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Hanuman Jayanthi 

D.K.Hari & D.K.Hema Hari, Founders, Bharath Gyan 

 

 

Hanuman is one of the popular divinities across India. Hanuman is venerated by millions, for his 

intelligence, strength, devotion, faith and courage. He is one of the central characters of Ramayana 

and is worshipped as the foremost devotee of Lord Rama. It is often said that, Rama as an Avatar, 

could not fly on His own, but Hanuman could fly over the seas. 

 

Hanuman flying in the Sanjeevani Parvat 

Hanuman, Meaning 
Hanuman as the name suggests in Samskrt language, is a person with a long jaw. Hanuman is 

depicted as a human with a protruding jaw, which resembles that of a monkey. His imagery shows 

that he had a protruding jaw, prompting people then, to call him Hanuman. 

 

Hanuman 
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Hanuman is regarded as Vayu Putra or the son of the wind divinity. He is also called Maruti, the son 

of Marut, the divinity for a special type of spatial wind. 

Anjaneya is another name for Hanuman, meaning, ‘the son of Anjana’, who was the mother of 

Hanuman.  

Chiranjeevi 
It is believed that Hanuman lives on even today, as he is one of the Chiranjeevi, living eternally in 

the physical body.  

 

Hanuman, the Chiranjeevi 

We see his footprints in the Mahabharata. He is a distant cousin of Bhima, one of the Pandava. In 

the Kurukshetra battle, the chariot of Arjuna, another Pandava, has a Vanara Dwaja, with Hanuman 

in his flag.  

 

Bhima 



Experience the Knowledge of India 

          

       Hanuman Jayanthi        

 

Page 3 of 7 

 

 

Arjuna’s chariot with Vanara Dwaja 

Different dates of birth 
The birth of Hanuman is celebrated on different dates in this land. This is probably due to different 

systems, scriptures and calendars in the country.  

In North India, this day is observed on the 15th Shukla Paksha of Chaitra month.  In Tamil Nadu and 

Kerala, Hanuman Jayanti is celebrated in the month of Margazhi, Margashirsha, in the months of 

December-January, as there is a belief here that Hanuman was born under Moola Nakshatra, 

scorpio star of Amavasya. 

Different birth Places 
In the Tirumala hills of Andhra, also called Sapthagiri as it comprises of 7 hills, there is one hill 

called Anjandari. This is not the actual place of Hanuman’s birth, but was the area where Anjana, the 

mother of Hanuman resided.  

 

Anjanadri hill, Tirumala 

There is one belief which suggests that Hanuman was born in Kishkinda at Anjaneya hill near 

Hospet, in north Karnataka. There is another belief which has Anjanari in Nasik district, as the birth 

place of Anjaneya. 
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Hanuman statue at Hanuman’s birth place in Anjanari 

Similar figure in Mexico 
The image and story of Echtill in the Aztec legends of Mexico, is similar to that of Hanuman of the 

Indian legend. 

The Aztec legends speak about Echtill, who is explained as the son of wind. The same legend further 

goes on to state that, it is his breath that moves the Sun. 

A statue was found while excavating for a subway station in Mexico City and reported in the 

National Geographic magazine in the December 1990. This figure excavated in Mexico too, is that of 

a human with a long jaw face. 

                          

Mexican Image                          Indian Image 

Observe the Jaw Protrusion in both 

In the Aztec legend there is a link between the Sun and Echtill. In the Indian legend of Hanuman too, 

there is an interesting anecdote of Hanuman flying towards the sun to eat it. 
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Hanuman Flying towards Sun 

 

More on this in our book, “2012 – The Real Story”.  

 

Was Hanuman a monkey? 
Now, Hanuman and other Vanara are commonly referred to as Monkeys. Were they really 

monkeys? 

Monkey is a term that has been loosely used in the last couple of hundred years to explain the term 

Vanara in the English language. The term Vanara when analyzed, can give us vital clues, some of 

them being, 

• People of the forest or Vana –Vana nara, nara meaning man 
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• Vanara could be an exclamatory! Word, Vah nara? “Are they human?”  

So human like, yet different! 

This may have been the way to express different varieties of people as is evident from other words 

in our ancient texts such as Kinnara or Kimpurusha. Kin, Kim here meaning, “Are they?” and Purusha 

and Nara meaning men or humans. 

There probably were people in those days, very similar to what we now understand as normal 

humans, but who had a minor but perceptible variance, which raised exclamation. This could well 

have been a part of the evolution process. 

Vanara were known as Rama Banta, meaning “A follower of Rama” in the Andhra and Karnataka 

regions of South India. The word Bantu was used for singular form and Bantlu for plural. This word 

Bantlu was used by people as respect and formed a part of many surnames in these regions.  In 

ancient time, these regions in South India comprised of the geography of Vanara region. The people 

who lived in the forests of Andhra were called Banajara.  

 

Geography of Vanara region 

                                    

                  Rama Bantlu                                                                                       Banjara 
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More on this and the various incidents involving Hanuman in the Ramayana, the dates pertaining to 

these events are discussed in our book and Film ‘Historical Rama’.  

 

On this Hanuman Jayanthi, let us take inspiration from Hanuman and follow in His footsteps. Then 

Hanuman will live on in our hearts. 

Email bharathgyan@gmail.com 

Website www.bharathgyan.com 

Blog http://bharathgyanblog.wordpress.com 

Twitter http://www.twitter.com/bharathgyan 

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/bharathgyan 

You Tube http://www.youtube.com/user/bharathgyan 

 

Our Books Avail 

 

In India https://www.artoflivingshop.com 

Outside India http://www.amazon.com 

Teleshop 1 800 258 8888 (India Tollfree) 
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