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Stree Dhana 

             D.K.Hari & D.K.Hema Hari, Founders, Bharath Gyan  

 

 
In the last couple of hundred years, the concept of Stree Dhana has been a burden on womanhood, 

which in turn has been a burden on their families because of the price on their head in the name of 

Stree Dhana now called Dowry, which is given to a woman by her parents at the time of marriage. 

If women were treated as equals in society, then how could this Draconian law be 

imposed on them and their families? 

To answer this question, let us first understand what this Stree Dhana is and how it evolved through 

the passage of time to what we perceive it now to be as the general belief of – “the ancient Hindu 

law was particularly harsh towards women”. 

This erroneous premise is attributed to Manu, the law giver.  

 

Manu 

We have further been told repeatedly that Manu stipulates, “a woman must be dependent upon her 

father in childhood, upon her husband in youth and upon her sons in old age. She should never be 

free.” 

This is a totally wrong premise and a canard that has been spread.  

What exactly is Stree Dhana? 

Very few are aware that Manu the first law giver had laid down comprehensive principles 

concerning women’s separate property many thousand years back itself, much prior to the English 

legal system accepting the principle of giving wealth in the hands of the women. 
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The very word Stree Dhana means wealth of the woman. This wealth includes immovable property 

and exclusive ownership of the same too.  

Stree Dhana is “what is obtained by a married woman or by a maiden in the house of her husband 

or her father, from her brother, husband and parents”. 

In other words, whether the property was inherited by a woman through her male relatives (father, 

son or husband) or through her female relatives (mother, mother’s mother or daughter), it was her 

Stree Dhana. 

After Manu, there have been many learned scholars who have revised and re-revised the laws of the 

land based on the needs of the times, keeping in principle the basic ethos of the culture and 

civilization of this land.  

In this series of law givers, Vijneshwara, who lived in the 11th century CE, wrote his Smriti or Law 

Manual called Mitakshara in which he defines Stree Dhana as as “property obtained by a woman 

through inheritance, purchase, partition, seizure and finding, is her Stree Dhana”. Through this 

sweeping categorization in Mitakshara, he brings in every category of property under the scope of 

Stree Dhana and the woman was granted exclusive ownership over it. 

Stree Dhana Vs Dowry 
This means that all monies received by a woman, both from her parents’ side of the family as well 

as her husband’s side of the family is her Stree Dhana. It is what she earns or receives through her 

lifetime and not what she brings in as Dowry alone, at the time of her marriage as interpreted 

today.  

Who has right over the usage of this Stree Dhana? 

“Neither the husband nor the son, nor the father nor the brother, has authority over the Stree Dhana 

to take it or give it away.”  If a husband needs money and borrows Stree Dhana money, he is under 

legal obligation to repay it back with interest.  

How can this Stree Dhana be disbursed? 

The method by which this Stree Dhana could be disbursed, is also detailed in the Mitakshara.  

The Mitakshara outlines the Line of Descent of the Stree Dhana property. 

“After the woman’s death, it devolved firstly on unmarried daughter, then on married daughter who 

is not provided for, followed by the daughter’s son. The woman’s own son could inherit it only in 

the absence of heirs in the female line.” 

Women as Mahalakshmi 
This categorical law along with the law that even if her husband or other male family members 

borrowed her Stree Dhana, they were bound by law to repay it back with interest, clearly ensured 

that Stree Dhana monies were concentrated with the women in the lineage.  
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No wonder then, that in India, women were referred to as Mahalakshmi or Grihalakshmi. It was a 

statement of truth because the wealth was concentrated in the hands of the women and Lakshmi 

denotes wealth. 

 

Mahalakshmi 

Stree Dhana – Accumulation of wealth in the female kingdom 
We have now seen as to how the women have got many inlets of wealth - from father, brother, 

husband, sons, mother, mother’s mother, daughter and also through their own earnings through 

their investments of this wealth and their labour. 

All this is their Stree Dhana.  

All this women’s wealth or Stree Dhana is bequeathed primarily only to her daughters, grand 

daughters and other female members in her family. Only in the absence of the female members in 

her immediate family, is her wealth bequeathed to her sons, husband or brother.  
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