudas 
and a confederacy of ten clans, over knowledge. Here the cause, the purpose 
of the battle was explained to and disseminated to the forces of Raja Sudas.  
This probably helped them to overcome the alignment of the ten kings and 
still beat them decisively in the battle. 

The lessons we can learn from these above examples would be that, all 
these three factors, namely the right alignments, suitable strategies and 
more importantly, the cause one is fighting for, are crucial for waging a 
successful battle.  

King Sudas and Dasarajanya
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This cause, apart from being noble, has to be disseminated and understood 
down the ranks, by all parties in the alliance so that they know what they 
are fighting for and strike a chord in unison. 

All of these, when put together can form a potent combination.

Chanakya or Kautilya as he is also known, was a master strategist who lived 
in central India well over 2000 years back.  He wrote the Artha Shasthra, 

which is a detailed compendium 
on Economics, Administration 
and Political strategies that need 
to be adopted by Kings. It has been 
a much referred to and quoted text 
of ancient India, both by Indians 
and visitors to India over the last 
couple of thousand years.

In the context of discussion in 
this book, Chanakya observes that, 
“there are 6 forms of state policy 
– namely peace, war, neutrality, 
preparation for war, alliance and 
double policy i.e  making peace 
with one and waging a war with 
another. The state policy to be adopted 
by a king depends on the nature of 
alliances that the king can forge, 
which again depends on the king’s 

assessment of the relative strengths and weaknesses of  not only himself and his 
enemies, but also his potential allies and how he would have to balance power 
and resources in the alliance.” 

The repeated examples that have been furnished herein, confirm that this 
fact of balancing both internal and external strengths and creating suitable 
alliances in handling emerging threats seems to have been followed by the 
Indians from very early history.

What comes out of these successive incidents is that, alignments are an 
intrinsic part of human nature – be it in families, society, state/nation or 

Chanakya
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civilization and a common cause or shared concern forms the basis for 
successful alignments.

What can we gain from understanding this message from our history?

The Geopolitical Scenario Around Present Day India 

Setting aside the Triple eclipses of 5000 years ago and the Kurukshetra war 
in ancient India, let us look at what is happening in and around modern 
day India, around the time of the Triple Eclipse of 2009. 

Apart from nature’s fury, the other important concern for any nation is its 
relationship with and the state of its neighbours. 

India is today surrounded by many nations which are under the duress 
of internal political strife – such as Pakistan, Tibet, Nepal, Myanmar or 
Burma, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

Hotspots around India
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Many of these conflicts have impacted India in their own ways and have 
also influenced political decisions within India, but still, they have largely 
stayed within their own borders, with the spill over into India moving from 
occasional to more frequent in recent times. 

For India, its relations with China and Pakistan have always been the main 
causes for concern. The relations with China have a subtle undertone whereas 
a direct face off between India and Pakistan, has been ever impending, since 
the creation of Pakistan.  The two countries have gone to war many times 
now over claims for a portion of land. Their nuclear programs too seem to 
focus more on each other.

However in recent times, shades of global terrorism have started to emanate 
from the Pakistan soil and they threaten to overshadow the political ties 
between the two nations. It is soon morphing into a form of terrorism 
which has also started assuming global ramifications.

Pakistan from its very inception has gone through lot of internal turmoil. 
The Indo–Pak relationship too therefore, has had a very bumpy, roller-
coaster ride right from the beginning, based on the ebbs and flow of events 
within Pakistan. History repeatedly tells us that every time there is internal 
strife in Pakistan, someone or the other there, punches India in the face to 
effectively divert the internal attention in Pakistan. 

Pakistan, in the last couple of years has been going through traumatic times, 
which has peaked in the first few months of 2009. With an internal strife 
looming large in Pakistan once again, will history repeat itself and India 
become a punching bag for the pent up turmoil within Pakistan? Could 
this cause a further deterioration in the Indo-Pak relationship?

The relationships between these two nations, their respective relationships 
with the other nations in the world and the various undercurrents all over 
the globe, seem to portend a harsh divide, in the scheme of alliances that 
could fall into place, if history is to repeat once more. 

Let us examine some of the possible developments that seem poised to 
happen if ever the India – Pakistan relationship escalates and gets out 
of hand.
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Pakistan has China as its all weather friend. The transfer of nuclear 
technologies between China and Pakistan is doing the rounds in discussion 
forums, which have never been denied with any authority.  

Even though India has consistently extended its arm of friendship to China 
both before and after the 1962 Indo-China war, China has taken a tough 
stance against India. The efforts of extending the hand of friendship, be it 
the Panchsheel agreement of Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister 
of India or the late 1950s’ slogan of Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai meaning 
Indians and Chinese are brothers; were all efforts only from India and not 
from China. 

Even when India assented to China occupying Tibet, the buffer state 
between itself and China, the two ancient civilizations and super powers of 
Asia, without any resistance, China has not deemed India’s friendly stand 
on this burning international issue, worthy of acknowledgement till date. 

This whole aspect of the 
India-Tibet-China buffer 
state concept over the ages, 
its loss and what it means to 
India, Tibet and global peace 
over the next 100 years will 
be discussed in a separate 
book on Tibet under the 
Bharath Gyan series. 

If India – Pakistan relations take a turn for the worse and a call is made 
to the global community, then the Arabian, Persian and North African 
countries too are more likely to support Pakistan primarily because of 
religious affiliations, as also some of the South East Asian countries with 
Islamic majority.  

The Irony for India

India in 1971 supported the Bengali Muslims in their struggle against the 
atrocities perpetrated on them by the West Pakistan regime. The political 

Tibet - The buffer state then
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scenario then was that of a West 
Pakistan and an East Pakistan. 
The control was with West 
Pakistan, which ran its writ over 
the Bengali East Pakistanis. 

India helped the Bengali East 
Pakistanis in their struggle to 
come out of the clutches of 
West Pakistan. 

The surrender of 98000 East 
Pakistani soldiers in a single 
swoop, to the Indian army is the 
largest surrender any where in 
the world, since World War 2 

and India’s immediate release of these war prisoners speaks volumes of 
the attitude and friendliness of the land, stemming from its ancient open 
culture and tradition of warfare practiced in this land through the ages.

Inspite of India having helped the Bengali Muslims of East Pakistan liberate 
themselves from West Pakistan and establish a state of Bangladesh and 

Indian army enters East Pakistan

Pakistan Army lays down arms
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in spite of the Indian army 
then, having peacefully 
withdrawn and allowed 
the Bangladeshis to govern 
their own country, if ever 
there is a face off between 
India and Pakistan in the 
future, will Bangladesh, our eastern 
neighbour, support India in defending 
itself ? The increased internal conflict 
within Bangladesh and the increased 
spate of terrorist infiltration from 
Bangladesh into India too, seems to 
give out a different signal. 

Axis of the Past

In the world arena, the polar concept of power alignment keeps changing 
constantly over the decades.  In the 4 decades from 1950 to 1990 it was 
primarily bipolar between the NATO countries with America at its centre 
and the Warsaw pact countries with the Soviet Union at its centre. The 
NATO and Warsaw pact countries viewed each other as enemies, in the 
cold war period. 

There was a brief attempt by countries like India at a non aligned 
approach in this bipolar world. Post the cold war era, after 1990, the world 
became unipolar for a decade or so with all politics and policies aligned 
to America.

In the 21st century, with the coming of the Euro currency and Europe 
becoming a trade block, coupled with the ascendancy of China as a 
powerful manufacturing hub of the world, the world is slowly tending 
towards multipolar alignments. 

However, next to economy and commerce, the other issue holding world 
attention currently is terrorism. 

To effectively handle this situation which is showing signs of escalating, 
there is a high possibility that the world may turn towards a new global 

Pakistan Soldiers surrender
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alignment aimed at providing peace and a new economic order to 
the world. 

What will new alignments look like?

While there is usually only a little said and a lot unsaid about the relationships 
between nations, certain watershed events have the potential to cement or 
break relationships and create factions. 

Any tension in the Indo-Pak region could provide such a trigger, considering 
the global relations both these countries have. What could start off as an 
Indo-Pak political conflict, could easily trigger off a global conflict that 
could engage the attention and the forces of other nations both through 
direct and indirect action, as terrorism today is being traced back to this hot 
bed of Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Terrorism as a global cause to fight against, can force nations to set aside 
their other interests and leanings and come together as alliances.

In such a scenario, India may also be forced to move from a non-aligned 
stand to look for allies. Russia has already been a strategic ally of India for 
the last 50 years and more. 

In the last decade and more, the friendship between India and America 
is growing because of not only trade but primarily because of people to 
people engagement. 

The new found economic bonhomie between India, USA and Europe may 
forge an alliance between India and these nations since both Europe and 
America have also been hit by terrorism, which is being traced back to the 
Pakistan soil. 

This situation therefore has the potential to forge an alliance that could 
complete the alignment of the NATO and Warsaw pact powers on the 
same side in the post cold war scenario as, in the last decade and half, 
except for Russia,  most of the Warsaw pact countries have either already 
joined NATO or are planning to do so shortly.
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India could therefore, well be the common friend that brings back America 
and Russia together in a new Multi-Polar world. Their coming together 
now on the same side, though a talking point, would not be anything new. 

Let us recollect that in the 1940s, during the World War II, both these 
powers fought on the same side as they shared the same noble cause. 

India’s developing good relations with both these countries and the 
geographic closeness of India to the terror zone, could position her as a key 
player in the new alignment. 

India had enjoyed the status of an economic powerhouse for nearly 2000 
years until 1750 CE, contributing upto 25% of the world’s GDP and 
trade, as per the study and works of Prof. Angus Maddison, an economic 
historian. The present day economics and statistics signify a slow, steady but 
sure resurgence of India as an economic power in the fields of agriculture, 
Information Technology, Manufacturing, Tourism and various other 
allied fields. 

In a multipolar world arena of the coming century and new alignments, 
India is poised very well to become one of the poles. 

View of the globe divided between NATO, Warsaw Pact countries and others
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But the world might well end up being oriented along a new axis – an axis 
drawn using religion as a dividing line.

Imagine a world with such an axis – high polarized along the lines of 
religion! It would create such a distinguishable and rigid divide that it 
will only strengthen the differences further to cultivate more and more 
animosity towards each other.  It will foster hatred on either side to such an 
extent that the two will never be able to meet. 

India with its multiple communities, will literally be caught between the 
cross fires.

If such an alignment is to occur now or any time in the future, it will not be 
good for India and the world at large, politically or for any of the religions 
be it Islam, Christianity, Hinduism etc.  All religions after all, speak of love 
and brotherhood.

A Sincere Openness – Can it stave off the impending?

At the time of partition, despite a call from Pakistan for all Muslims of 
the then unified India to come to Pakistan, the majority of Muslims in 
India, preferred on their own, to stay back in their homeland and have 
since contributed to the progress and stability of their homeland, India. 
They identified themselves with India, despite all the communal clashes 
and bloodshed during the partition.

The Indian nation in turn, gave a promise to the Muslims that, they would 
be treated with respect and equality, which has also been proven by India, 
through its actions towards the Muslims in India. 

The Muslims in India, on their part have considered Bharath or India as 
their land and have shown their solidarity behind India during good and 
bad, even during the recent spate of attacks. It is also a fact that India has a 
higher population of Muslims than that of Pakistan.

Many liberally educated, erudite Muslim personalities in India have voiced 
their opinions in various forums in the last five or six decades and have 
beautifully brought out the truly secular nature of the Indian polity by 
citing some key points such as 
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•	 India has the second largest number of Muslims in the world next only 
to Indonesia, in fact India has more Muslim citizens than Pakistan.

•	 Muslims have been able to hone their skills and rise up the ladder in 
all fields be it politics, administration, judiciary, army, police, sports, 
medicine, academics, research, business, show business etc.  without 
any differentiation. Even in recent times, India has had more than a 
handful of Presidents and Vice Presidents as well as persons holding 
important positions in various fields, who belong to the Muslim 
faith.  The immediate former President Dr.A.P.J.Abdul Kalam and 
the current Vice President of India, Prof. Hamid Ansari are from the 
Muslim faith.

•	 The Indian nation has accorded a unique status to the Muslim brethren 
of India, not accorded to the Muslims anywhere else in the world . 
This unique status being, a vibrant minority status out of which arises 
budgetary allocations for their welfare, including the concept of subsidy 
to undertake the Haj pilgrimage.

Early Arrival of Islam in India

Islam came to India in the times of Prophet Mohammad Himself, through 
trade and exchange of views between the Arab and Malabar traders of the 
Kerala coast of India and was welcomed and accepted as a religious faith 
in India.

The first mosque in India is believed to have been built in Kodungallur 
in Kerala in 629 CE, during the times of the last Chera king, Cheraman 
Perumal, who according to oral history, is said to have embraced Islam and 
died on his journey back to India from Mecca.

Image of Calicut, India from George Braun and Franz Hogenber’s atlas 
Civitates orbis terrarum, 1572.
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Interestingly this is the only mosque that does not face Mecca but faces 
east, indicating perhaps that this mosque was established as a place of 
worship even before Islam became Mecca centric. 

This goes to emphasize that an Indian king and the common man in India 
have shown a deep sense of respect for Islam from its very inception.

Today we have the Moplah community in Kerala, their original name being 
Mappillai, which in Tamil and Malayalam languages means son-in-law. 
The Moplah history speaks about them having settled in Indian around 
714 CE, much before the Islamic invasions in the north.

The Arab traders who brought the tenets of Islam along with them were 
welcomed and treated with respect as a son-in-law is treated in one’s house, 
hence the name Moplah. This goes to prove that Islam was accepted and 
embraced without hindrance in India, since then and has continued to 
sustain it for the next 13 centuries.

In fact during the high-handed rule of Hajjaj bin Yusuf of Iraq, the Iraqi 
Muslims fled Iraq and sought refuge in the Konkan coast of India as they 
felt that their practice of Islam would be respected there, with the typical 
Indian tolerance.

All these factors go to show that the Muslims have been welcomed, 
respected and regarded as an integral part of this land from 629 CE, the 
times of Prophet Muhammad, to this date. 

Cheraman Juma Masjid, 629 CE, Kodungallur, Kerala, Before Renovation and Now
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The overall peace and order amongst the natives of the land and the extent 
of plurality in India for so many millennia is proof enough that this land 
operated on a basis of unity in diversity. It is a unity, that has coated the 
people of the land with a common culture and patriotism, over and above 
their individual religions. 

If one notices carefully, one will find that the Islam and Christianity 
practiced in this land and neighbouring nations have a distinct flavour, 
as compared to the rest of the world, having imbibed the native flavour. 
The native religions have also imbibed some of the flavour from these non 
native religions to contribute to this characteristic “unity in diversity”.

The increased meddling by external communities in the name of religion, 
the hold of money power and the deterioration in political practices in 
India and world over, compounded by the increased spilling of the events 
especially of Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh, into India, has vitiated 
the age old, delicate balance of the communal ecosphere in India.  

This has in recent times, created friction amongst some of the elements of 
the various communities resulting in an increased display of frustration, 
groupism and violence from people internal to the land too, leaving behind 
in its trail a picture of a communally torn India. 

Without these negative influences, India would settle down to its earlier 
communal harmony and tolerance. The sooner the better, before the divides 
get hardened too much. 

Indo-Pak history

Pre-British India, thus had a long history where the native population 
followed their own faiths but lived side by side in harmony. This brotherhood 
amongst the natives of India was disrupted as a result of the divide and rule 
policy of the British and among other things, the concept of Pakistan as a 
nation was crystallized.

In the mid 40s, when the British agreed to give India freedom and 
independence, while India as a whole, did not want a split, it was a few 
groups of Muslims which asked for a division and secured it in the form of 
a separate nation. 
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Pakistan was carved off literally from the hearts of India in 1947 amidst 
mindless, bloody violence. Even during these times of strife there were 
many heart warming instances of brotherhood and friendship on either 
side of the soil.

The ensuing years have seen restlessness on the side of Pakistan over claims 
for more land and alignment of people.  In the years 1947 and 1948, 
immediately after Independence, when the king of Kashmir, Maharaja 
Hari Singh was wavering in his mind to join India or Pakistan, Pakistani 
tribesmen and armed encroachers came into Kashmir and occupied 1/3rd 

of it. 

Ever since, the two nations have been literally playing tug of war over this 
piece of land. This has resulted in two wars in 1960s and 1971. 

In the year 2000 again, there was a limited incursion by Pakistan again in 
the Kargil-Dras sector in Kashmir, which the Indians recaptured, amidst 
severe losses to both sides. 

The recent infamous terrorist attack on Mumbai, on 26th November, 2008, 
after months of investigation, is slowly becoming clear to one and all, as the 
effort of groups located in Pakistan. 

Compared to the over 5000 year old history of togetherness, the short 60 
year old history between these two nations, two brothers, has been full of 
repeated battles, border skirmishes and tension. 

This aspect brings out the fact that the feeling of disgruntlement over the 
share received by Pakistan, continues to simmer under the surface, ready to 
boil over any time, more so, on the side of Pakistan.

Leadership – Decisive vs 
Vacillating

Kashmir has been a problem for both 
India and Pakistan for the last 60 years 
because Maharaja Hari Singh the then 
king of Kashmir was vacillating in 
his decision in 1947 whether to join Maharaja Hari Singh, King of Kashmir
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India, Pakistan or remain neutral. This 
indecisiveness on his part for a couple 
of months, during critical times, led to 
a course of events that have caused us 
today, 60 years of strife. 

In contrast to this, we had Sardar 
Vallabhai Patel, the first Home 
Minister of the independent India, also 
called as the Iron Man of India, who 

had acted swiftly with decisiveness and ensured that such wounds were not 
left open in other parts of India.

In troubled times, leaders of such stature who can act decisively and swiftly are 
important to mitigate and resolve problems for lasting peaceful solutions.

Why the focus on Indo-Pak relations for and post 2009?

The world leaders have come to view Pakistan today as one of the most 
troubled spots of the world.  From within Pakistan too, some of the 
prominent analysts have stated that “the repeated attacks, terror strikes confirm 
international fears that Pakistan today is one of the most dangerous places in the 
world”.  How do we all come out of this morass? 

Many geopolitical experts the world over, have opined that the dynamics 
and political games played by various nations, all over the world, in the last 
half a century, have led to a trail of devastation and promoted terror in the 
world today and it is the tentacles of this terror which are now spreading 
around the state of Pakistan. 

The wound between India and Pakistan, that has been festering for many 
decades, seems to be providing the fuel to stoke these flames of terrorism. 

Given this perspective, could the Indo-Pak relations therefore, well have 
the capacity to provide the soothing balm too?  

Can the peace seeking people and establishments on both sides, India and 
Pakistan and the rest of the world, assuage these feelings and douse the 
flames? Can they set aside their squabbles for smaller ends and arrest this 

Sardar Vallabhai Patel, Home Minister 
of India during Independence
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terrorism before it engulfs these two nations and many others and causes a 
divide along religion that could follow?  

The people of India and Pakistan have only recently been estranged due to 
fate, turn of events and time. As in the case of estranged family members, 
where it is not a fight, coming to blows or a court case which can bring in 
a reconciliation,  in the case of India and Pakistan too, which are in reality 
nothing but estranged brothers too, a war of words or war in the battlefield 
will not bring the two together. For the benefit of both, it has to only be 
settled through mutual respect, commitment, sincerity, trust, collaboration, 
love and affection. 

Many have endeavoured  for such a peace in the past, however, unless it 
becomes a people to people exercise at common man, business man, 
educational fraternity and other services community, this will not yield the 
desired fruit. 

In the long run, it calls for openness in the people across the borders, 
towards each other – acceptance of one another for their religion, language, 
culture and nationality. Anything which stays at a Government level, will 
continue to live only as long as it takes to ink cooperation documents and 
not in the real hearts and spirits.  

Let us look at how some nations have managed to achieve harmony 
amongst themselves. 

Role Models

Ancient India or Bharath, extended at one time from Turkey in the west to 
Cambodia in the east. This entire land had many kingdoms but they were 
all united culturally, had common laws of the land and education system.

In the medieval and post medieval period, the various countries and 
kingdoms of Europe were constantly fighting with each other. In the last 
50 years, the futility of these internecine wars has dawned on them and 
they have come together now as one European community. 

Similarly, can we hope, act and wait for wiser counsel to prevail in this 
Indian sub continent to once again live peacefully and share the land and 
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its resources for prosperity as good brothers and sisters, just like the good 
old days? How can we make this happen?

A solution can arise from the lesson we have just learnt about alliances.  

A common cause forms a good binding factor in an alliance and if this 
cause is beneficial to all parties in the alliance, it can be strong enough to 
sometimes force nations to shed their other inhibitions or animosity and 
come together as one. 

It is pertinent to note here, that the present secretary General of United 
Nations, Mr.Ban Ki-Moon, in one of his addresses mooted the idea that 
just as we have the United States of America and now the European Union, 
a “United States of Asia” is something the Asian countries have to aim for, 
despite the major challenges facing them, in the form of diversity. 

Considering that many of the countries in this belt are developing nations, 
the idea is that, an entity of this nature, with some common laws, liberal 
access to facilities, education, opportunities, sharing of natural resources 
and wealth etc. may perhaps be able to remove any feelings of insecurity or 
threat, assuage angers and break the rigid political barriers to pave the way 
for the people of these countries to bind and bond with each other. 

This may perhaps increase the chances of a reconciliation and better 
cooperation between these nations to break the religious barriers as well, 
given that all these nations have underlying cultural similarities which go 
back to well over 2000 years. 

It will however be an economic challenge, for the developing “nearly have” 
nations to start sharing with the “have not” nations. This consortium will 
need to be supported by world economic councils and the developed 
economies of the world, to become a reality and perhaps pave the way 
for the much needed peace in this region, which will benefit the world 
at large. 

A viable alternative is available today in the form of the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association for Regional Cooperation (IORARC). This concept, which is 
being talked about in many circles recently, calls for all the nations along 
the rim of the Indian Ocean to get together to better harness and utilize 
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the natural resources of the oceans around them, in a collaborative and 
sustainable manner.

Instead of the bigger nations having to directly support the smaller 
neighbours, this concept can create an ecosystem that can provide 
opportunities for all the countries in this belt to develop on their own, thus 
reducing clash of egos amongst the nations and paving the way for better 
collaboration and perhaps peace and harmony.  

If made to function in all earnestness, without any bias, with a single cause 
in mind, namely that of collaboration for sustainable development and 
harmony, this is a low hanging fruit and could provide a stronger ground and 
immediately conceivable solution for these countries to come together. 

Both causes are interesting and promise possibilities indeed worth exploring 
with an open mind! Will the triple eclipse of 2009 open our eyes minds 
and hearts?

THE ECONOMICS STAGE

The year 2009 is also a witness to other global catastrophes that mankind 
has unleashed himself.  

The global economic meltdown and its repercussions are resonating in 
each of the nations of the world. Can this man made affliction, as also 
the increased greed and deceit being found globally be attributed to this 
celestial influence too?

Even as we write, we are continuously being bombarded with news items 
of people being laid off from their jobs all over the world. More so, for 
developing nations in Asia, already saddled with a high population, the 
rapidly encroaching depression portends double problems. 

Not only are their local residents being impacted by layoffs within their own 
land, their non resident community which had travelled to far off lands for 
work and livelihood, are also returning without jobs or money.

Such a depression, empty minds and pockets are likely to fuel more 
disgruntlement and ill will amongst the people and if thinkers and leaders 
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of such lands do not take innovative steps to keep them occupied, sustained 
and forward looking, it will only intensify groupism, crime, clashes and 
eventually terror. As they say, an empty mind is a devil’s workshop.

NEXT ECLIPSE SEASON POST JULY 2009 

The coming decade 2009 to 2020 would be witnessing a season of frequent 
triple eclipses.  The dates are given below.

Year 2009 2011 2013 2016 2018 2020

Ty
pe

 o
f E

cl
ip

se

Jul 07 
Lunar

Jun 01 
Solar

Apr 25 
Lunar

Aug 18 
Lunar

Jul 13 
Solar

Jun 05 
Lunar

Jul 22 
Solar

Jun 15 
Lunar

May 10 
Solar

Sep 01 
Solar

Jul 27 
Lunar

Jun 21 
Solar

Aug 06 
Lunar

Jul 01 
Solar

May 25 
Lunar

Sep 16 
Lunar

Aug 11 
Solar

Jul 05 
Lunar

Such a high frequency of closely occurring triple eclipses is similar to the 
season of eclipses that occurred during the traumatic years of the early part 
of the 20th century. Is this triple eclipse of 2009 going to be a harbinger of 
a coming traumatic decade? 

Only time will tell as to whether history will repeat itself and in what form? 
For good or bad? 

The Mayan civilization of Central America, who were advanced in a few 
aspects such as architecture, also had a good calendrical system of their 
own. The Mayan calendar ends on the English calendar equivalent date of 
12-12-2012.

Various people across the globe have interpreted this 12-12-2012 from an 
“end of the world” perspective.  This date and the completion of the Mayan 
calendar have a wonderful cosmological significance which we will have to 
defer for discussion in a separate book in the Bharath Gyan series as it is a 
vast topic by itself. 

“Eclipse data, courtesy Fred Espenak, NASA/Goddard Space Flight Centre.”
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That this date falls within this season of triple eclipses and the accentuated 
effect all this could have, for us on earth, is a point to ponder over and be 
alerted about.

As we shared our observations and views with a few thinkers, we were 
quite surprised to find them coming forward to share their similar concern, 
independent of eclipses, wherein they see September 2009 ushering in 
difficult times for the world in economy and politics;  a tough decade ahead, 
with an eventual reign of peace, goodwill and unity post this period. 

We have managed to come this far. We have to wait and watch for, what may 
or may not happen, post the triple eclipses of July-Aug 2009 and beyond.

The Mayan Calendar
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HISTORY OF THE ANCIENTS

Newly emerging fields such as Archaeo-Astronomy, place ancient 
civilizations  such as India, at an advantage in unravelling and dating their 
ancient past and heritage. These civilizations, which had a hoary tradition 
of recording history using astronomical events and sky configurations as 
markers, are now able to go beyond the evidences of archaeology, which have 
been the mainstay, in determining their history. The triple eclipse seasons of 
the Mahabharata period are indeed great markers of time and history.

In ancient civilizations, especially those like India, which are still a 
continuing and living civilization, it will be hard to find too many relics 
of the past due to the layers created by continuous building and rebuilding 
of the cities by the population that continues to thrive and flourish on the 
land. It is only when deserted or left alone, will any land be able to yield 
relics of the past. 

Hence lack of evidence sometimes is not a conclusive proof for lack of 
history. For such civilizations, it is their tradition which can aid the history 
more and Archaeology becomes a supporting and augmenting tool.

The facts and views presented here and the conclusion drawn are based on 
our in-depth research and rational, logical and self validating compilation of 
authentic facts and records on various aspects of India - Its knowledgebase, 
practices and relations with rest of the world as well as corroboration of the 

Conclusion
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same through modern technology and scientific work being carried out all 
across the globe. 

To keep the book within handling limits by all, we have taken the liberty 
here, of only briefly mentioning some of them that bear relevance to 
this book. 

They will soon be dealt with in detail in our forthcoming books on 
various topics. 

There have been many triple eclipses in the past and there will be many 
more in the future too, but we do not seem to have paused to wonder at this 
phenomenon to see if it is trying to tell us something. 

The Triple Eclipse of 2009 is therefore a point in time to halt and recollect 
our ancient past and see what lessons we can draw from the same. 

TRIPLE ECLIPSE – A REASON TO ASSESS 
OURSELVES

Tracing back the trail of the triple eclipse of 2009, we have in the last few 
pages looked at celestial history vis-a-vis history of mankind on this earth. 
We find that many of the triple eclipses in the past, seem to have gone hand 
in hand with major events for mankind and civilization. 

In 3067 BCE, we have seen the triple eclipse, which went hand in hand 
with the Kurukshetra war, all the three eclipses witnessed and recorded by 
Krishna Dwaipayana or Veda Vyasa, the author of the historic epic. We 
have seen briefly how Kurukshetra was a war that is described to have used 
advanced weaponry, perhaps even nuclear or beyond. It was a war that is 
described to have decimated the population drastically and wrought about 
severe loss to life and property. It was also a war that is described to have 
deployed intricate strategies for alliances and battle. 

Recollecting this war and the triple eclipse at this juncture, brings to mind 
the thought that if indeed such advanced technology and thought did exist 
in those ancient times and they were lost beyond reclaim because of the war 
and the after effects, then it only highlights how ill prepared we as mankind 
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are, even today, to face man made calamities that can destroy civilizations 
and knowledge. 

It fills us with concern, when we realize how, in the pursuit of niche 
knowledge and research and the secrecy with which it is guarded, we seem 
to have pushed ourselves into a situation wherein even the loss of a small 
link in the technology chain, due to disasters man made or otherwise, can 
push us several years behind or wipe that technology from the face of the 
earth for several generations to follow.

More than anything, comparing the glorious past as described in ancient 
literature with the near 3000 year period, blacked out in literature, post 
the Kurukshetra war, one can feel the ramifications of this large scale war, 
nuclear or otherwise. It makes one want to reinforce to the world and the 
powers that be, the futility of wars. 

Next, in 3031 BCE, we have seen the triple eclipse, which went hand in 
hand with the submergence of Dwaraka as also perhaps the great floods 
all along the geographical arc from South of India to the West, all the way 
upto Persia, Mesapotamia, Sumeria and beyond. A careful reading of the 
celestial and ground events of that period shows that the people of those 
times could read the signs of nature for impending natural calamities and 
had warned their people in advance to plan and protect themselves and 
fellow living beings, by moving to safer places. 

The subsequent migrations and progress of civilizations worldwide, 
highlights how the laws and cultures of the various lands and the mind-
set of the peoples allowed free movement of people across lands and the 
welcoming attitude of the hosts and the adapting attitude of the migrants. 
It highlights how refugee laws of those times must have been different to 
allow for this intermingling of cultures to yield a global culture of those 
times remnants of which can be seen even today in pan global similarities. 

It brings to fore the inadequacy in present day refugee laws and handling of 
mass migration situations; situations that are becoming  a reality due to the 
internal strife and natural disasters in many countries today. It also brings 
to fore, how ill equipped we are physically, to forecast natural disasters and 
how ill equipped and closed we are mentally, to explore alternate schools 
of knowledge and wisdom to elevate our capabilities and alleviate miseries 
for mankind.
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Then, coming to the 20th century, we have seen the World wars and the 
global unrest of the first half of the 20th century going hand in hand with a 
series of frequent triple eclipses. 

Now, this eclipse of July 2009 seems to remind us of the dangers of wars 
especially nuclear or advanced technology warfare. It is egging us on, as a 
race, to globally work towards prevention of another such global war.  

We are now witnessing a disturbing world scenario developing in the world 
today. This scenario happens to be developing just before the oncoming 
2009 Triple eclipses. 

Is the triple eclipse of 2009 going to be a marker of another major world 
event? If so what? 

WHAT IS STARING IN OUR FACE?

We have three scenarios staring in our face with or without eclipses today.

Man induced catastrophes 

First possibility could be of a man made catastrophe in the form of war and 
or global unrest – signs of which are getting stronger. 

1. The thinkers and leaders of the world had better get together quickly 
for arriving at ways and means by which this can be prevented. 

2. In the eventuality of clashes amongst nations in the world, they should try 
to manoeuvre strategies and alignments that will ensure comprehensive, 
global, long lasting solutions for the peace of mankind. 

3. They have to ensure that the world settles into alliances that will 
help convert the differences amongst the nations and peoples into 
complementing strengths for collaboration and not allow them to get 
polarized into alignments which can lead to cementing the differences 
further and festering hate amongst peoples. To achieve this, global causes 
for the benefit of mankind, that the peoples can align themselves with 
and work towards, need to be identified and communicated effectively. 
We are beginning to see some positive trends in the field of global 
warming, clean energy etc today. More needs to still get done.
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Natural Catastrophes

Second scenario is the possibility of a natural catastrophe – and the 
rumblings of the earth in the recent years are definite indications.

1. These natural catastrophes cannot be averted. But if we keep our 
antennae on - Mechanical, technological and our other innate human 
and animalistic tendencies of premonition, then we will perhaps be 
able to receive and interpret the signals from nature and mitigate the 
widespread suffering of the people. 

2. While many of the legends of the past have been disregarded as 
Mythology and tales, 5000 years back, Krishna had forewarned His 
people to move to safer places, knowing that there was a coming natural 
catastrophe, based on the signs of nature. Similarly, the construction 
of the Noah’s Ark and other flood stories have an innate message of 
reading and heeding the signs of nature to save civilizations.  

Here is an interesting real life incident. 

Col. T.D.Pearse was an army man with the East India Company posted 
in India. He was also interested in Astronomy and had an open mind 
and eye. In every station that he was posted, he interacted with the local 
scholars. Some of the interesting aspects he gathered, he kept forwarding 
to the Secretary of State in London. These are part of the East India Office 
Library Collection in the British Library, London. 

In one of his despatches, to the Secretary, Royal Society of London, dated 
22nd September, 1783 he writes, 

“I shall not scruple to inform you of things that may seem wonderful, 
which comes within my knowledge.  I have the prediction of three 
comets and an earthquake, which I received long before the events. The 
earthquake did actually happen and desolated the extensive regions 
round Lahore. Unfortunately that paper is in Bengal. Mr.Hastings has 
a copy of it signed by me, with the day marked by me to show when I 
received it, which was June and I think the earthquake happened in 
September, or the latter end of August 1779 or 1780. But I send the copy 
of the other two predictions, one of which was fully verified at Bath, 
though I, being on my march had not time to look for it, as I certainly 
should have done, had I been settled. ….
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… The Brahmin has promised to me a copy of one hundred and eight 
comets: and when I return to Bengal, if he is living, I will endeavour to 
get them. He says they are of different kinds, some have strait tails, some 
crooked tails, some fan tails, some are encircled with a burr, and some 
are without any. Again some are retrograde, some are direct and others 
cross the heaven. I hardly dare to tell you, that the book was, as he says, 
written in the jug (yuga) preceding this, and that this began, with we 
call the creation.

When we arrived at some knowledge of Sanskrit, we may make 
discoveries of much importance, and either verify the assertions or 
contradict them.”

This letter sheds an answer to the question we had asked earlier as to why 
were the Indian astronomers fascinated by eclipses and the motions of other 
astral bodies? Why did they go to the extent of intricate mathematical 
calculations to predict their movements and occurrences of various 
celestial events.? 

It brings to light that the Indian astronomers even more than 5000 years 
ago, the previous Yuga as indicated in Col.Pearse’s letter, had intimate 
knowledge of the astral bodies and they linked the movement of astral 
bodies to events on earth. They also had the mathematical calculations 
and knowledge right from 3000 BCE till 1780 CE to predict these events 
and this knowledge continues to be found to this date with a few Jyotisha 
pundits in India – astronomers cum astrologers cum mathematicians rolled 
into one. 

Jyotisha is a branch of native Indian science and comprises of the study 
of the celestial order or observational astronomy (Siddhanta Jyotisha), 
predictive astrology (Phalitha Jyotisha) and Mathematics (Ganitham). 

The missing link in our comprehension all these years has been our 
compartmentalized thought which has held the earth as separate and the 
sky as separate. 

For the ancients – “This earth was also part of That sky.”

The earth was an integral part of the sky and hence anything happening 
there would naturally have an effect on earth and its inhabitants here too.
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This missing link has been more in the mind, as to how we look at things. 
Once we realize this and have a holistic approach, we will be able to see a 
bigger and more complete picture of everything around us. 

A change in one’s mind-set is required, to be able to explore and accept the 
knowledge and sciences in traditional knowledge systems and their wisdom 
and put them to modern use. This can hopefully leapfrog mankind and his 
descendants safely into the future as they had done for our ancestors. Our 
presence today is proof of that.

 – Comprehending our ancients’ understanding of astronomy and 
extending from there to probe for a connection between eclipses and 
planetary alignments with quakes and human behaviour could perhaps 
be a good starting point.

 – To review global polity and citizen / refugee rights especially in the 
wake of migrations due to wars and natural disasters is another mind-
set change required. 

 – We need to learn from the migrations of the past and how cultures 
mingled in the past to see if we can effort together for a global 
civilization, espoused in the Indian thought as Vasudaiva Kutumbakam,  
which is now echoed as a global family or global village. 

A New Era?

The third scenario is surely a more positive one – the start of a new era 
shortly, an era of  knowledge and peace, as forecast by many leaders and 
visionaries across the globe. 

TRIPLE ECLIPSE - FOR THE BAD OR 
THE GOOD?

While the Kurukshetra war of the Mahabharata is seen as one the worst 
destructive wars of human history, the date on which the war started, 
22nd November 3067 BCE, could be looked at from two view points.
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As a Date of Large Scale Destruction

The start of the war can be viewed as the start of a self inflicted destruction 
of the armies and able bodied people of this region.

As a Date of Universal Message

From the other view point, this date can be looked at from a positive 
perspective. It was prior to the start of the war, that Krishna gave the 
sermon of Bhagavad Gita to his cousin, friend, brother-in-law and warrior 
in chief, Arjuna.

If the period 2020 is going to herald a “Knowledge Era” for the world, are 
the triple eclipses between 2009 and 2020, going to prepare the world for 
the same?

UNIVERSAL MESSAGES - ANCIENT 
AND MODERN

Post the first Triple eclipse series and just prior to the start of the 
Kurukshetra war, Krishna gave the sermon of Bhagavad Gita to Arjuna. 

Krishna giving the sermon of Bhagavad Gita to Arjuna
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This Bhagavad Gita gives us the message of Creation and purpose of life. 
It is through this opportunity, we have with us today, the knowledge of 
the purpose of this creation, the life in it, the duty of one during one’s life 
and post the life, the concept of soul and its transmigration. It is a sermon 
that answers many a questions in a detailed manner, from the mundane to 
the ethereal.

The message of Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita, was the Sankhya viewpoint 
and His concept of Nishkama Karma. The Sankhya view was rational and 
radical for those times. It propounded a holistic and cosmic message in 
which Nishkama Karma – doing one’s duty without expecting fruit as 
return, was part of the order of nature. 

This message has been the ethos of this land for the last 5000 years. 

Right through history we have seen that major wars have been typically 
followed by a change with a message for peace.

After the devastation in the 
Kalinga war more than 2000 years 
ago, the mighty Emperor Ashoka 
in India, turned towards Buddhism 
and changed his style of rule. This 
provided the impetus for the spread 
of Buddhism around the world. The 
light and message of Buddhism 
dawned on the peoples all the way 
from Central Asia to Mongolia, 
China, Japan and South East Asia 
and showed them the path for the 
much sought after peace.

Ashoka and the order of Buddhist monks
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After the first world war, we had the Geneva conference which brought in 
the concept of The League of Nations.

Again, after the traumatic second world war, a new message of peace for 
the second half of the 20th century came in the form of a series of world 
leaders’ meet such as the Dumbarton Oaks meet and many others, which 
gave birth to the United Nations Security council and the other bodies and 
the charter of the UN.

The  League of Nations

Dumbarton Oaks Meet
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This forum of United Nations has given a semblance of global order to the 
world in the last six decades. 

Learning from history, instead of wise counsel prevailing post a devastation, 
cannot the same leaders join and deliberate together to prevent the situation 
from escalating, knowing fully well where it would lead otherwise?

As the world is constantly evolving and changing, will this next onset of the 
Triple eclipse seasons be a harbinger of a new message, a new global order 
for a new multipolar world?

With the Triple eclipse of 2009, if we can look for a message that will 
lead us to peaceful coexistence for the centuries to millennia to come, then 
we can look forward to this triple eclipse of 2009 as a harbinger of the 
good message.

What could this message be?

THE WAY FORWARD

Into the knowledge era

The world, from a science and technology era is now entering the knowledge 
era. We can see how the last few decades have been bringing forth a change 
or shift in the mind-set of people all over the globe. 

In the last few hundred years, science and nature were looked at as 
two diverging fields. The last few decades have been taking us closer 
to a convergence of these and an understanding of them from a 
universal perspective. 

Perhaps this is the sign of the onset of a knowledge era where humans act 
with true intellect conforming to the Universal rhythm. The term rhythm 
itself comes from the Indian etymological root word Rtha, meaning that 
which is the pulse of this creation, the order in the creation.  

The message, that we and all our scientific thoughts and progresses are 
part of nature and that nature is part of this creation and is present within 
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everything in this creation, has been the key import of the Sankhya 
message of Krishna 5000 years ago, wherein He emphasized the concept 
of Dharma. 

Rhythm of Nature

The Indian word Dharma, which does not have any direct equivalent in 
English, has been loosely identified to mean righteous living, law of the 
land, giving alms and such other noble deeds. 

In simple terms, Dharma denotes that behaviour which is in line with Rtha 
or the rhythm of nature and the pulse of this creation. It is that characteristic 
which is a natural, unblemished trait of everything in this creation. It is not 
limited to human behaviour alone. 

Acting in Dharma means to beat in unison, with the heart of this creation, 
all the way from creation to dissolution. 

The word Rthu, for season, in many Indian languages, comes from the 
same root word Rtha as the seasons are rhythmic, cyclical and a nature 
based order. 

Contrary to this elevated thought, man’s understanding of nature today is 
in his perception that nature means the forests or the animals in the zoo. 
What we have failed to realize is that we and the cosmos are also part of 
this nature and its rhythm.

Indian Symbols for the rhythm and cyclical nature of the Universe
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When we speak about Rtha and try to understand its ramifications, we 
should also understand that it is an integral part of Rtha or nature to have 
catastrophic periods as well as periods of relative calm. This understanding 
will help us to fashion our thoughts, our behaviour and our activities. 

Understanding Rtha is not a cursory act. Only a deeper realization of the 
heartbeat or rhythm of nature will help us understand the laws of nature, 
this world, this solar system and this creation.

We can achieve this process of transformation only by constructive 
questioning; questioning and understanding the science in nature and 
turning our lives to be in tune with this scientific nature.

Krishna, 5000 years ago, gave the Universal message based on His Sankhya 
view, which was both radical and rational. 

Radical thought is the sense of questioning. Questioning in order to find 
rational, scientific, logical, comprehensive, creative answers which are in 
line with the rhythm of nature. 

Instilling back this questioning spirit in people to ask, understand and 
act individually and collectively based on innate answers one gets from 
the questioning process could well be the path for mankind and this 
world through the troubled times we are seeing now, where there is lot of 
hegemony for imposing thought and ideals. 

In the medieval times, unfortunately, this questioning aspect of man was 
suppressed. Only a few thinkers thought and imposed their ideas and ideals 
on people to follow. 

We today, given the current world order, are in desperate need for a 
harmonious global environment and this calls for a radical measure. A 
measure which involves not just some sections of society but brings in 
everybody to not just one thought to follow, but exposes everyone to nature 
and science in nature and inculcates in them a sense of questioning to allow 
them to evolve their natural thoughts from thereon. This is what can be 
called a true knowledge era.
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Giving people the thought, to have their own thinking, liberates mindsets. 
This is the radical step required for the third millennia and beyond and will 
have to be the foundation on which a knowledge era can be based.

Duty Vs Rights

The other aspect of the Universal message of Krishna, 5000 years ago, was 
the concept of Nishkama Karma – to do one’s duty dispassionately in line 
with one’s natural Dharma or resonate with the pulse of nature, without any 
attachments to the benefits to oneself as separated from nature. 

Today, we are living in a totally commercial world, where every act is looked 
at, for its return and profitability. This trait has disturbed the equilibrium of 
life and nature and has contributed to the decline in societal values and the 
moral chaos we find ourselves in now. 

In the last few centuries, the mind-set has been to demand the rights for 
oneself than to perform one’s duties. Probably one telling shift from this 
mind-set was when John F Kennedy in his swearing in speech said “Ask not 
what the country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country”. Through 
this telling speech, he tried to bring in the concept of duty over  right.

Taking from these past teachings of Krishna 
5000 years ago and John F Kennedy’s message, 
50 years ago, in this Millennium, the concept 
of Nishkama Karma or to do one’s duties, could 
also be the message for the new Millennium 
than just keeping on asking for rights and 
rights and more rights ...

Dharma as one’s duty is a multilevel concept 
whose closest translation in English is given 
as “righteousness”. 

Dharma is not limited to humans alone. The 
concept of Dharma is valid for animals and 

plants also – in fact for all living beings. Each living being in its life, has 
a role to play, the innate and pure nature of the role being the Dharma or 
characteristic for that role. 

John F. Kennedy
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An individual person, through his life plays many roles. The Dharma for 
each role that he plays could be slightly different from the other roles. For 
example a head of state, as a ruler or decision maker has a Dharma. The 
same person as a spouse has a different Dharma and priorities. The same 
person as a parent also has a Dharma. The same person as a fellow human 
being also has a Dharma. 

Dharma of each role is also not uniform to one and all in the world. Dharma 
is highly individualistic to the person, the role one plays and the situation 
one is in.  

But all these roles played by man and the individual Dharma of each 
role, have to conform to the overall eternal Dharma of humans, valid for 
all humans and at all times. This Dharma is the nature of man’s conduct 
towards nature itself. It is the manner in which man has to act to be in sync 
with the rhythm of nature. 

All of this conformance will happen naturally, when man acts in unison 
with his heart and conscience. 

Dharma is not a message of religion or philosophy but is the underlying 
concept of a person’s character in the various roles he plays. It is called 
differently in different tongues.

And duty is nothing but acting as per this Dharma or nature.

Eclipses or earthquakes will always keep coming and going as it is the 
Dharma or nature of nature itself. 

Understanding the concept of Dharma, if every individual in this world 
tunes himself to be in sync with the rhythm of nature and act as per 
the universal Dharma, then automatically nations, cultures, political and 
religious groups will all act in line with the universal Dharma too. 

This will give mankind the clarity of thought to react rightfully to each 
situation that can arise - Adversity or opportunity. It can atleast prevent 
man made wars and ecological disasters.

In this modern, mechanized and mercenary world, becoming aware of one’s 
duty as the act of living the Dharmic way, along with the rhythm of the 
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cosmic laws and nature, at the same time keeping in mind the needs and 
ways of the times, is the need of the year, decade, century and millennia. 

Living by it will definitely be a challenge. 

The very same Dharma or laws of nature and mankind will balance it 
through - as it ought to be. 

“Que Sera Sera – What will be, will be!”

May this Triple eclipse of 2009, usher in a new era of world understanding, 
where we waken our senses to the rhythm of nature and align our 
lives, relationships and acts to this rhythm of nature and the Dharma 
of mankind. 

Where History meets Tradition,
Tradition meets Science and
Science meets Nature, lies the way forward,
For us to advance as balanced and mature peoples.
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For further reading and references, please visit our website
www.bharathgyan.com/forums/TripleEclipse where we will endeavour to 

bring you, up to the minute information and references on this subject that we 
have been able to gather.

NOTE
At Bharath Gyan we endeavour to collate and bring to you, the data on ancient 
India and its knowledgebase from various sources, traditional and modern. The 
vast, integrated knowledge of India cannot be adequately condensed into a few 

pages of a book or into any other format, on a particular topic. 

We are placing before you, what we have chanced to come across, based on the 
questions we asked. These are still early days of research in understanding the 
various corelating factors of this universe. There are still many unanswered 

questions and the research needs to be kept going as our understanding of science 
develops many of the concepts discussed here could well validate themseleves as 

has been the case with the traditional Indian knowledge systems.

Readers are welcome to share their views and share their own research 
findings on similar vein of subjects at bharathgyancommunity@gmail.com 
to further our collective understanding of nature and its interplay in this 

world and the universe.

“Bha” means knowledge and “ratha” means to relish. 

Bharath, the native name for India, stands for a land of people who 
relish knowledge. 

We invite you to join us in this endeavour of experiencing the knowledge 
of India.
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